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INTRODUCTION 

DR. JOHNSON very aptly said, " A man will 
ttim over half a library to make one book." 
With r^ard to the compilation of ''Dickens and 
the Drama/' I may say that I have consulted some 
hundreds of books, plays, newspapers, magazines, 
play-bills, and programmes, in order to make the 
work as complete and correct as possible. All the 
information obtainable is so scattered that the collec- 
tion and verification of even a few facts relating to 
any particular subject becomes a task of magnitude. 
Unfortunately, there is no such thing in existence 
as a dependable history of the drama, even dealing 
with the Victorian Age. 

I have devoted several years, in and out, of 
assiduous labour in the endeavour to secure reliable 
knowledge as to the plajrs taken from the works of 
Charles Dickens, and in brii^ing together, in the 
present volume, the fruits of that labour, I have 
kept the importance of accuracy constantly in view. 

For over thirty years my interest in all things 
relating to the theatre, both before and behind the 
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Introduction 

curtain, has been of the keenest. Indeed, at the 
age of sixteen, I was an " allied actor," and played 
in many pieces from Dickens. In after years I 
applied mysdi to the writing of books and plays, 
and to journalism— chiefly theatrical. 

In reference to my leaving the stage, I may 
recount a small anecdote. 

I had a letter of introduction from John I<awrence 
Toole to Henry Irving, which, as it happened, I never 
presented. On the morning upon which I was to see 
the most charming of actors and men, I received 
a letter from the proprietor of a newspaper in Fleet 
Street, making me a certain offer, which I felt it 
wise to accept. Years afterwards, when I inter- 
viewed Irving for The Era — a paper upon which 
I was engaged for a long period as one of the chief 
writers and historians — and I may add that I was 
the first journalist who ever *' interviewed " the 
then chief of the Lyceum Theatie and the doyen 
amongst actors — I related to him the incident of 
these letters. He, in his bland manner, with his most 
engaging smile, said : " And so you did not come 
to the Lyceum, but preferred Fleet Street instead ? 
It was damned kind of you I " 

My first experience of Dickens was through 
" Oliver Twist," which was, with the " Arabian 
Nights," my earliest literary love. Then I gradually 
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read all the Master's works, and as I played in the 
cotintry, while yet in my teens, in many of the 
adaptations from his books, I began to take more 
than a passing interest in everything relating to 
Dickens, especially in connection with the drama. 
The result is here ; and whatever its shortcomings 
may be, I can honestly say that I have done my 
conscientious best. 

In the additional volumes in the Gadshill Edition 
of Dickens, entitled " Miscellaneous Papers : Plajrs 
and Poems," which include many valuable rescued 
articles from various newspapers and journals, 
written by Charles Dickens, and most admirably 
collected and edited by Mr. B. W. Matz, to whom 
the honour of rescuing b due, some six plays are 
reprinted. The first three are from the pen of 
Dickens himself, when, as a very young man, he 
began to cast about, seeking for that elusive some- 
thing, a profitable profession, and when his aspira- 
tions made him dream of Thespis and his Cart, as 
he tells us more than once. These three plays 
were produced through the influence of his 
kind friends John Braham, the famous singer and 
proprietor of the St. James's Theatre ; John Hullah, 
the composer; and John Pritt Harley, the great 
comedian of several generations — all Johns together, 
of which fact his lai^e sense of humour no 
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doubt made Charles Dickens, their friend, duly 
appreciative 

This trio of plays—" The Strange Gentleman," 

" The Village Coquettes/' and "Is SheHisWife? "— 

had a first hearing at the St. James's Theatre during 

the years 1836-1837. Of his other play, "The 

Lamplighter,'' which was never acted, I speak in the 

following pages, as also of "Mr. Nightii^ale's 

Diary," and " No Thoroughfare." Concerning the 

numberless adaptations and dramatisations from 

the novels of Dickens — and, personally, I never look 

upon them as novels, but as coloured pictures from 

life — ^I give the fullest information I have, in my 

enthusiasm and research, been able to accumulate 

with the assistance of many theatrical and literary 

friends, including Mr. S. O. Lloyd and Mr. Charles 

CoUette. And I wish especially to acknowledge 

my indebtedness to my old friend Mr. Arthur 

Williams for much assistance in r^ard to the 

casts, many of which he has allowed me to copy 

from his own entertaining collection. In an 

interesting letter, Mr. Williams reminds me of 

many Dickens's parts he has himself played, in- 

dudmg Tilly Slowboy, with Toole, 1867, at the 

T. R. Nottingham, " Dot " ; also Bumble in 

"Oliver Twist," with Toole, same time; likewise 

The Artful Dodger, " Oliver Twist," at the Pavilion, 
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E., 1876; Guppy in "Poor Jo," same theatre, 
same date; Jerry Cnmcher, in "Tale of Two 
Cities," same theatre, 1876; Gabriel Varden, in 
"Bamaby Radge," Kffingham Theatre, 187a; 
Uriah Heep and Micawber, " little Em'ly," at the 
Crystal Palace ; Mr. Toots, " Dcwnbey and S<m," 
Crystal Palace; Trotty Veck, "The Oiimes," 
Pavilicm, 1876; Caleb Plnmmer, "Dot," Yar- 
mouth, 1877; Sam Weller, "Pickwick," Gaiety, 
1881; Dick SwiveUer, "Old Curiosity Shop," 
T. R. Nottix^am, 1867, and many more beside. 

In pursuii^ my expedition in the highwajrs and 
byeways of Dickensland, I have come across many 
curious things, including a Sam Weller play founded 
upon '' Pickwick Abroad," which was perpetrated as 
a continuation of Dickens's work by that notorious 
scribbler, G. W. M. Rejmolds. This was compiled 
by W. T. Moncrieff, and presented at the Strand 
Theatre, with Hammond as Sam, early in July, 1838. 
Althot^ it is spoken of as being " an inferior am- 
tinuation of Boz's inmiortal works," yet it "is 
admirably acted, and is very well done in every 
respect, so that there is no doubt its career will 
be a long and successful one." Was ever a great 
novelist so shamefully treated by his fellow country- 
men? I think I may quote here, in all fairness, 
the observations of a writer in Figaro in London, for 
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April Sth, 1837. He is speaking of the dramatisation 
of the " Pickwick Papers " at the Adelphi Theatre. 
The critic said: "We think that nothing could 
have been better chosen for dramatic effect than 
these inimitable papers; but we wish Boz himself 
had taken the trouble of dramatising those 
magnificent scenes, which none but himself ought 
to be allowed to interfere with. It is a profanation 
for any one to touch what, it is allowed by all, that 
there is no approaching.'' 

Then making a jump forward, I find this amaz- 
ing statement in a Melbourne magazine called the 
Imperial, 1895. "John Garraway, the audacious 
writer of a play on the loves of Queen Victoria and 
Prince Albert, now comes out with something, if 
possible, more extraordinary, under the title 
* Dickens: A Comedy.' This work is somewhat 
of the class of many produced by M. Antoine, at 
Theatre Libre, Paris; without any plot, but just 
the transcript of an episode, like Antoine's vivid 
presentation of the murder of the Due d'Enghein." 

Mr. Garraway's play, it appears, was in one act — 
whether performed or not deponent does not say— and 
set in one scene, which is behind the scenes, at the 
amateur performance given at the Manchester Town 
Hall of Wilkie Collms' 'f Frozen Deep," August, 
1857. I^ this remarkable concoction are introduced 
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Mrs. Cowden Clarke and Miss Teman, who played in 
several pieces with Dickens, and round this actress 
and Dickens is woven a slight love affair. Then 
John Forster, Douglas Jerrold, Mark Lemon also 
appear, and the writer in the Imperial adds : " Ambi- 
tious actors will have an opportunity in this piece of 
impersonating Thackeray, Macready, Bulwer Lytton, 
Leech, Phiz, Bob Romer, and Mr. Bradbury, the 
publisher, though they are terribly lay-figurish, and 
only feeders to Dickens as the Panjandrum." 

I think that is enough of Mr. John Garraway and 
his precious comedy. 

** The influence of Dickens on the Victorian drama 
can scarcely be over-estimated. The majority of the 
works for thestage in the middle partof the nineteenth 
century were more or less dominated by his creations. « 
As T. W. Robertson was influenced by the novels 
of Thackeray, so were H. T. Craven, Tom Taylor, 
Palgrave Simpson, Herman Merivale (in a way), 
Robert Reece, James Albery, and Henry J. Byron 
influenced by the works of Dickens, for all exhibit 
unconsciously the magnetism and imagery of his 
wonderful genius. 

In the course of this work I make frequent 
mention of the name, Theodore Taylor. This was 
said to be the pen-name of John Camden Hotten, 
the publisher, whose business eventually became 
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merged into that of Messrs. Chatto and Windos. 
In the summer of 1870, there was published by 
Mr. Hotten, ''Charles Dickens, the Story of his 
Life," by the author of " The Life of Thackeray." I 
found that the '' Life of Thackeray " was attributed 
to Theodore Taylor, otherwise John Camden Hotten, 
so I naturally concluded that he was the author 
of the " Life of Dickens." In this I was mistaken. 
Then I received information from more than one 
quarter that Theodore Taylor was none other than 
the late W. Moy Thomas, which I thought feasible, 
as Mr. Thomas had written for Dickens in Hous^- 
hold Words and AU the Year Round, and for 
years also he was the highly esteemed dramatic 
critic of the Daily News. But once again I was led 
astray. 

In the first edition of this particular '' Life of 
Charles Dickens," I found in the "Preliminary," 
dated June 29th, 1870, this paragraph : — 

"It would have been impossible to have given 
the data contained in this little book, in the rather 
short time occupied in its preparation, but for the 
hearty assistance of Mr. H. T. Tavemer, an in- 
dustrious litterateur, who had already gathered some 
particulars of the great novelist's public career." 
And now I am able to dear up the matter, and I 
give the explanation in Mr. Tavemer's own words 
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tinder date October 8th, 1910. He states at once 
that Mr. Moy Thomas did not write the life of Charles 
Dickens for John Camden Hotten, and continues, 
''I commenced the work in i860, and the MS. was 
in Mr. Hotten's hands on November 26th, 1867, ^^^ 
a further portion on September 30th, 1869; the 
printers had the MS. on June nth, 1870, and 
the book was published on July 9th— one month 
after Dickens's death. Except the extracts from 
biographies, and the newspapers of June, 1870, 
nearly every line in it I wrote; Mr. Hotten wrote 
the preface. ... He assured me more than once 
that he wrote * The life of Thackeray ' under the 
pen-name of Theodore Taylor, and it was for this 
reason that my book did not bear my name as the 
author, but he made amends in the preface as to my 
share in its production, and the remuneration I 
received was ample." 

That settles the point as far as "The I^ife of 
Charles Dickens " is concerned. 

There have been many readers of Dickens's 
wcftks, the first to follow in the footsteps of the 
Master himself being Mr. Clarance Holt and Mr. 
W. H. C. Nation. In later times Sir Squire Bancroft 
has made a speciality of the Christmas Books, ^ving 
prominence to the '' Christmas Carol." 

I have not touched upon Dickens as a dramatic 
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critic. But the curiotis in this matter will find 
articles from his pen on Grimaldi, William Charles 
Macready, Charles Fechter, Shakespeare's " King 
I^ear," Douglas Jerrold's "Black Ey'd Susan/' 
and other subjects dealing with the stage and the 
amusements of the people in the two extra 
volumes already referred to. 

Amateur performances of original dramatisations 
from Dickens are constantly being given, especially 
by the members of The Dickens Fellowship ; and I 
may draw attention to the clever published adapta- 
tions by Miss I. M. Pagan; to "Chamber Dramas," 
by Mrs. George MacDonald, one of which is a capital 
three-act play called " The Tetterbys "—a note to this 
effect is printed with it, " Mr. Dickens kindly gave 
consent to the use made in this play of part of his 
story of ' The Haunted Man * " ; " Character Sketches 
from Dickens/' by Jno. Wallace Junior; and 
especially to the twenty " Short Plajrs from 
Dickens/' issued in one handy volume, as being 
peculiarly suitable for the use of amateur dramatic 
clubs and societies, skilfully prepared by Mr. Horace 
B. Browne, MA., which are worthy of the care- 
fullest consideration. 

In conclusion I wish to acknowledge my in- 
debtedness to Mr. William Miller for some interesting 
items, and to tender my warmest thanks to Mr. 
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B. W. Matz, the editor of The Dickensian, who 
seems to have been cradled in the works of Dickens, 
for much valuable assistance during the progress of 
''Dickens and the Drama'' through the press, and 
his hearty co-operation in the way of securing 
play-bills and pictures for reproduction. 

S. J. Adair Fitz-Gbraij>. 

Wdibi^bdqn, 

November, 1910. 
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DICKENS AND THE 
DRAMA 

CHAPTER I 
EARLY DAYS OF DICKENS 

APPARENTLY the interest in Charles Dickens 
and his works is destined to live for ever — 
for is not the great master of fiction already one 
of the immortals ? And yet, to what an accident 
do we owe all his marvellous creations ! Of 
course, all readers of Forster's " Life " of the Author 
of the " Pids:wick Papers '' know that his greatest 
ambition, when just b^iiming to decide upon his 
future career, was to become, not an author but — 
an actor (^ The theatrical side of Dickens's life has 
never been clearly explained, but what a vast sea 
of possibilities it contained ! It will be remembered 
that he first attempted to win fame as a dramatist 
when he was hovering between sock and buskin 
and literature, as will be presently made evident. 

Dickens's love of the drama became an ineradic- 
able passion. From quite the earliest da3rs he longed 
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to be a comedian, and tried very hard to see Charles 
Kemble with the object of adopting the stage as 
a profession, ^t about that time he was a parlia- 
mentary reporter for the Morning Chronicle, but 
the ccecoethes scribendi was already strong upon him, 
and he ** commenced author " by having his first 
story, "A Dinner at Poplar Walk" (afterwards 
called '' Mr. Minns and His Cousin "), published in 
the Old Monthly Magazine, December, 1833. He has 
described himself as dropping this paper stealthily 
one evening at twilight, with fear and ti^mbling, 
into a dark letter-box in a dark office up a dark court 
in Fleet Street, and he has also given us particulars 
of his agitation when he saw the sketch in print. 
He received no payment for this nor for many 
subsequent contributions to the same journal. By 
the way, he did not use his well-known pseudonym 
Boz, until August, 1834, when it was attached to 
the paper entitled " The Boarding House." 

But to return to his theatrical aspirations.^ It 
was really while perfecting himself in shorthand and 
working as a reporter at one of the offices in Doctor's 
Commons that Dickens first turned his attention 
to the stage. He was dissatisfied with the work 
and the meagre, uncertain pay, and so from having 
been an ardent playgoer he thought he would turn 
player. As^jhe tells|jus himself, he went to the 
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theatres almost every night for a long time, and 
studied and practised many partsyfemd he was ** so 
much attracted by the * At-Homes ^ of the elder 
Mathews that he resolved to make offer of himself 
to Covent Garden." Consequently, as he says, in 
a letter to his life-long friend, John Forster, ** I 
wrote to Bartley, who was stage man^^er, and told 
him how young I was and exactly what I thought 
I could do, and that I believed I had a strong 
perception of character and oddity, and a natural 
power of reprodudng in my own person what I 
observed in others. This was at the time when I 
was at Doctor's Commons as a shorthand writer 
for the proctors. And I recollect I wrote the letter 
from a little office I had there, where the answer 
came. There must have been something in my 
letter that struck the authorities, for Bartiey wrote 
to me almost immediately to say that they were 
busy getting up the ' Hunchback ' (so they were), 
but that they would communicate with me again 
in a fortni^t. Punctual to the time another letter 
came, with an appointment to do anjrthing of 
Mathews's I pleased before him and Charles Eemble 
on a certain day at the theatre. My sister Fanny 
was in the secret, and was to go with me to play 
the songs* I was laid up when the day came with 
a t^ble bad cold and inflammation <rf the face. • • « 
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I wrote to say so, and added that I wotdd resume 
my application next season. I made a great splash 
in the gallery soon afterwards; the Chronicle 
opened to me; I had a distinction in the little 
world of the newspaper which made one Uke it; 
began to write; didn't want money; had never 
thought of the stage but as the means of getting 
it ; gradually left off turning my thoughts that way 
and never resumed the idea," 

There is the story in a nutshell. What a lucky 
thing for the world that he had that *' terrible bad 
cold " I ^owever, though he never became a pro- 
fessional actor, Charles Dickens made many success- 
ful appearances as an amateury What the stage 
lost, mankind in general gained threefold. 

I may add here, on the authority of the late 
GocBrey Turner jQkhat Dickens at one time contem- 
plated undertaking the desperate rSle of theatrical 
manager by leasing the old Strand Theatre. This 
was, of course, after he had made his name^ Mr. 
Turner wrote: "Nothing would have restrained 
him from a rush into theatrical manc^ement but 
the solemn warning, which at that time, now 
far distant, he received from a man of law that 
he would be making himself liable for untold 
obligations." 

* ^Before entering upon the subject of Ch^l^ 
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Dickens's direct contributions to the stage and to 
his being voluntarily and involuntarily a dramatisti 
it will be more convenient to refer t6 him in the 
light of an actor at those many perf onnances which 
he from time to time took part in— privately and 
publicly for various charitable purposes, and those 
most personal for the pleasure of his own children 
and his particular friends. 

Of course, he had many good and bad criticisms 
passed upon his talents and methods. Mr. Turner 
expresses himself thus : '' If he had been an actor, 
though a certain hardness and dry conventional 
exaggeration somewhat checked the natural flow 
of his humour — a suspicion of this conventionalism 
now and then appearing in his otherwise admirable 
reading of the 'Carol' — he must have shone in 
eccentric comedy.'' 

Many competent critics who witnessed his per- 
formances declare that the great novelist had more 
than the makings of a fine actor in him — he was one. 
The reliable Button Cook wrote : '* Dickens's literary 
successes soon induced him to abandon his intention 
of going upon the stage. . . • Yet he could not 
but bear in mind, long afterwards, how near he 
had once been to ' another sort of life.' Nor could 
he ever relinquish his old fondness for the actor's 
art He obtained great applause as an amateur 
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Dickens and the Drama 

actor, and he became famous as a public reader 
0f his own books; his readings, in truth, dosdy 
resembling ' actings/ or suggesting rather the 
readings of an actor than of an author. He was 
particular alwa3r5 on these occasions as to the 
arrangement of his gas-%hts, that his expression 
and play of face might be properly seen and ap- 
praised. With this view,. a special * gas man ' ever 
accompanied him upon his tours in the provinces. 
He resorted tx) much ' stage business/ and employed 
sundry -stage properties,' where he judged that 
he could in such wise the better enforce or illustrate 
the intention of his books. The copies of his stories 
from which he read in public were marked with 
as many stage directions as are contained in the 
acting editions of a play. When but a lad of sixteen, 
with a fellow-derk in a lawyer's office, he is under- 
stood to have assumed certain characters at a minor 
theatre — probably one of those establishments sup- 
ported entirely by amateur actor^such as then 
existed in \^^lson Street, Grays Inn Lane, and in 
Catherine Street, Strand." One of these places 
is fully described in "Sketches by Boz," under 
the heading "Private Theatres," without the 
slightest exaggeration* The dramatic aspirant was 
able to gratify his ambitious vanity according 
to the size of his pocket— the bigger the part 
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Early Days of Dickens 

the more he paid to make an exhibition of 
himself. And, by the way> as late as 1840, 
and perhaps later, there stood at the comer of 
White Hart Street, Catherine Street (now demo* 
lished). Strand, a private theatre, rejoidr^ in the 
noble and classic nomenclature of the Royal 
Pantheon, where many an amateur who later 
became famous strutted his anxious hour. Indeed^ 
many of these establishments flourished for years 
until amateurs took to hiring more pretentious halls 
and theatres for their performances. A small 
volume, published in 1885, from the pen of W. C. 
Day, entitled " Behind the Footlights," and iUus- 
trated by 6. Brinsley I^ Fanu, is full of information 
about these vanished temples of Thespis. 

^When a mere child, Dickens wrote a tragedy 
called '' Misnar, the Sultan of India/' undoubtedly 
founded on one of the chapters in ''Tales of the 
Genii," a rare book, which formed part of his 
precious library at Chathani^ In after years, when 
attending to his first attempts at dramatic author- 
ship, as we are reminded by F. G. Kitton, " achieved 
at the mature age of eight or ten," he said, '' they 
were represented with great applause to overflowing 
nurseries." At Wellington House Academy he 
got up the inevitable ''Miller and His Men," in 
quite a magnificent manner, and he took '' prominent 
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Dickens and the Drama 

parts in theatrical representations planned by him- 
self and his fellow-pupils, the plays being acted with 
much solemnity before an audience of boys, and 
in the presence of the ushers." 

Ill 1833, when his mind was largely engrossed on 
the first " Sketches by Boz," he wrote a burlesque 
of Shakespeare's terrific tragedy " Othello/' which 
he christened " The O'Thello," which was privately 
played for the benefit of his brothers and sisters 
and parents and friends. When the " O'Thello " 
had been launched, performed, and done with, 
Charles Dickens again became busy with theatrical 
matters, and was not only the stage manager, but 
also the chief performer in a " Private Theatricals " 
entertainment, of which a copy of the very rare 
bill is reproduced on another page. This is certainly 
the earliest play-bill in which Dickens's name 
appears known to be extant. A careful perusal will 
disclose that in his enthusiasm he enrolled all his 
own intimate friends and relations under his 
dramatic banner. For instance, John Dickens was 
his father ; Miss Dickens was his sister Fanny ; Miss 
I/. (lyctitia) Dickens, another sister, who married 
later the Mr. H. Austin mentioned, while Frederick 
and Augustus were, of course, his younger brothers. 
Mr. B. Barrow was presumably a cousin, as 
Dickens's mother's maiden name was Barrow. 

8 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JL^ A^ ^j, ^^ 








^'t h'km/^e^*^tJL' CQ4^ (^QMa*'>/ J«^o A^-* wJ<»/> 
A > €a.U.> C^u, ^a^ -^ ««• 5^t« /»Xi*i, ^<^MXji_, 



y /h^4^^£i<fS::3 J^ 



FACSIMILE OF A PAGE OF THE MANUSCRIPT OF **o'tHELLO," 
WITH CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY BY HIS FATHER, JOHN 
DICKENS. 

{To /ace f. 8. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Early Days of Dickens 

Mr, Walter Herries Pollock writes: "It is a 
l^end at the Theatre Royal, Portsmouth— and 
there may well be truth in it— that Dickens, as a 
very young man, was for a time a member of the 
company. This was told me a few years ago by 
one in authority there, who was on most amicable 
terms with me because of my intimacy with dear 
old Toole, who was then plasdng there for a week. 
This personc^e showed me a playbill which was, no 
doubt, the origin of the Crummies bills. He told 
me," continues Mr, Pollock, as quoted by F. G. 
Eitton, "that he himself well remembered the original 
of Folair, hardly caricatured in the novel, and showed 
me his name in the bill. It was 'Billy Floyer/ 
My friendly informant spoke of this as a tradition 
in which he personally believed from putting 
together the long life of the tradition — and the 
playbill — and the exact description in 'Nicholas 
Nickleby' of the old Portsmouth Theatre— the 
Crummleses and Folair/' The story is also current 
in Portsmouth that Dickens, when visiting that 
seaport town with Forster at the time " Nicholas 
Nickleby " was in the making, " went on " the 
stage at this theatre and asked for a small part. 
This may be true or not. I should say that had 
the risii^ young novelist really desired to appear, a 
vacancy for the experiment would have been found 
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Pickens and the Drama 

for him. It has been sarmised that he simply went 
behind the scenes to chat with the playeis and to 
make himself agreeably welcome as usual. But, 
as we shall see later, he really did belong to a theatri- 
cal troupe run by Davenport. 

<It is generally accepted that Charles Dickens 
first gained his laureb as an actor at the Queen's 
Theatre, Montreal, during his first visit to America 
in 1842 ;^but Theodore Taylor (which is supposed 
to have oeen the nam de guerre of John Camden 
JSotten, the publisher, though I now know that 
Mr. H. T. Tavemer was the real writer), who 
wrote the first published life of the novelist at 
the end of June, 1870, says definitely, ''Dickens's 
extreme fondness for theatricals had tempted him 
to the boards as far back as the year 1836, when 

* Pids:wick ' was publishing, to take a part in 

* The Strange Gentleman,' at St. James's Theatre." 
This, although it is denied on very good authority, 
is not at all improbable. " The Strange Gentle- 
man" was one of Dickens's own burlettas, and 
very likely he played for a time one of the three 
waiters of the St. James's Arms, where the scene 
of the play is laid. Besides, Dickens's joyous spirit 
Would deUght in such an adventure, and he was 
an especial favourite with John Pritt Harley, the 
chief comedian in King's Street, St James's. 
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STAGE MANAGER. MR. CBaRLES DICKENS. 



ON SATURDAY EyENING, APRIL 27, 1833. 



Alt INTaODUCTO&T PROLOGUE; 
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CHAPTER II 
AS AN AMATEUR ACTOR 

THE plays chosen to be represented in Montreal 
with the officers of the garrison for the 
benefit of a charity, were ^'A Roland for an 
Oliver," "Two O'clock in the Morning" — a 
favourite piece with Charles Mathews, his great, 
idol, and "Deaf as a Post" Writing to John 
Forster, on May 26th, 1842, Charles Dickens says 
enthusiastically : " The play came off last night. 
The audience, between five and six hundred 
strong, were invited as to a party, a regular 
table with refreshments being spread in the lobby 
and saloon* We had the band of the Twenty- 
Third (one of the finest in the service) in the 
orchestra, the theatre was lighted with gas, the 
scenery was excellent, and the properties were all 
brought from private houses." Dickens took the 
precaution to send to New York for a wig. Now 
here is an important point as to his acting activities : 
" If they had done * I^ve, I<aw, and Physick,' as at 
£rst proposed,! was already ^ up ' in Flexible, having 
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Dickens and the Drama 

played it of old, before my authorship days ; but 
if it should be Splash in the ' Young Widow/ you 
will have to do me the favour to imagine me in a 
smart livery coat, shiny black hat and cockade, 
white knee-cords, white top boots, blue stock, small 
whip, red cheeks and dark eyebrows." 

However, as neither of these pieces, which he 
had presumably acted in at the private theatre 
already alluded to, were given, he had to study 
other parts. He evidently worked very hard to 
make the entertainment at Montreal a success. '' I 
am not, however," he exclaims, " let me tell you, 
placarded as a stage-mans^er for nothing. Every* 
body was told they would have to submit to the 
most iron despotism ; and didn't I come Macready 
over them? Oh, no. By no means. Certainly 
not. The pains I have taken with them, and the 
perspiration I have expended, during the last ten 
days, exceed in amount anything you can imagine. 
I had regular plots of the scenery made out, and 
lists of the properties wanted ; and had them nailed 
up by the prompter's chair. Every letter that 
was to be delivered was written, every piece of 
money that had to be given, provided ; and not a 
single thing lost sight of. I prompted myself, when 
I was not on; when I was, I made the r^ular 
prompter of the theatre my deputy ; and I never 
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C OMMITTE E, 

Ifnu TOEBENS. I Mrs, PERRY. 

W. 0. ERMATINGER, Esq. | Captain TOERENS. 
THE EARL OP MOLGRAVE. 

STAGE MANAGER— MR. CHARLES DICKENS. 
QUEEN'S THEATRE, MONTREAL. 

ON WEDNESDAY EVENING. MAY 25th, 1842, 
WILL BB PERFORMED, 

A ROLAND FOR AN OLIVER. 



MRS. SELBORNE. ^ ^^ jivts^ 

MARIA DARLINGTON. ^>>U44 ^'Uyf/uix^ 



MRS. FIXTURE. ^ \cf9 ^H^t^Vt 



MR. SELBORNE. f6w^ TkuJUu»4i. . 

ALFRED HIGHFLYER. ^ X^ cl^uJkJ J^JiLMc/ 



AFTER WBICn, AK INTERLUDB l» OHB SCEKl^ (FROIC THE 7REHCE,) CAILKD 

fast Cto0 0C l0di hr t^^ Pnrmng. 

THE STRANGER • Uyf^a^^u ^i^^^^k/Iu 

MR SNOBBINGTON. -^^C^^Ui^ Ahc>ic4L^ 



TO CONCLUDE WITU THt lARCB, IN ONE ACT, ENTITLE© 

DEAF AS A POST. 

MRS. PLUMPLEY. ^^ -&l/tfc^c/ 

AMY TEMPLETON. X^f^ cCjUj fi^c:^(xHJ !'! !! l!t 

SOPHY WALTON. %^ 7^€AXuu . 

SALLY MAGGS. •.^ y^U^o 9^Aio 

CAPTAIN TEMPLETON. — CtK^UzAAi J^iajl^pU 
MR. WALTON. ^-^Mu^ iia€/ru^fij6^ 

g;sguM8.rPv— ^£^^- 

GALLOP. hJieA^^ J^Z^K^^^^. 

Montreal, May 24, 1842. gazkttk offiok. 

FACSIMILE OP play-bill OF PRIVATE THEATRICALS AT MONTREAL SHOWING 

NAMES OF PERFORMERS IN DICKENS*S HANDWRITING^ Va^/-sI/> 
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As an Amateur Actor 

/saw anything so perfectly tonch-and-go as the first 
two pieces. The bedroom scene in the interlude 
was as well famished as Vestris had it; with a 
* practicable ' fireplace blazing away like mad, and 
everything in a concatenation accordingly. I really 
do believe that I was very funny : at least, I know 
that I latched heartily at myself, and made the 
part a character such as you and I know very well." 
And so on to the same effect. Mrs. Dickens played 
in " Deaf as a Post," and played very well. Dickens 
himself performed in all three pieces, and was a 
great success. His enthusiasm and hard work must 
have been infectious. " Thorot^hness " was the 
keynote in all he did. And he was always full of 
the same energy whenever he undertook the manage- 
ment and production of any comedy or drama. 
Frequently he would not only ** produce " the piece, 
as they say nowadays, but he would also invent the 
costumes and design the scenery — and be head of 
everything. Before he appeared on the stage agoia 
three years elapsed, during which time he wrote 
his " American Notes," " Martin Chuzzlewit," and 
the "Christmas Carol," and, incidentally, a pro- 
logue to Westland Marston's *' Patrician's Daughter," 
which Macready brought out at Drury I^ane Theatre, 
December loth, 1842. 

Westland Marston at this time was an unknown 
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Dickens and the Drama 

dramatist^ and the '' Patridan's Dai^hter'* was 
his maiden effort* Dickens read the piinted play 
prior to its prodoction, and evidently being struck 
with its devemeeSf indicated a desire to assist the 
young author on his road to success by writing 
some introductory lines. So he wrote to Macready i 
'^ The more I think of Marston's play, the more I 
fed tiiat a prologue to the purpose would hdp it 
materially, and almost dedde the fate of any ttcUidi 
point on the first night Now, I have an idea (not 
easily explainable in writing, but told in five words) 
that would take the prologue out of the conventional 
dress of prologues quite. Get the curtain up with 
a dash, and begin the play with a sledge-hammer 
blow. If, on consideration, you should agree with 
me, I win write the prologue heartily.'' Although 
the piece, bemg a tr^^edy in modem dress, was a 
fair success, the experiment was not encouraging. 
But the kindness of Dickens was there. Macready 
spoke tiie prologue, which b^ins — 

" No tale of streaming plumes and harness bright 
Dwells on the poet's maiden harp to-night ; 
No trumpet's damonr and no battle's fire 
Breathes in the accents of his lyre ; 
Enough for him, if in his lowly strain 
He wakes one honaehdd echo not in vain ; 
Rnongh for him, if in his boldest wocd 
The beating heart of man be dimly heard." 
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The two last lines being — 

''Not tight its import and not poor its mien ; 
Yotuadves the actors^ and yoor homes tbdr aoene." 

But " The Patrician's Daughter " did not run 
long. Its method came before its time, and was 
soon forgotten. 

After a long sojourn in Italy, where he made 
himself thorot^hly acquainted with the Italian 
theatres and the opera, to say nothing of their 
puppets, which completely enraptured his fantastic 
fancy, Dickens was at home c^ain in June, 1845, 
writing in this strain : ''Are we to have tiiat play ? 
Have I spoken of it ever since I came from lyondon 
as a settled thing ? (The subject was first mooted 
in the previous December.) I do not know if I have 
ever told you seriously, but I have often thought 
that I should certainly have been as successful on 
the boards as I have been between them. I assure 
you that when I was on the stage at Montreal (not 
having played for years) I was as much astonished 
at the reality and ease, to myself, of what I did as 
if I had been another man. See how oddly things 
turn out.'' Strange that he should have so con- 
stantly harped upon this one string. And yet 
when once one has smelt the footlights one never 
forgets — ^the taste in always there»^ * 

However, 1^ July 22nd the play ** Every Man 
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in His Humour/' by Ben Jonson, was selected and 
cast, and the theatre all but engaged. For this 
the co-operation of his friends on the staff of 
''Punch" was secured, and the piece was duly 
presented at the Royalty Theatre by a most dis- 
tinguished company of amateurs, each of whom was 
a "somebody," but not one member of which 
survives. Miss Kelly, one of the genuine old school 
of professionals, was the proprietor of the little 
house in Dean Street — which, to be candid, she 
badly managed, through paying too much heed to 
her own whims and fancies. Dickens had an inter- 
view with her to arrange preliminaries, and this is 
how he describes it : '' Heavens 1 such a scene as 
I have had with Miss Kelly, this morning 1 She 
wanted us put off until the theatre should be cleaned 
and brushed up a bit, and she would and she would 
not, for she b es^er to have us and alarmed when 
she thinks of us. By the foot of Pharaoh, it was 
a great scene 1 Especially when she choked and 
had the glass of water brought. She exaggerates 
the importance of our occupation, dreads the least 
prejudice against her establishment in the minds 
of any of our company, says the place already has 
quite ruined her, and, with tears in her eyes, pro- 
tests that any jokes at her additional expense in 
print would drive her mad. By the body of Caesar, 
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As an Amateur Actor 

the scene was incredible t It's like a preposterous 
dream f As to the jokes, poor Miss Kelly evidently 
had Mark Lemon and the irrepressible humour of 
*' Punch " in her mind. Miss Francis Maria Kelly 
was a famous actress in her day, and was a great 
friend of Charles Lamb. She lived to the good old 
Bge of ninety-three, and passed away in 1882. 

On September 21, 1845, then, "Every Man 
in His Humour" was presented at the Royalty 
Theatre, with the following cast : — 

KnoweijCi {an old gentleman) . . Mr. Henry Mayhew. 

Edward Knoweij, {his son) . . Mr. Frederick Dickens. 

Brainworm {the father's nuin) Mr. Mark Lemon. 
Georgb Downright (a plain 

squire) Mr. Dudley Costello. 

WKTpLBRKD {his half-brother) . . Mr. George Cattermole. 

KiTSifY (a merchani) . . . • Mr. John Forster. 

Captain Bobadii« (a PauTs man) Mr. Charles Dickens. 

Mastsr Stsphbn (a country gull) Mr. Douglas Jerrold. 

Master MaThew {the town gull) Mr. John Leech. 

Thomas Cash {Kitely's cashier) Mr. Augustus Dickens. 

OidVBR Cobb (a water-bearer) . . Mr. Perdval Leigh. 
JX7STICB Ci«BBCBNT {an old merry 

magistrate) Mr. Frank Stone. 

RoGBR Format, {his clerk) . • Mr. Bvans. 

WIU4AM Mr. GUbert Abbot 

A'Beckett. 

James .. Mr. W. B. Jerrold. 

Dame KrrsZrV {KiUly's wife) . . Miss Fortescue. 

Mistress Bridget {her sister) Miss Hinton. 

Tib {Cobb's wife) ^. • . Miss Bew. 

I may state at once that this Royalty cast has 
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never been accurately presented before. John 
Forster does not give it, nor does F. G. Kitton, nor 
T« £. Pemberton. I^ter the performance was 
repeated at the St. James's Theatre, on November 
15th. On the playbill on this occasion it is stated, 
"His Royal Highness Prince Albert has been 
pleased to express his intention of being present." 
Mr. W. Eaton replaced Mr. A'Beckett as William, 
otherwise the cast was the same as at the Royalty. 
The concluding item was "Two O'clock in the 
Morning," with Charles Dickens as Snobbington 
and Mark I^emon as The Stranger. 

Dickens, in Ben Jonson's admirable comedy 
made such an excellent Captain Bobadil that 
Charles Robert Leslie, R.A., painted a most realistic 
picture of him in that character. The moment 
selected is when Captain Bobadil shouts out — 
" A gentleman 1 Odds so, I am not within." 
I am tmder the impression that " Every Man in 
His Humour" was given twice at the St. James's 
Theatre — the second time for some charity, un- 
named. Before the dose of 1845, Charles Dickens 
and his company gave a performance of Beaumont 
and Fletcher's " Elder Brother." The St. James's 
Theatre at this time was in a very parlous state, 
and all sorts of performances took place — amateur 
and otherwise. However, the regular season b^an 
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As an Amateur Actor 

again on December 6th with comedy and farce, 
interleaved, so to speak, with Robert Harden's 
"Soirees Fantastiques." 

It was generally conceded that the amateurs 
were far above the average. Mark I^emon had 
most of the stuff, conventional and otherwise, of a 
regular actor about him, while Dickens was looked 
upon as a bom comedian, his strength being more 
in the vividness and variety of his assumptions than 
in the completeness of his portraiture. He had 
studied Charles Mathews to excellent purpose. This 
" enabled him to present in Bobadil, after a richly 
coloured picture of bombastical extravagance and 
comical exaltation in the earlier scenes, a contrast 
in the later of tragical humiUty and abasement that 
had a wonderful effect." As a stage-manager, and 
as master of all the mechanical and technical needs, 
he received from all the most unstinted praise. 

In 1847 it was decided to organise a theatrical 
benefit on behalf of Lei^ Hunt, to whom, however, 
a civil list pension of two hundred a year was granted 
by lyord John Russell just as the announcement of 
the intention to assist had been made« However, 
it was still decided to give some performances out 
of London to dear off past liabilities and '' enable 
a delightful writer better to enjoy the easier the 
future that had at last been opened to him/' At 
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the same time they were all anxious to lend a helping 
hand to John Poole the dramatist, who had fallen 
upon evil days — John Poole who wrote the never- 
to-be-forgotten popular play of " Paul Pry." It 
was resolved to give two representations of Ben 
Jonson's comedy — one at Manchester, and one at 
I<iverpooL Amongst the strolling players besides 
Dickens there were Henry Mayhew, Mark I^emon, 
George Cattermole, John Forster, John Leech, 
Douglas Jerrold, Frank Stone, Augustus Egg, 
Dudley Costello, George Henry I^ewes, and George 
Cruikshank. At Manchester, on July 26th, there- 
fore, was presented " Every Man in His Humour," 
with " A Good Night's Rest," and " Turning the 
Tables." Prior to the chief event, Dickens stepped 
forward and delivered a prologue written by Thomas 
Noon Talfourd. While at Liverpool he gave one 
specially written by Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton. 
At Liverpool the farce was " Comfortable Lodgings ; 
or, Paris in 1750." Once more " Every Man in His 
Humour" was done with a charitable object in 
view— this time on May 17th, 1848, in aid of " The 
Fund for the Endowment of a Perpetual Curatorship 
of Shakespeare's House," at the Theatre Royal, 
Haymarket. The cast was identical with that 
of Manchester and Liverpool, except that Mrs. 
Cowden-Clarke, who wrote the splendid Shakespeare 
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Concordance, played Tib, while Miss Portescue and 
Miss Kenworthy were the Dame Eitely and Mistress 
Bridget respectively. Again the critics were enthu- 
siastic, and said that ** such a Bobadil as that of 
Mr. Dickens had not been seen within the memory 
of living man," while Mrs. Cowden-Qarke de- 
scribed the acting of the braggart Captain as a 
veritable piece of genius, and Leigh Hunt considered 
that it had *' a spirit in it of intellectual apprehension 
beyond anything existing on the stage." At tiie 
Haymarket the piice de resistance was followed by 
"I/>ve, I<aw, and Physic," by James Kenney, 
with Dickens as Flexible. This performance realised 
three hundred and nineteen pounds fourteen shillings. 
By the way, at the sale of the theatrical effects of 
J. I<. Toole, 1906, in the prompt copy of " Every 
Man in His Humour," prepared by Charles Dickens, 
fetched eleven sovereigns* 

In the Theatrical Tifnes for Saturday, July 31st, 
1847, appeared this interesting paragraph : '' Miss 
Kelly's. We witnessed a rehearsal here a few even« 
ings Bgo ; and althot^h, of course, we are not at 
liberty to criticise it, we must express our admiration 
of the performances of Dickens in Bobadil, Jerrold 
in Master Stephen, Mark I^emon in Brainworm, etc. 
In * Turning the Tables,' Dickens was capital, and 
Miss Kelly supported him with admirable humour." 
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CHAPTER IIL 

MANY PERFORMANCES- 

SEVERAL fresh schemes for more productions 
were gone into in the year 1848, and such 
plays as the "Alchemist," which was rehearsed 
and Dickens cast for Sir Epicure Mammon, in which 
it is thought he would shine; '* Beggar's Bush"; 
Goldsmith's " Good Natured Man," which is always 
worth reviving; Douglas Jerrold's striking drama, 
"The Rent Day," and Lord Lytton's "Money," 
were carefully considered and eventually abandoned 
for the " Merry Wives of Windsor," in which Mark 
I/cmon played Falstaflf without padding 1 Forster 
played Ford, and Dickens Justice Shallow. 
Altogether nine performances of Shakespeare's 
comedy, supplemented by Kenney's "lyove, Law, 
and Physic," were given at Manchester, Liverpool, 
Edinburgh, Birmingham, and Glasgow, two of 
which occurred in London at the Hajrmarket. At 
the second representation in the metropolis. Queen 
^^ctoria and Prince Albert were present. The first 
production was at the Hajrmarket, on April 15th, 
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while the final one of this ** tour " took place at 
Glasgow on July 20th. Dickens was, of coursei 
the prime mover. ''His animal spirits, unresting 
and supreme authority, were the attraction at 
rehearsal at morning, and on the stage at night. 
At the quiet, early dinner, and the more jovial, 
unrestrained supper, where all engaged were 
assembled daily, his was the brightest face, the 
lightest step, the pleasantest word. There seemed 
to be no rest to that wonderful vitality." 

In "Recollections of Writers," Mrs. Cowden- 
Clarke, speaking of the rehearsals, says, " Charles 
Dickens, ever-present, superintending, directing, 
with sleepless activity and vigilance : the essence 
of punctuality and methodical precision himself, 
he kept incessant watch that others should be 
unfailingly attentive and careful throughout. Un- 
like most professional rehearsals, where waiting 
about, dawdling, and losing time seem to be the 
order of the day, the rehearsals under Charles 
Dickens's stage-managership were strictly devoted 
to work — serious, earnest work; the consequence 
was that when the evening's performance came, the 
pieces went off with a smoothness and polish that 
belong only to finished stage-business and practised 
performers. He was always there, among the first 
arrivers at rehearsals, and remained in a conspicuous 
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position daring their progress till the very last 
moment of conclusion. He had a small table 
placed rather to one side of the stage, at which he 
generally sat as the scenes went on in which he 
himself took no part. On this table rested a 
moderate-sized box, its interior divided into con- 
venient compartments for holding papers, letters, 
etc., and their interior was always the very pink 
of neatness and orderly arrangement. Occasionally 
he would leave his seat at the managerial table, and 
stand with hb back to the footlights in the very 
centre of the front of the stage, and view the whole 
effect of the rehearsal performance as it proceeded, 
observing the attitudes and positions of those 
engs^ed in the dialogue and their mode of entrance 
and exit, etc., etc. He never seemed to overlook 
anything, but to note the very slightest point that 
conduced to the * well-going' of the whole per- 
formance. With all his supervision, however, it 
was pleasant to remark the utter absence of dicta- 
torialness or arrogation of superiority that dis- 
tinguished his mode of ruling his troop : he exerted 
his authority firmly and perpetually, but in such 
a manner as to make it universally felt to be for 
no purpose of self-assertion or self-importance ; on 
the contrary, to be for the sole purpose of ensuring 
general success to their united efforts.'' 
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For just upon two years Charles Dickens kept 
to his books, sending forth '^ Dombey and Son/' 
the Christmas story called "The Haunted Man," 
and, above all, '* David Copperfield," which many 
consider his best story, being certainly composed 
in a more or less biographical frame of mind. 
'* David Copperfield " was his own favourite — and 
I think it is most people's, though it is not so 
brilliant as "A Tale of Two Gties." In 1850 
" Household Words " was projected and launched, 
and then returned the restless desire for play-acting 
again — ^his hobby, his diversion, and his delight. 

At Enebworth, Lord Lytton's beautiful mansion, 
commencing November i8th, 1850, there were 
three repetitions of " Every Man in His Humour," 
with the cast almost identical with that already 
given. The changes were in the parts of Enowell, 
which was taken by Mr. DelmS Raddiffe and 
Edward Enowell by Mr. Henry Hawkins, after- 
wards to be Lord Chief Justice of England. The 
ladies' parts were played by Miss Anne Romer, 
Miss Hogarth, and Mrs. Mark Lemon, who replaced 
Mrs. Dickens, who had acted Tib during the trip 
in the country. She was disabled by an accident 
from appearing. The after-piece was Mrs. Inchbald's 
*' Animal Magnetism." 

For a loi^ time Dickens had cherished the idea 
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of forming some sort of institution or society for 
the benefit and advantage of all writers and artists, 
and at Knebworth the scheme took shape ; it was 
resolved to get up special entertainments to create 
an endowment fund, and so, tentatively at any 
rate, came into existence the " Guild of Literature 
and Art." Lord Ljrtton (then Sir F4ward) specially 
wrote a five-act comedy, called ** Not so Bad as We 
Seem," and Dickens was to prepare a farce. '^ In 
a few months," according to John Forster, " every- 
thing was ready, except a farce which Dickens was 
to have written to follow the comedy, and which 
unexpected cares of management and preparation 
were held to absolve him from." There were other 
reasons. *'I have written the first scene," he 
wrote, '* and it has points droll in it, more farcical 
points than you commonly find in farces — ^really 
better. Yet I am constantiy striving, for my 
reputation's sake, to get into it a meaning that is 
impossible in a farce; constantiy thinking of it, 
therefore against the grain, and constantiy im- 
pressed with a conviction that I could never act 
in it myself with that wild abandonment which can 
alone carry a farce off. Wherefore I have confessed 
to Bulwer L3rtton, and asked for absolution." 
There was substituted a new farce of Lemon's, to 
which, however, Dickens soon contributed so many 
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jokes and so much Gampish and other fun of his 
own, that it came to be in effect a joint piece of 
authorship. This play was called **Mr. Night- 
mgale's Diary." "Mr. Nightingale's Diary," of 
which more later, was printed in pamplet form in 
1851, and will be found in *' Miscellaneous Papers — 
Plays and Poems." 

The new programme beiii^ at last settled and 
everjrthing perfectly ready, after much hard labour 
on all sides, the performance took place at Devonshire 
House, through the courtesy and kindness of the 
Duke of Devonshire, on May 27th, 1851, before 
Queen Victoria and the Prince Consort and a very 
large audience. The comedy, perhaps, was not 
wisely chosen, as it proved too long, and, to tell the 
truth, somewhat tedious. However, it was all for 
a good cause, and the success was considerable 
enough to encourage its transference to the Hanover 
Square Rooms, where, after a series of representa- 
tions, it was performed by these gifted strollers in 
the country. I append a copy of one of the bills 
of the play of this very unique affair. 

HANOVER SQUARE ROOMS. 
On Wednesday Evening, June iSth, 1851. 
THB AMAXmJR C(»fPANY OP THE Gxmj> OP I4TBRATURB 

AND Art. 
To encourage life Assnranoe, and other Provident 
habits among Authors and Artists ; to render such assistance 
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to both as shall never compromise their independence ; and 
to found a new Institution where honourable rest from 
arduous labour shall still be associated with the discharge 
of congenial duties ; 

We have the Honour of Performing for the Third Time 
a New Comedy in Five Acts, by Sir Bdward Bulwer Lytton, 
Bart., called — 

NOT SO BAD AS WE SEEM: 
or, Many Sidbs to a Characibr. 

The Duks op Middi^ssbz . . Mr. Frank Stone. 
The Bari, op Loftus . . . . Mr. Dudley CosteUo. 

(Peers aUached to the son of James II., commonly 
called the First Pretender.) 
Lord Wii«mot (a young Man at 

the head of the Mode more than 

a century ago, son to Lord 

Loftus) 

Mr. ShadowIiY Sopthbad (a 

young gentleman from the 

City, Friend and Double of 

Lord Wilmof) 
MR.HARDMAN (a Rising Member 

of Parliament and adherent to 

Sir Robert Walpole) 
Sol Gbopprby Thornsidb (a 

gentleman of good family and 

estate) 

Mr. Goodbi^ough Basy {in busi- 
ness, highly respectable, and a 

friend of Sir Geoffrey) 
Lord Lb Trdcmbr 
Sir Thomas Tdod 
cownbi, funt . . 
Smart {valet to Lord Wilmoi) 
HODGB {servant to Sir Geoffrey 

Thomside) . . . • . • Mr. John Tenniel. 
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Mr. Douglas Jerrold. 



Mr. John Porster. 



Mr. Mark Lemon. 



Mr. P. W. Topham. 
Mr. Peter Cunningham. 
Mr. Westland Marston. 
Mr. R. H. Home. 
Mr. Wilkie Collins. 
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Paddy O'Suuivan (Mr. FaUen's 

Landlord) Mr. Robert Bell. 

Mr. David Pau^bn {Grub Street 

author and pamphleteer) . • Mr. Augostos ^g. 
Lord Sirongbow, Sir John Bruin, Coppbe House 

Loungers, Drawers, Watchmen and Newsmen. 
Lucy {daughter to Sir Geoffery 

Thomside) Mrs. Henry Comptoii* 

Barbara {daughter to Mr. Easy) Miss Yoang. 
The SQiBnt Lady op Deadman's 

Lane Mrs. Coe. 

There is no need to detail the scenery, which was 
painted by well-known artists of the day, including 
David Roberts, R.A., Garkson Stanfidd, W. Tdbin, 
and Thomas Grieve. 

The performance conduded with an original 
farce in one act by Mr. Charles Dickens and Mr. 
Mark Lemon, called — 

MR. NIGHTINGALE'S DIARY. 

Mr. NicnnNGAi^E . . . • Mr. Dudley CosteUo. 
Mr. Gabbi«ewig {of the Middle 

Temple) Mr. Charles Dickens. 

Tip {his tiger) Mr. Augustas Bgg. 

Sl^AP {professionally, Mr. Flor* 

ndviUe) . . . . . . Mr. Mark Lemon. 

LitHERS {landlord of the Water 

Lily) .. ... .. Mr. WiUde Collins. 

RosiNA •« ^ .. .. Miss SQen Chaplin. 

Susan ^. ^ ^ ... Mrs. Coe. 

Durii^ the progress of the comitry tour the chief 
piece was oonsiderably altered and cut, and in the 
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printed copy many changes are indicated, which 
were no doubt judiciously contrived by Charles 
Dickens with the author's cognisance. 

From Mr. R. H. Home's " Recollections of 
Contemporaries " I extract the following interesting 
particulars concerning the production at Devonshire 
House : — 

** The Duke gave us the use of his large picture- 
gallery, to be fitted up with seats for the audience ; 
and his library adjoining for the erection of the 
theatre. The latter room being longer than required 
for the stage and the scenery, the back portion of 
it was screened off for a * green room.' Sir Joseph 
Paxton was most careful in the erection of the 
theatre and seats. There was a special box for the 
Queen. None of the valuable paintings in the 
picture-gallery (arranged for the auditorium) were 
removed; but all were faced with planks and 
covered with silk velvet draperies. Dickens was 
unanimously chosen general manager and Mark 
Ivcmon stage-manager. We had a professional 
gentleman for prompter (Mr. Coe, of the Haymarket 
Theatre) as none of the amateurs could be trusted 
with so technical, ticklish, and momentous a duty. 
Never in the world of theatres was a better manager 
than Charles Dickens. Without, of course, question- 
ing the superiority of Goethe (in the Weimar Theatre) 
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as a manager in all matters of high-dass dramatic 
literature, one cannot think he could have been so 
excellent in all general requirements, stage effects, 
and practical details. Equally assiduous and un- 
wearying as Dickens, surely very few men never 
were, or could possibly be. He appeared almost 
ubiquitous and sleepless." 

Amongst those who attended the first per- 
formance were, besides Her Majesty Queen Victoria 
and Prince Albert, the Duke of Wellington, Lord 
Macaulay, Chevalier Bunsen, and a number of other 
notabilities. The character assigned to Dickens 
in the comedy was that of Lord Wilmot, described 
in the bill, as above, as '^ a young man at the head 
of the mode more than a century ago," a part which 
conceivably did not suit him, and indeed that was 
the impression of those present and who acted with 
him. He was quite too modem in all things. '' His 
bearing on the stage," we are told, " and the tone 
of his voice were too rigid, hard, and quarter-deck- 
like for such ' rank and fashion,' while his make-up 
(in three-cornered cocked hat, black-curled wig, 
huge sleeve-cuffs, long-flapped waistcoat, knee- 
breeches, etc.) he failed to carry off with the proper 
air, and caused him to appear more like the captain 
of a Dutch privateer." In the farce, however, he 
appears to have been inimitable, and Miss Mitf ord. 
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the authoress of ^' Our YiHage," who witnessed the 
play, pronounced certain parts of his acting as some-* 
thing wonderful. He impersonated Mr. Gabblewig 
on the first occasion; but according to the cast 
printed on the playbill, when "Mr. Nightingale's 
Diary " was revived at Tavistock House in 1855, 
he more than doubled the part, for we find that 
(under the nam de thi&ire of Mr. Crummies) he 
personified no less than five individuals besides that 
of Mr. Gabblewig— one of them being a deaf sexton, 
Sam WeUe^j and another, a Mrs. Gamp-like character, 
"assuming different disguises and changing his 
dress, voice, and look with a rapidity which the 
most practised entertainer might envy." Readers 
of the published play will easily understand these 
remarks. 

F. G. Kitton, in chatty fashion, tells this anecdote : 
" Ah, Sir, it's a universal observation in the pro» 
fession, Sir, that it was a great loss to the public 
when you took to writing books," and continues, 
" Such was the pr^nant remark addressed to 
Dickens by the master-carpenter at one of the 
theatres, while shaking his head with an intensely 
mournful air. Although complimentary to his 
dramatic ability, Dickens could hardly be expected 
to accept this observation as a flattering tribute to 
his genius as an author, the more especially as 
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* Copperfidd * had then been recently published. 
The deliberate opinion of the master-carpenter was 
the outcome of some ' wonderful ideas * that Dickens 
explained to him respecting certain contrivances 
which he (the novelist) had conceived for adapting 
the difficulties of a comedietta entitled * Used Up ' 
to a small stage." This piece was by Charles 
Mathews, and was privately performed at Rocking- 
ham Castle early in 1851, with Charles Dickens as 
Sir Charles Coldstream, and one who saw it spoke 
of his representation of that character as being 
more than excellent. The ennui of Sir Charles, 
his mental inanity, the voraciousness of his appetite 
when he assumed the garb and functions of a plough* 
boy, were so admirably rendered that his American 
friend, Mr. J. T. Fields, believed it impossible for 
even Mathews himself to have surpassed it. At 
this point I think Justin McCarthy's opinion may 
be appropriately given : " During the earlier 
days of my work in London journalism I had the 
great good fortune to make the personal acquaint** 
ance of Charles Dickens. I was only a b^inner 
in literature at the time, and was an absolutely 
obscure young man ; but I was fortunate enough 
to obtain an introduction to Dickens, and I found 
him always friendly, genial and kind. I can well 
recall even at the present moment the thrill of 
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gratification which I used to fed in those far-off 
days, when on casually meeting Charles Dickens 
I found that he recognised me and even remembered 
my name. I was ever unfailing in my attendance 
at Dickens's readings in I/mdon, and became filled 
with the conviction which impressed itself on most 
of those who heard them, that if he had chosen to 
make the stc^e his career, he would have ranked 
amongst the greatest English actors. The world 
has good reason to rejoice that he kept to his own 
work and has left us in his books a living reality, 
whereas even had he been the greatest of actors, he 
could have bequeathed to us nothing but tradition.'* 

The brilliant author of " The History of Our 
Times " wrote the above in 1905. 

Although the actor's life had a supreme fascina- 
tion for Dickens, there were so many urgent literary 
calls upon his time that it was quite six years from 
the date of the I/iverpool scenes of '^ Used Up " and 
"Mr. Nightingale's Diary," in September, 1852, 
before he appeared in public again. But every 
year, and sometimes more than once in the year, 
he devised home performances for the entertainment 
of hb children. ''Carrying my memory back to 
his home in the first half of 1854," ^7^ John Forster, 
''there are few things that arise more pleasantly 
in connection with it than the children's theatricals. 

34 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Plillanioiifc Ian, llTenMl 

Oa VftlDAT STSMINCI, SmSKBaK •*«, IMSL 

THE AKATBVB OOMPANT 

flllUIFUfEiATIIEmT; 



(THIS ] 



TBBIB &A8TVICBT Of rBBrOBKABOl^l 



USED UP 



Sot Cnuut Coc«nB««, Bat 



Tn Hwwmw Tom Stvoxi^ 
Wram, Ip F«fw) 

Jmu laosmcffp 



IiiST CUTOUUCft* 



Salooa is Sr Oitibs CoUitnni's Boom, 
DiMaDtTiMrafdMBiw. . 
lolokr «r n Old F«n> Hoow. 



Un 0HABLB8 BIOKBNfl^ 

Mi; OOE 

Mi. JOUK TBllllIE]; 

Vk. F. W. TOPHAB. 

Mr. MARK LEMOB. 

Mr. AUOU8TU8 EOO, AJU. 

Mr. WILKIE 00LLIM8, 

Mo. BENBT OOMPTOH. 

MoL COB. 



PfeiDe«d I7 tfi; PITT. 

„ iU. STAKnBU). BA. 
« Ur. PITIL 



«iK» vux, M nnaoccAMMrfuSSnTBa pu 



fHv«^ iv «k «k mm (rw« I* 



TtWodrftwUh, (t— WHtod gy)ff gftgftSSj"Q»> Af.iyMfcCHABLE8 PICBEIS 



MtWi(iiiiiMH>i 

Mr.OiMUWw. fofA^BOAl^ivb) . 
Caiusr Bit, (fiBMHi • 

Mcl^nxn, k P^ininM mI CWi.ir«iff Drnbi) 

A RnracusuPlDULtt 
ADeatScixmi, . • • 

Tir, (Mr. Oabbuvm^ T^ 

fiur. (fMMiama$ Mr. Fb rnbHU t OmUn, ic|»r) 

Mr. TKm> (faorfT ^rt« ««M»l>i C oi y d M d. ) 

A Vmgoci To«m Psmoh » m Oovmncs er '*Uau 



Mir. VBABK BTOBB. A.BJL 
Mir ,0HABLB8 DI0SBV8. 

I Mc At70t7STU8 BOO. A.BA. 
I Mr. MARK LBMOB. 

Mr. WILKIE C0LLIB8. 
Mkt P/NBT YOUWa 
Kn. COB. 



I Itafto MHMM If Mb HMM^ ■ 

ftoi^Htoii w ii r i mn y ^ 

ir TAB WBOIB PBQDVOID UMDU THE DIBECTION OP MB CBAILE8 AICKEIUL 

TI»LtedAnmfmmkwidtrA»taf t fi u mime$^ Mr.WiOimBm B i m . 



g|W i| »m fc«Cfc«h, T» 



__ MOMt IUiitatt*M^«rttBMB«Mtiiftk1lkMi 

BKTBAMCB TO ALL PABTS OF THE HALL FBOM HOPE SIBBIT. 



Mw nonm MIL MIX. luaox mm; 

FACSIMILE OF PLAY-BILL OF A PERFORMANCE IN AID OF "THE 
GUILD OF LITERATURE AND ART." 

ITo/acep. 34. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Many Performances 

These bQ;aii with the first Twelfth Night at Tavistock 

House, and were renewed until the principal actors 

ceased to be children. The best of the performances 

were 'Torn Thumb' and *Fortunio/ in '54 and 

'55 ; Dickens now joining first in the revel, and 

Mark I#emon bringing into it his own clever children^ 

and a very mountain of child-pleasing fun in himself. 

In Fielding's burlesque he was the giantess Glum- 

dalca, and Dickens was the Ghost of Gaffer Thumb ; 

the names by which they respectively appeared 

being the Infant Phenomenon and the Modem 

Garrick." I may pause here to remind readers of 

to-day that thirty and forty years ago Twelfth 

Night (Old Christmas Day) was kept up in all upper 

middle and middle-class families as quite a festival, 

when cakes and ale abounded and good cheer was 

the object and aim of all. Children's parties were 

held and joy reigned everywhere, as it marked the 

end of the Christmas festivities and all the youngsters 

returned to school. The custom has fallen into 

desuetude, and the only reminder, apparently we 

have of the event is the annual cutting of the 

Badddey Cake on the stage of Drury Lane Theatre, 

with a ball to follow. To resume. ** In *Portunio' 

Twelfth Night 1855," continues Porster, " Dickens 

played the testy Old Baron, and took, advantage 

of the excitement against the Czar, then raging, 
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to denounce him (in a song) as no other than own 
cousin to the very Bear that Fortunio had gone 
forth to subdue. He depicted him in his desolation 
of autocracy as the Robinson Crusoe of absolute 
state, who had at his Court many a show-day and 
many a high-day, but hadn't in all his dominicms a 
Friday. The bill, which attributed these interpola- 
tions to the ' Dramatic Poet of the Establishment,* 
deserves also mention for the fun of the six-lettered 
announcements which stood at the head of it, and 
could not have been bettered by Crummies himself. 
' Re-engagement of that irresistible comedian, Mr. 
Ainger,' * Re-appearance of Mr. H., who created 
so powerful an impression last year,' ' Return of 
Mr. Charles Dickens, Jun., from his German Engage- 
ments,' 'Engagement of Miss Kate, who declined 
the munificent offers of the management last 
season.' 'Mr. Passe, Mr. Mudperiod, Mr. Measely 
Servile, and Mr. Wilkini CoUini.' ' First appearance 
of Mr. Plomishmaroontigoonter (who has been kept 
out of bed at a vast expense).' The last performer 
mentioned was yet some distance from the third 
year of his age. Dickens was Mr. Pass6." All 
the great men in literature and art were in<» 
vited to these entertainments. On one occasion 
Thackeray, who was present, was so tickled by the 
ringing by Dickens of that ridiculous ditty '' Villikins 
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and His Dinah/' that he positively rolled off his 
seat iu the ecstasy of his laughter. 

Here, by the way, is a characteristic letter from 
Charles Dickens to James Robinson Planch^* 

*' Tavistock House, 
" Sunday, Seventh January, 1855, 

"Dear Planche, 

"My children have a little story-book 
play under paternal direction once a year on a 
birthday occasion. They are going to do * Fortunio * 
to-morrow night, with which I have taken some 
liberties for their purpose. If you should happen 
to be disengaged, we should be delighted to see you, 
and you would meet some old stagers whom you 
know very well. We all know you to be on such 
familiar terms with the fairies that the smallest 
actor in the company is not afraid of you. 

'' I am obliged to appoint a quarter past 8 (I 
mean that for an eight) as the latest hour of arrival, 
because the theatre is almost as inconveniently 
constructed as an English real one, and nobody can 
by any human means be got into it after the play 
is b^un. 

" Very faithfully yours, 

««CharIiBS Dickbns/' 

''J.R.Planch«, Esq." 
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Planch^ went, met his friend Thackeray and 
others, and ** enjoyed the evening exceedingly* The 
little actors did credit to the ' paternal direction/ 
and Dickens's histrionic ability is almost as generally 
well-known as his admirable contributions to English 
literature. He was as fond of fairy lore as I was, 
and it was a great bond of union between us/' At 
a dinner later the two met again at the house of a 
mutual friend, and Planch^ mentioned that he was 
about to publish a complete collection of the Countess 
d'Aulnby's stories, which Dickens was delighted to 
hear. Planch^ sent him a copy of the work, which 
promptly received an appreciative notice in House^ 
hold Words% 

But serious dramatic work also arrested Dickens's 
attention at Tavistock House and elsewhere, in* 
duding two very powerful plays written by Wilkie 
Collins, namely " The I^ighthouse " and the " Frozen 
Deep," both of which pieces were afterwards staged 
on the r^ular boards. "The Lighthouse" was 
first exhibited on June 19th, 1855, at Tavistock 
House, with the author, Wilkie Collins, Charles 
Dickens, Mark Lemon, Augustus Egg, Miss Hogarth, 
and Miss Mary Dickens (the novelist's eldest 
daughter in the cast), together with the favourite 
"Mr. Nightingale's Diary/' in which Dickens 
repeated his original impersonation, assisted by 
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Mr. Prank Stone and Was Kate Didcens— the 
youngest daughter. '' The success was wonderful ; 
and in the three delighted audiences who crowded 
to what the bills described as the smallest theatre 
in the world, were not a few notabilities of London* 
Carlyle compared Dickens's wild picturesqueness 
in the old lighthouse-keeper to the famous picture 
in Nicholas Poussin's bacchanalian dance in the 
National Gallery." Mrs. Cowden-Clarke, speaking 
of Dickens's representation of the lighthouse-keeper, 
Aaron Gamock, exclaimed : '' A wonderful im- 
personation was this; very imaginative, very 
original, very wild, very striking; his grandly 
intelligent eyes were made to assume a wanderii^ 
look — a sad, scared, lost gaze, as of one whose spirit 
was away from present objects, and wholly occupied 
with absent and long-past images." In July of 
the same year the performance was repeated at 
Campden House, Kensington, for the benefit of the 
Bournemouth Sanatorium for Consumptive Patients, 
and was most enthusiastically received. In his 
" Journal of a London Playgoer," under date July 
14th, 1855, we find the followit^ from Professor 
Henry Morley : '' Before a crowded audience, 
chiefly composed of ladies was performed a new 
two-act play by Mr. Wilkie Collins, and a two-act 
farce* The play was called ' The I^ighthouse,' and 
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told a tale of Eddystone in the dd times, fijx 
exquisite picture (for such it is, and not a mere 
ordinary scene) of Eddystone as it stood in those 
dtys, from the pencil of Mr. Stanfield, was the 
drop-scene, and the actors were exhibited throughout 
as shut up in a little room within the %hthouse, 
also of Mr. Stanfield's painting, which, from its 
nature, could be set up in a private drawing-room 
or on a miniature stage. Similar exigences appear 
also to have been consulted in the manner of develop- 
ing the plot of the play ; the crime, the wreck, and 
all events upon which hangs the passion of the story, 
not being produced upon the scene, but breaking 
out from the narration of the actors. None of the 
leading incidents are shown actually, but their 
workings on the minds of the three lighthouse-men, 
who are the chief performers, and of the few other 
persons introduced into the story, contribute interest 
enough to sustain an earnest attention throughout. 
The little piece told upon the audience admirably. 
But it had rare advantages. It was, in its principal 
parts, acted by distinguished writers, with whose 
artistic skill upon the stage the public has been for 
some time familiar. The three lighthouse-men are 
at first shown cut off by a month's storm from the 
mainland. They are an old man and his son, 
together with the father of the young lean's 
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sweetheart. The old man's memory is hamited by 
what he believes to have been his passive consent 
to a most foul murder. Weakened by starvation, 
his brain becomes wholly possessed by dread of his 
crime. The spectre of the supposed murdered lady 
seems to stand at his bedside and bid him speak. 
He does speak, and, possessed with a wild horror at 
all he recollects, reveals to his son his shame. Upon 
the acting of this character depends the whole force 
of the story, as presented to the audience, and it 
is in the hands of a master. He is a rough man, 
whose face has been familiar for years with wind 
and spray, haggard and wild just now, and some- 
thing l^ht-headed, oppressed not more by conscience 
than by hunger. He tells his tale, and his son turns 
from him, shrinks from his touch, struck down by 
the horror of the crime, and the humiliation to him- 
self involved in it. Relief comes to the party 
soon after this; they are fed, and the physical 
depression is removed. Eager then to gain his 
son's esteem and cancel the disclosure of his secret, 
the old lighthouse-man changes in manner. By 
innumerable master-touches on the part of the actor, 
we are shown what his rugged ways have been of 
hiding up the knowledge that stirs actively within 
his conscience ; but his effort to be bold produces 
only nervous bluster, and his frantic desire to 
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recover his son's respect, though he may take him 
by the throat to extort it from him, is still mixed 
up with a horrible sense of blood-guiltiness, wonder- 
fully expressed by little instinctive actions. I will 
not follow the story to its last impressive moment of 
the rough, nervous seaman's prayer, in which the old 
man stands erect, with his hands joined over his 
head, overpowered by the sudden removal of the 
load that has so long we^hed upon his heart. But 
to the last that piece of the truest acting was watched 
with minute attention by the company assembled ; 
and rarely has acting on the r^ular stage better 
rewarded scrutiny." 

It seems extraordinary that Professor Henry 
Morley, being so deeply impressed with the acting, 
should carefully abstain from stating that the actor 
who enthralled him was Charles Dickens, then the 
most famous figure in the literary firmament of 
the hour. Apropos of •'The Lighthouse," Walter 
Herries Pollock favoured F. G. Kitton with the 
following reminiscence: "My mother, Juliet, 
I<ady Pollock, wife of the second baronet, con- 
gratulating Dickens most enthusiastically after 
the performance, presently said, 'There is one 
actor, and only one, I have ever seen of whom 
you sometimes remind me — ^that is, Pr6d6rick 
Lemaltre/ Dickens replied, with a twinkle in his 
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eyeSj ' Odd, you should say that. He is the only 
actor I have ever tried to take as a model/ " Mrs. 
Yates, a very distinguished actress, also compared 
Dickens to I^emaltre in his best days. What with 
constmmiate acting and beautiful scenery, the little 
piece was tmanimously pronounced to be a complete 
triumph. Charles Dickens wrote not only the rather 
long *' Song of the Wreck," but also the Prologue 
to ** The I/ighthouse." The song was sung by his 
daughter Mary in the character of Phcebe. It 
was set to the music which George I/inley com- 
posed for Miss Charlotte Young's pretty ballad 
" I/itde Nell," of which Dickens became particularly 

fond. 

THE PROLOGUE. 
(Slow fmuic all the time ; unseen speaker ; curtain down.) 
" A story of those rocks where dootn'd ships come 
To cast them wreck'd upon the steps of home, 
Where solitary men, the long year through — 
The wind their music and the brine their view — 
Warn mariners to shun the beacon light ; 
A story of those rocks is here to-night. 
Bddystone Ughtfaouse 1 

(Exterior view discovered.) 

" In its andent form 
Ere he who built it wish'd for the great storm 
That shiver'd it to nothing, once again 
Behold out-gleaming on the angry main 1 
Within it are three men ; to these repair 
In our fi^ail book of Fancy, swift as air 1 
They are but shadows, as the rover grim 
Took none but shadows in his boat with him. 
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"So be 3^^ shades,. and, for a little space, 
The real world a dream vdthout a trace. 
Return is easy. It will bear ye back 
Too soon to the old beaten dusty track ; 
For but one hour forget it. Billows, rise ; 
Blow winds, fall rain, be black ye midnight skies : 
And you who watch the light arise, arise I " 

Subsequently " The Lighthouse " was produced 
at the Olympic Theatre, August nth, 1857, with 
the " Great Little Robson " in Dickens's part of 
Aaron Gamock, supported by Messrs. Addison, 
Walter Gordon, G. Cooke, Miss Wyndham, and 
Miss Swanborough. Mr. Vining spoke the original 
prologue in front of the act drop, which was an 
exact reproduction of Garkson Stanfield's Tavistock 
House picture representing "The Lighthouse." 
This beautiful picture, by the way, which only 
took Garkson Stanfield a couple of days to execute, 
was sold at the Dickens Gadshill sale for one 
thousand guineas. To the Olympic the play drew 
all London, and the management revived it on 
several occasions. Gamock was one of Robson's 
most impressive impersonations, though many 
adherents declare that Dickens's creation ran his 
performance very dose. 
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CHAPTER IV 
''THE FROZEN DEEP^ 

DICKENS'S final appearances as an actor were 
as Richard Wardour, in his friend WiUde 
CoUins's drama "The Frozen Deep." This also 
was first presented at Tavistock House — ^now long 
since demolished — on January 6th (Twelfth Night), 
1857, and was several times repeated, in public, 
with certain necessary alterations in the cast, in 
I/mdon and the provinces in aid of the Douglas 
Jerrold Fund (Douglas Jerrold was one of the first 
editors of Lloyd's Newspaper, by the way), one of 
the representations taking place at the defunct 
Gallery of Illustration, Waterloo Place, R^ent 
Street, in the presence of Queen Victoria and 
members of the Royal Family. The Gallery of 
Illustration, where the German Reeds started their 
entertainment, afterwards migrating to St. George's 
Hall, I^ai^am Place, where they gave their charm- 
ing performances for many years. Canon Ainger, 
in MacmiUan's Magazine for January, 1871, 
said, " The character of Wardour (Dickens) afforded 
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the actor opportunity for a fine display of mental 
straggle and a gradual transition from moodiness 
to vindictiveness, and finally, under the pressure of 
suffering, to penitence." An eminent critic con- 
sidered that Dickens's rendering of Wardour might 
be the beginning of a new era for the stage, so great 
and well-sustained was its excellence. " Mr. Dickens 
shows that he is not only a great novelist, but a 
great actor also. Both, indeed, proceed from the 
same intense sympathy with humanity, the same 
subtle identification of the individual man with the 
breadth and depth of our general nature. Mr. 
Dickens has all the technical knowledge and re- 
sources of a professional actor ; but these, the dry 
bones of actings are kindled by that sort of vitality 
which can only be put into them by the man of 
genius." Carlyle often remarked upon Dickens's 
great histrionic gifts, and so did many other men 
equally competent to judge. 

Perhaps the best and most authoritative person 
to speak on the subject was the author, WiUde 
Collins, who, in some most powerful lines that pre- 
faced the play when converted into narrative form, 
wrote, in 1874, as under : — 

** As lot^ ago as the year 1856, I wrote a play 
called *The Frozen Deep.' The work was first 
presented by amateur actors at the house of the late 
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The Frozen Deep'' 



Charles Dickens, on the 6th of January, 1857. Mr. 
Dickens himself played the principal part, and played 
it with a truth, vigour, and pathos never to be for- 
gotten by those who were fortunate enough to 
witness the performance. The other personages were 
represented by the ladies of Mr. Dickens's family, 
by the late Mark Lemon, by the late Augustus 
^g, R.A., and by the author. The next perform- 
ance of ' The Frozen Deep ' (played by the Amateur 
Company) took place at the Gallery of Illustration, 
R^ent Street, before the Queen and the Royal 
Family, by the Queen's own command. After this 
special performance other representations of the 
work were given — ^first at the Gallery of Illustration, 
subsequently, with professional actresses, in some 
of the principal towns in England— for the benefit 
of a well-loved friend of ours, who died in 1857, ^^ 
late Dot^las Jerrold. At Manchester the play 
was twice performed— on the second evening in the 
presence of three thousand spectators. This was, 
I think, the finest of all the representations of ' The 
Frozen Deep.' The extraordmary intelligence and 
enthusiasm of the great audience stimulated us to 
do our best. Dickens surpassed himself. The trite 
phrase is the true phrase to describe that magnifi- 
cence of acting. He electrified the audience." As 
the cast contains 80 many names of important people, 
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I give a copy of the programme of the memorable 
performance at the Manchester Free Trade Hall. 

On Friday evening, August 21, and Saturday evening, 
August 22, 1857, at eight o'clock exactly, will be 
presented an entirely New Romantic Drama in three 
Acts, by 

WlItKIE Coi,i«iNS 

called 

THE FROZEN DEEP. 

The Overture composed expressly for this piece by Mr. 
Francesco Berger, who will conduct the Orchestra. 

Captain Edsworth (of the Sea 
Mew) • • 

Captain Hsij>ing (of the Wan- 
derer) 

IjmJTENANT CrA YFORD 

Frank Ai<dkrst,ky 
Richard Wardour . . 

lylEUTENANT STKVENTON 

John Want (ship's each) 
Bateson) (twooftheSosililevr'a 
Darker f people,) 



Mr. Edward Pigott. 

Mr. Alfred Dickens. 
Mr. Mark I^emon. 
Mr. WiUde ColHos. 
Mr. Charles Dickens. 
Mr. Young Charles. 
Mr. Augustus Egg. 
rMr. Shirley Brooks. 
IMr. Charles Collins. 



Officers and Crew op the Sea Mew and Wanderer. 



Mrs. Stevbnton 
Rose Ebsworth 
lyUCY Crayford 

Cl«ARA BURNHAM 

Nurse Esther • • 



Mrs. George Vining. 
Miss Ellen Sabine. 
Miss Ellen Teman. 
Miss Maria Teman. 
Mrs. Teman. ^ 
MissMewte. 



" Mr. Young Charles " was a nickname invented 
by Dickens for his eldest son, while " Miss Mewte " 
stood for a young lady who had nothing to say. 

*' Consideiing/' says the late T. £• Pemberton» 
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*' that the greater part of its action takes place in 
the Arctic r^ons» the motmting of Mr« \P11kie 
CoUins's play was no slight undertaking for the 
amateur stage, but this is as nothing compared with 
the successful interpretation of the character of 
Richard Wardour by one who called himsdf an 
amateur actor. The dramatist has depicted Wardour 
as a man swayed by the most intense passions, 
placed by circumstances in positions of the most 
terrible trial. It is just one of those parts that 
bad or even indifferent acting of a melodramatic 
school would make ridiculous. But in the hands 
of Dickens it became a magnificent human study, 
and Ufted the play» and all concerned in it, into a 
splendid artistic success/' 

There seems to be no doubt that, although 
Dickens could not be called a perfect or accomplished 
actor, yet with perseverence and more experience he 
would have left, as a professional actor, an indelible 
impression on the history of the stage. 

Mrs. Henry Compton, the mother of Edward 
Compton and Miss Compton (Mrs. R. C. Carton), 
bore invaluable testimony to the depth of theatrical 
talent and art displayed by Dickens. ''Mrs. 
Compton," says Mr. Pemberton, ''who, as Miss 
Emmeline Montague, was recognised as one of the 
mp9t (accomplished and delightful actresses of those 
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daySf and who oonsequently speaks with no ordinary 
authority, says that though she was on these 
occasions (when she was acting with the ' Splendid 
StroUers') appearing with 'amateurs/ she always 
felt that in playing with Dickens she had by her 
side an actor whose tact, talent, and resource, would 
be equal to any emergency that might arise. She 
also tells how her gifted husband (Henry Compton, of 
the Haymarket, and the Lyceum under Sir Henry 
Irving) used to declare that had Dickens adopted 
the stage as a profession, he would have made upon 
it fame and fortune." 

" The Frozen Deep " was placed in the evening 
bills at the Olympic Theatre, October 27th, 1866, 
and had a considerable success. Henry Neville 
(who passed away June 19th, 1910) played Richard 
Wardour | H. J. Montague, Frank Aldersley ; Horace 
Wigan, I/ieutenant Crayford; Dominick Murray, 
John Want ; and Lydia Foote — what a fine actress 
she was ! — ^was the Clara Vernon. 

Both "The Frozen Deep" and "The lighthouse '^ 
were published — ^I mean in play-form pamphlets 
before production, by the way— and they are to be 
found in "The Miscellaneous Papers," edited by 
B. W. Matz. 

There is no doubt, notwithstanding his capa- 
bilities as a i^yer, that it was as a reader of his ovm 
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works that Dickens pre-eminently shone^ as I have 
already indicated. One last word as to his acting. 
I give an extract as to his theatrical talents, penned 
about 1870. " Analogous to his powers as a reader 
were his abilities as an actor ; and it has been said 
of him with truth that, with perhaps the exception 
of Pr6ddrick Lemaitre in his best days, there was 
no (me who could excel Charles Dickens in purely 
dramatic representation. Those who saw the 
character of the lighthouse-keeper in Mr. Wilkie 
Collins's drama as portrayed first by Mr. Dickens 
and then by Mr. Robson, were enabled to judge of 
the wonderful superiority of the rendering given by 
the former. And not merely as an actor, but as 
a stage-director, were his talents pre-eminent ; not 
only did he play his own part to perfecticm, but 
he taught every one else in his company how to 
play theirs ; he would devise scenery with Stanfidd 
and Tdbin, take a practical share in the stage 
carpentry, write out the copy of the playbill, and 
in every way thoroughly earn the title of 'Mr. 
Crummies ' with which he was always affectionatdy 
greeted on these occasions." 

To " The Frozen Deep " Dickens contributed a 
rhymed prologue, which at Tavistock House was 
redted by John Forster, while at the first public 
performance it was ddivered by Dickens himself. 
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The late P. G. Eitton says : '' It is not generally^ 
known that a by no means inconsiderable portion 
of the drama was composed by Dickens, as testified 
by the original manuscripts of the play and the 
prompt-book, which contain numerous additions 
andcorrections in his handwriting." These writings, 
by the way, realised ^oo at Sotheby's in 1900. 
Hereunder is "The Prologue" to "The Frozen 
Deep." 

*' One savage footprint on the lonely shore 
Where one man listen'd to the surge's roar,. 
Not aU the winds that stir the mighty sea 
Can ever ruffle in the memory. 
If such its interest, and thrall, O then 
Pause on the footprints of heroic men. 
Making a garden d the desert wide 
Where Parry conquered death, and Franklin died. 

" To that white r^on where the Lost lie low« 
Wrapt in their mantles of eternal snow, — 
Unvisited by change, nothing to mock. 
Those statoes sculptured in the icy rode. 
We pray 3rour company ; that hearts as true 
(Though nothings of the air) may live for 3rou ; 
Nor only yet that on our little glass 
A faint reflection of those wilds may pass» 
But the secrets of the vast Profound 
Within us, an exploring hand may sonnd. 
Testing the r^ion of the ice-bound soul. 
Seeking the passage at its northern pole. 
Softening the horrors of its wintry deep. 
Melting the snrfaoe of that ' Frozen Deep/ 
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Vanish ye mists 1 Not 3ret do we repair 
To the still oonntry of the pierdng air. 
Bat seek, before we cross the troubled seas 
An English hearth, and Devon's waving trees." 

Mr. Marcus Stone, R.A., who presided at the 
Boz Gub Dinner, held at the Hotel Metropole on 
February 7th, 1910, in proposing the toast of '' The 
Immortal Memory of Charles Dickens/' said, in the 
course of a most excellent speech : " There were 
children's theatricals, and there was the finer one 
of ' The Frozen Deep.' We also played in a piece 
called ' The Lighthouse.' In ' The Lighthouse ' I 
played a very small part in the entertainment ; I 
played the wind. In ' The Frozen Deep ' I played 
the part of a British officer who had one word to 
say — 'Stay,' was all my part. We played in 
Manchester, we played in I/ondon, we played before 
the Queen, who came with her daughter, then 
engi^ed to be married to the Prince, who afterwards 
became the Emperor Frederick. On a Saturday 
night this performance took place. We played 
' The Frozen Deep,' which was to be followed by a 
farce. By the time the first piece was done it was 
twelve o'clock, and it was felt necessary to send 
round to know what the Queen's pleasure was under 
the circumstances. Her Majesty said that the 
play should go on ; and I think that showed a very 
fine, broad spirit." 
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Before coming to Dickens's own dramas, let me 
wind up this chapter in a fitting manner. In the 
early summer of 1870 the author of " David 
Copperfield " and his constant friend, Charles Kent, 
took their last suburban walk together, and just 
as they were approaching the shadow of the venerable 
and historic Abbey of Westminster, where the great 
writer was soon to be laid to rest, Dickens abruptly 
asked his companion, *' What do you think would 
be the realisation of oat of my most cherished 
day-dreams ? " adding instantly, without waiting 
for a reply, " To settle down now for the remainder 
of my life within easy distance of a great theatre, in 
the direction of which I should hold supreme 
authority. It should be a house, of course, having 
a skilled and noble company, and one in every way 
magnificently appointed. The pieces acted should 
be dealt with according to my pleasure, and touched 
up here and there according to my own judgment ; 
the players as well as the plays being absolutely 
under my command. There/' he said laughingly, 
and in a glow at the merry fancy, " that's my day- 
dream." 

Alas I in a few short weeks all his dreams were 
buried in his last, long sleep. 
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CHAPTER V 

DICKENS AS A DRAMATIST 

TI77HAT first attracted Dickens to the stage ? 
W How did he come to write his first plays ? 
We get no direct indication in his biographies, 
written by different friends and authors, but a 
letter from his first employer is interesting on the 
subject 

''I was well acquainted/' wrote Mr. Edward 
Blackmore, of Arlesford, in the early seventies, " with 
his (Dickens's) parents, and, being then in practice in 
Gray's Inn, they asked me if I could find employment 
for him. He was a bright and dever-looking youth, 
and I took him as a derk. He came to me in May, 
1827, and left in November, 1828 ; and I have now 
an account-book which he used to keep of petty 
disbursements in the office, in which he charged 
himself with the modest salary, first of thirteen 
shinings and sixpence, and afterwards of fifteen 
shillings a week. Several incidents took place in 
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the office, of which he must have been a keen observer, 
as I recognised some of them in his ' Pickwick * and 
* Nickleby ^ ; and I am much mistaken if some of 
his characters liad not their origmals in persons I 
well remember. His taste for theatricals was much 
promoted by a fellow-clerk named Potter, smce 
dead, with whom he chiefly associated. They 
took every opportunity, then unknown to me, of 
gomg together to a minor theatre ; where (I after- 
wards heard) ;they not infrequently engaged in 
parts." 

This evidently was the real b^;innmg of the 
thraldom of the stage — ^the thraldom that only 
ended with his demise. There is no doubt that 
it was through his eldest sister Fanny's musical 
attainments and friendships that Dickens became 
acquainted with John Braham, the famous tenor, 
who composed and sang the great song the ** Death 
of Nelson/' who bmlt the St James's Theatre, and 
opened it December 14th, 1835, ^t a cost of ;^6,ooo. 
Through her, doubtless, he got to know John 
Hullah, and with him wrote his first genuine play, 
described on the bills as ''A Comic Burletta," 
called " The Strange Gentleman," announced as by 
" Boz," which was produced at the St. James's 
Theatre, September 29th, 1836. I give the full 
cast 
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THB STRANGE GBNTLBHAN. 

First P09fimtnd aitks St. Jamss's Th$atr$, an Tkmutay, 
S§ptmb$r 29, 1836. 

Mr« OwbN OvBRXON (Mayor of a 

smaUtown on tks road to Gretna, 

and useful at the St. Jameses 

Arms) Mr. HoIUngswofth* 

John Johnson {detained at ike St, 

James's Arms) Mr. Sidney. 

Thb Sirangb Gbntlbman (fust 

arrived at tks St. James's 

Arms) Mr. Hartey. 

CHAitiJSS TOMKINS (Incogmto at the 

St. James's Arms) Mr. Fdrester. 

TCttfl Sparks (a one-eyed " Boots," at 

the St. James's Arms) ^ •• Mr. Gardner. 
John \ (Mr. WilliamsoiL 

Tom I {waiters at the St. James's JMr.May. 

WTO ) ^^^^ (Mr. OwUaoiu 

JUIM DOBBS (looking for a husband 

at the St. James's Arms) . . Madame Sala. 
Fanny W1130N (with an appoint* 

ment at tke St. James's Arms) Mlas Smith. 
Mary W1130N (ker sister, awk- 

wardly situated at tke St. James's 

Arms) Miss Julia Smith. ^ 

Mrs. Noakbs (tke landlady at tke 

St. James's Arms) .• .. Mrs. W. Penson. 
Chaiibkrmatd (at tke St. James's 

Arms) • •• Miss Stuart 

Miss Smith and Miss JuHa Smith will sing the dnet of 
" I know a Bank" in "The Strange GenUeman." 

SoCNB,— A small town on the road to Gretna. 
Tdcs.— Part of a day and night 
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Madame Sala, who played Jtdia Dobbs, was the 
mother of George Augustus Sala, the famous 
journalist, author^ and raconteur, and one of 
Dickens's " young men " on Household Words, 
and, later, All the Year Round. After a time Mr. J. 
Webster took the part of Charles Tomkins. 

" The Strange Gentleman " was revived at the 
Charing Cross Theatre (afterwards the Polly and 
then Toole's) in the winter of 1873, by Mr, W. 
H. C. Nation, who tells me that, after its repro- 
duction, some members of the family of Charles 
Dickens intimated to him that the late author would 
not have liked it being played, so he withdrew it. 

Of Dickens's connection with St. James's Theatre, 
John Forster, in his " Life," scarcely says a word 
of any moment ; but Theodore Taylor, in 1870, b 
more explicit. He says : *' During the publication 
of ' The Pickwick Papers,' St. James's Theatre was 
opened September 29th, 1836, with a burletta 
entitled * The Strange Gentleman,' written by ' Boz '; 
Pritt Harley acted the Strange Gentleman, and ' Boz ' 
himself, on one occasion, took a part. The piece ran 
until December, when it was withdrawn for an 
operatic burletta, ' The Village Coquettes,' by the 
same author, the music by John Hullah. The parts 
were sustained by Messrs. Harley (as Martin Stokes) » 
Braham (as Squire Norton), Bennett (as George 
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' Edmunds), Strickland, and John Parry ; Mesdames 
Smith, Rainsforth (as I/Ucy Benson), and others. 
It met with a marked reception, and Braham for 
a long time alter, at different concerts, sang * The 
Child and the Old Man sat alone,' invariably getting 
encored most enthusiastically. Three other songs 
in the burletta were great favourites, viz., * I/Ove 
is not a Feeling to pass away,' ' Autumn I^eaves,' 
and ' There's a Charm in Spring.' " 

This writer is not correct in saying that " The 
Strange Gentleman" gave place to "Village 
Coquettes," because, as a matter of fact, the former 
piece was included in the bill of December 6th, 
so that Charles Dickens's two pieces made up the 
entire programme. The next night, however, 
'* The Strange Gentleman " was withdrawn in 
favour of the humorous burletta of " Tom Thumb," 
concluding with " Delicate Intentions." 

Here is a copy of the book-bill — 

THE VILIAGB COOUBTTBS. 

An Operatic Burletta, in Two Acts. 

By Charlks Dickbns. 

dramahs pbrsonjs. 

First Produced at the St. James's Theatre, December 6, 1836. 

Squire Norton • • ^ .^ . . Mr. Braham. 

The Hon. Sparkins Fi^au {his friend) Mr. Monis 

Bamett. 
OUD BENSON (a small farmer) «. «. Mr. Strickland. 
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Mr. MARtiN StOKKS {a very smaUfofmef 
with a very large circle of particular 

friends) Mr. Harley. 

Gbo&gb Bdmunds (betrothed to Lucy) . . Mr. Bennett 

Young Benson Mr.J.Parry. 

John Maddox {attached to Rose) • . • • Mr. Gardner. 

Lucy Bbnson Miss Rain! orth« 

KoSB {her cousin) Miss J. Smith. 

Pbriod. — ^The Autumn of 1729. 

ScBNB.— An English Village. 

Turn OCCUFIBD IN Rbprbsbntation.— Two hours and a 

half. 
Thb Music by John Huu^ah. 
COSXUMS.— The Respective Characters are dressed in the 
provincial costume of the country at the commence- 
ment of the last century. 

After a few nights Mr. Bamett was replaced; 
owing to the slating he got in V Figaro in lA^ndon '' 
for this performance, by Mr. Forester. 

The book of the words of " The'S^age Coquettes," 
which sold in 1837 ^^^ ^^'> ^ ^^^ worth three or 
four guineas. It was published by Bentley's, and dedi- 
cated to J. Pritt Harley in the following terms : — 

*' My dramatic bantlings are no sooner bom than 
you father them. You have made my 'Strange 
Gentleman* exclusively your own; you have 
adopted ' Martin Stokes ' with equal readiness : — 

'^ ' Either the Honourable gentleman is in the 
right, or he is not/ is a phrase in very common use 
within the walls of Parliament. This drama may 
have a plot, or if ma^not ; and the songs may be 
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poetiyf or they may not ; and the whole affair, from 
b^inning to end, may be great nonsense, or it may 
not ; just as the honourable gentleman or lady who 
reads it may happen to think. So, retaining his 
own private and particular opinion upon the subject 
(an opinion which he formed upwards of a year i^o, 
when he wrote the piece), the author leaves every 
gentleman or lady to form his or hers, as he or she 
may think proper, without saying one word to 
influence or conciliate them. 

''All he wishes to say is this — that he hopes 
Mr. Braham, and all the performers who assisted 
in the representation of this opera, will accept his 
warmest thanks for the interest they evinced in it 
from its very first rehearsal, and for their zealous 
efforts in his behalf —efforts which have crowned it 
with a d^ree of success far exceeding his most 
sanguine anticipations; and of which no form of 
words could speak his acknowledgment 

** It is needless to add, that the libretto of an 
opera must be to a certain extent, a mere vehicle 
for the music ; and that it is scarcely fair or reason- 
able to judge it by those strict rules of criticism 
which would be justly applicable to a five-act 
tragedy or a finished comedy/' 

It should be noted that *' The Strange Gentle- 
man '- was an adaptation from Dickens's own story 
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" The Great Winglebury Duel," which will be found 

in '^ Sketches by Boz" — a whimsical production 

in which the humour arose from mistakes made at 

an inn on the North Road. The next dramatic 

venture by Dickens took the form of '* an original 

comic burletta in one act, written by Boz, called 

* Is She His Wife ? or. Something Singular/ " 

Ai^FRED LovETOWN. ESQ. . . . . Mr. PoTcster. 

Mr. Peter Ijbcbury • . • . —Mr. Gardner. 

Pbux Tapkins .• Mr. Harley. 

Mrs. Lovexown Miss Allison. 

Mrs. Peter Iambury • • . • «• Madame Sala. 

Other pieces were also given — a two-act operatic 
burletta by Mrs. S. C. Hall, entitled " The French 
Refuge " and " The I<ottery Ticket," by Samuel 
Beazdy, a farce that is still to be seen in the 
country, and amongst the amateurs. This took 
place at the St. James's Theatre, of course^ 
March 6th, 1837. From an old playbill I quote 
particulars of a song that I fancy few ever heard 
of. It was sung on the occasion of Harley's 
benefit, March 13th, 1837: "Mr. Harley will, in 
the character of Mr. Pickwick, make his first visit to 
the St. James's Theatre and relate to a Scotch air 
his experiences of a ' white bait dinner at Black- 
wall,' edited expressly for him by his biographer, 
'Boz.'" I beUeve the Scotch air was "There's 
nae luck about the house." But how interesting 1 
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On this benefit " Figaro in London/' March i8th« 
1837^ says: "In Boz's admirable farce of Ms She 
His Wife ? ' Harley delighted his numerous friends 
by his very humorous performance of the principal 
character ; and in a song, also by Boz, he displayed 
to great advantage his well-known talent for the 
English buffo parlante. The performances concluded 
with ' The Strange Gentleman ' who having made, 
we believe, nearly seventy visits to the St. James's 
Theatre, can scarcely be called a stranger." 

In the days that these plays were presented to 
the public the theatre doors were opened as early 
as half-past six and the curtain rose punctually 
at seven o'clock. The prices of admission then 
ranged from five shillings for the stalls to eighteen- 
pence and a shilling, with reduced second prices 
at about nine o'clock, and frequently the last 
piece would not be over until one or half-past in 
the morning. When '' half price " was done away 
with (only for a time, however) the charge to the 
gallery was sixpence. 

Speaking of the production of ''The Strange 
Gentleman," the Carlton Chronicle of October ist, 
1836, says : '' The entertainment commenced with 
a burletta from the pen of a gentleman who has very 
much amused the town by the broad humour and 
(lownrtght fun of some sketches published by him 
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under the sobriquet ' Boz.' * The Strange Oentle- 
man ' id, we believe, founded upon one of his own 
stories, and it abounds in those strokes of quaintness 
and happy perception and rich description of the 
ludicrous, for which his writings are remarkable. » 4 • 
A great number of mistakes occur ; there is a great 
perplexity, and a number of accidents, which chiefly 
tend to the inconvenience and annoyance of the 
strange gentleman, who was personated by Mr. 
Harley, and who was accordingly, as to the physique 
and the performance, precisely what Mr. Harley is, 
in whatever character he may appear. • • • The 
piece was very well received throughout." The 
criticism of "The Villi^e Coquettes'* was quite 
laudatory, but the critic added, and it sounds curious 
in these days, when we expect wit in our dialogue 
and humour in our songs — " For a simple villi^e 
tale of this kind, written either as an accessory to 
the music, or as a vehicle for the melodies, a sparkling 
dialogue would be inappropriate ! " 

The manuscript of "The I<amplighter " b m 
the Forster I/ibrary at South Kensington ; it was 
written in 1838 at Macready's desire for performance 
at Covent Garden Theatre, but never acted* Dickens 
read it to Bartley, the same stage-manager to whom 
he had applied years before when he sou^t to become 
an actor, and had an impression that Bartley seemed 
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to recognise in him the ambitions Thespian, and, at 
the same time, the now popular novelist. The 
actors conld not agree either about the play or, their 
parts, and in truth "The Lamplighter" — a copy 
of which lies before me as I write— is not a brilliant 
affair, and in any case it is badly constructed and 
in too many scenes. Three years afterwards Dickens 
converted it into a humorous narrative under the 
titie of " The Lamplighter's Story," which appeared 
in book form, with other tales, called " The Pic IWc 
Papers," for the benefit of Mrs. Macrone, the widow 
of his first publisher, when the sales realised three 
hundred pounds dear. Theodore Taylor (or H. T. 
Tavemer) speaks of it thus : " It was about this time 
(1841) that the * Pic Nic Papers ' by ' various hands,' 
and edited by Dickens, was issued by Henry Col- 
bum in three volumes, with illustrations by George 
Cruikshank. The work was the result of a series of 
literary contributions in aid of the family of Mr. 
Macrone, who had just died. He was described in 
the preface as ' A publisher who died prematurely 
young, and in the prime and vigour of his years, 
before he had time or opportunity to make any pro- 
vision for his wife and infant children, and at the 
moment when his prospects were brightest and the 
difficulties of his enterprise were nearly overcome.' 
The editor led off with ' The Lamplighter's Story.' 
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The contribators comprised Messrs. Talfourd, 
Thomas Moore, W. H. Maxwell, lydth Ritchie, 
Michael Honan, John Forster, Allan Cmmingham, 
and W. Harrison Ainsworth. The book served the 
purpose it was intended for, and realised a large 
sum. It is now seldom read, and then more for 
the editor's tale than for anjrthing else contained 
in it." The publisher was Macrone, who issued 
Dickens's very first volume — " Sketches by Boz." 

The present writer possesses a reprint of the 
'' Pic Nic Papers," and besides the list of contributors 
given above, the name of Miss Agnes Strickland may 
be added with honourable mention. 

The following significant letter, written by 
Charles Dickens to R. H. Home, November 13th, 
1843, should, I think, be preserved. I quote it from 
"The Letters of Charles Dickens" by "His Sister- 
in-I^w and His Eldest Daughter"; it throws 
quite a new light on the subject of the novelist's 
early contributions to the stage. 

"... Pray tell that besotted to let the 

opera sink into its native obscurity. I did it in a 

fit of d ^ble good nature long ago, for Hullah, who 

wrote some very pr^:ty music to it. I just put 
down for everybody what everybody at the St. 
James's Theatre wanted to say and do best, and 
I have been most sincerely repentant ever since. The 

66 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Dickens as a Dramatist 

farce I also did as a sort of practical j oke, for Harley. 
whom I have known a long time. It was fmmy-^ 
adapted from one of the published sketches called 
'The Great Wuiglebury Duel/ and was published 
by Chapman and Hall. But I have no copy of it 
now, nor should I think they have. But both these 
things were done without the least consideration or 
r^ard to reputation. 

'' I wouldn't repeat them for a thousand pounds 
apiece, and devoutly wish them to be forgotten. 

If you will impress this upon the waxy mind of 

I should be truly and unaffectedly obliged." 

Of "Mr. Nightingale's Diary" written by 
Dickens in collaboration with Mark I^emon« I have 
already spoken at length. 

Dickens's next and final play was happily 
christened "No Thoroughfare." It was a joint 
piece of work, written with Wilkie Collins, who, 
during Dickens's absence in the States, finished 
transforming it into a play for Charles Fechter, 
with a view to which it had been originally planned. 
Indeed, several years before it took proper shape, 
Dickens wrote, " Talldng of comedies, I still see 
' No Thoroughfare ' staring me in the face every 
time I look down the road." This allusion to the 
comedy expresses a fancy he at this time had, 
remarks Mr. Forster, " of being able to contribute 
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3ome such achievement in aid of Macready's gallant 
efforts at Covent Garden to bring back to the stage 
its higher associations of literature and intellectual 
en303nnent. It connects curiously now that un- 
realised hope with the exact title of the only story 
he ever helped himself to dramatise, and which 
Mr. Pechter played at the Addphi, three years 
before his death." 

'* No Thoroughfare " was produced at the New 
Adelphi Theatre, December 26th, 1867, of which 
E. I/. Blanchard wrote, " To Adelphi to see ' No 
Thoroughfare,' with which much pleased." 

CAST OF CHARACTERS. 

VSECED I/ADY Mrs. Billington. 

Sarah Gou)8Traw (otherwise Sally) Mrs. Alfred Mellon. 

. Master Sidney. 
Mr. R. Romer. 
Mr. Pntchard. 
. Mrs. Stoker. 
. Mrs.D'Este. 
. Mr. Billington. 
. Mr. G. Belmore. 

Mr. Benjamin Webster. 
Mr. H. G. Neville. 
. Mr. Pechter. 

Miss Carlotta Addison. 
Mrs. A. Lewis. 
. Mr. C. P. Smith. 
Mr. Branscombe. 
. Mr. R. Phillips. 
iMr. Aldiidge. 
(Mr. Tomlinaoo. 



lirrrm Wai^ter Wn:j)mG 
First Husband 
Second Husband 
First Wxpb 
Second Wipe . . 
Mr. Wai^ter Wii«ding 
Mr. Bintry {a man of law) 
Joey Ladle 
George Vendale 
Juus Obenreizer 
Marguerite 
mahamt^ Dor 
Jean Marie (a Guide) 
Jean Paul {ditto) 
Father Francis 

Monks «. ... 
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There is no need to print the description of the 
costumes, which were of the period of the pro- 
duction of the play — 1867. In this remarkable 
production the two characters that stood out most 
prominently were those enacted by Charles Dickens's 
great friend, Charles Fechter, an extraordinary 
actor and an extraordinary man, and Benjamin 
Webster, whose Joey I^adle became the talk of the 
town. 

Only two members of this memorable cast are now 
alive — ^Mrs. Billington and Miss Carlotta Addison 
The drama was in six acts and played four hours, 
so that it had to be considerably cut; but apparently 
it went very well and received good support. It 
ran for one hundred and fifty nights, and then was 
taken bodily with the original cast to the Royal 
Standard Theatre, Shoreditch. 

In June, 1868, Dickens went to Paris to super- 
intend the rehearsals of a French version of ** No 
Thoroughfare," called " I/'Abime," at the Vaudeville 
Theatre. In France the play was also a big success. 
Previously, on January 6th, 1868, an unauthorised 
version of the piece was presented at the Park 
Theatre, Brooklyn, by Mrs. F. B. Conway and 
company. This was called " Identity ; or. No 
Thoroughfare," and was dished up by a certain I/>uid 
I^ud, of whom I find no record. But he entered 
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his stolen work according to Act of Congress " in 
the Qerk's Office of the District Court of the United 
States for the Southern District of New York," 
so that Dickens, who desired to produce his own play 
in America, found himself beaten at all points, and 
so, to avoid making a bad impression, creating a 
prejudice before his readings began, he abandoned 
all his lawful rights and let the American pirates rob 
him left and right. 

As a curiosity worth saving from oblivion, I 
present a copy of the bill. It was announced as 
'* dramatised from the Christmas Story of Charles 
Dickens and Wilkie Collins." 

IDK^JTITY; or, NO THOROUGHFARE. 

Originai, Cast. 

As performed at Mrs. F. B. Conway's Park Theatre, Brooklyn, 
January 6, 1868. 

MarguBRTTB, {Obenreixer's niece) Mrs. F. B. Conway. 

Obbnrbizbr {a Swiss merchant) . . Mr. F. B. Conway. 
Geo. Vbndau {of the firm of 

Wilding S^Co. . . . . Mr. Claude Hamilton. 

WaIiTBR Wiij>ING {his senior 

partner) Mr. H. Medrer. 

Mr. Bintrby {a lawyer) . . . . Mr. F. Chippendale. 
Joey I#adi3, {Wilding 6* Co.'s 

cellarman) Mr. Belvil Ryan. 

Maitre Voigx (a notary) .. . . Mr. G. Wren. 

jARVis {clerk to Wilding 6« Co.) • . Mr. Samuels. 

First Convkbtt Porter Mr. A. Queen. 

Second Convent Porter • . Mr. Bdves. 

70 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Dickens as a Dramatist 

FntST GiTiDB Mr. Webster. 

Sbcond GuiDfi Mr. Shannon. 

LANDi/yscD OF THE SWISS Inn . . Mr. S. Parker. 

Mas. Gou>6TRAW Mrs. H. Howard. 

M^nAifT^ Dor {Obmreizer's housekeeper) Mrs. Whitman. 

Act I.— Wilding & Co.— The Senior Partner's Story. 
Act n. — ^Vendale makes I/>ve and causes mischief. 
Act m.— The " Toormente " on the Alps. 

THRILUNG "SENSATION SCENE." 

THE MURDER IN THE GALLERY. 

MARGUERITE'S LOVE. 

Act IV. — Obenreizer makes a discovery. 

HONOR AND LOVE TO MARGUERITE. 

PBRIOD OP THB Pli^Y. 1861-1862. 

The first two acts are laid in England — ^the last two in 
Switzerland. 

This footnote particularly takes my fancy — 

Permission to perform this Play can be obtained from 
the Author's Agent, Mr. C. T. Farswz, 566 Broadway, to 
whom managers are requested to apply. 

The right of performance, free of charge, is accorded 
to Amateurs. 

When Dickens protested, to prevent a howl of 
horror from the whole country, he, as I have said, 
let the matter drop, so America was flooded with 
spurious versions of " No Thoroughfare." 

On May nth, 1903, there was presented at the 
Grand Theatre, Islington, ** No Thoroughfare ; or, 
the Story of a Foundling." On the programme 
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it stated further that it was " a stage version in a 
prologue and four acts by Oswald Brand of the 
" Christmas Story," by Charles Dickens and Wilkie 
Collins." 

Mr. BcmtY Mr. P. H. Alien. 

WaItTBR WnjoiNG . . . . Mr. W. R. Sutherland. 

Geo. Vbndaia Mr. I^eonard Yorke. 

Joey ItUnjEi Mr. J. W. Bradbury. 

Obbnreizer Mr. Oswald Brand. 

Margubeote Miss Naomi Neilaon. 

Mapamk Dor , Miss N. Garence. 

Mrs. Goi^^smN .. .. Miss May Howard. 

Vbii«ed Lady . . . . ... Miss Hardacre. 

Matron of the Foukdi^no 

HoSPlTAir Miss Winifred Wood. 

A Monk Mr. Charles Gray. 

Pompier .. Mr. Will Holland. 

Jarvis Mr. A. Penton. 

Maitre Voigt Mr. I^. Derrick. 

And several smaller parts. It was fairly well 
receivedj 

Speaking of "Sketches by Boz/' it may be 
noted that an undated, anonymous three-act play 
called " Poodles ; or Clandestine Matches/' founded 
on the " Boarding House " sketch, is in existence. 
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CHAPTER VI 

DRAMAS FROM DICKENS'S WORKS s 
^THE PICKWICK PAPERS^ 

THE months in 1836-37 which saw the issne 
of the successive numbers of "The Posthumous 
Papers of the Pickwick Dub/' were eventful ones 
indeed in the career of Charles Dickens. They saw 
the rise of his fame and fortunes, his marriage, the 
birth of his first child, and his first great grief ; and 
they left the hitherto scarcely known young man 
already popular and famous. It was most 
decidedly the appearance of the inimitable Sam 
Weller in the fifth number that was the means 
of popularising " Pickwick " and the joyous author 
at the same happy moment. Dickens himself was 
fully conscious of the value of this character, for 
he wrote to Mrs. Dickens at the time to that eflfect. 
Dutton Cook, writing in 1867, said : *' Adaptation 
to the stage being generally the fate of the popular 
novel at some period of its career, it is not surprising 
that Mr. Dickens's works should almost invariably 
have undergone the process of conversion into plays, 
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although without the author's sanction, and indeed 
against his most earnest remonstrances. The 
readers of ' Nicholas Nickleby ' may remember 
the warm attack upon adapters put into the mouth 
of the hero of that story, on the occasion of his 
encountering at the Crummies' farewell supper 
the literary gentleman who had dramatised in his 
time two hundred and forty-seven novels as fast 
as they had come out, some of them faster than 
they had come out, and was a literary gentleman 
in consequence." This " literary gentleman " was 
undoubtedly intended for W. T. Moncrieff, who was 
for many years connected with various theatres and 
in particular The Strand, and who did adapt nearly 
every work that Dickens and other writers of the 
day sent forth. However, of Mr. Moncrieff and 
his ways and the ways of others later. There was 
no dramatic copyright for the British novelist — 
there isn't very much now — at that time, and 
Dickens was robbed right and left of the efforts of 
his genius. Later, however, he arranged with 
Albert Smith, the author of " Christopher Tadpole," 
to adapt some of his Christmas works, and so the 
literary purloiner was more or less thwarted. When 
the " Pickwick Papers " first appeared in 1836, not 
only did the ''hacks" attached to the minor 
theatres pounce upon the book as fair game for 
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their dishonest practice, but there appeared a 
number of imitations of the work itself, such as 
G. W. M. Reynolds's " Pickwick Abroad," mostly 
with the name " Pickwick " with additions thereto. 
I use the word " hack " advisedly, as these poor 
wretches were *' chained " to the theatre for wbidi 
they wrote, and frequently the highest honorarium 
paid for a three-act play would be ,^5. Even men 
like Douglas Jerrold had to submit to these out- 
rageous terms. One piracy was called the " Penny 
Pickwick," and it is a curious coincidence that penny 
Pickwicks, otherwise penny so-called cigars, came 
into vogue soon after, and were popular until long 
after Dickens's death. They may, for aught I know 
to the contrary, be* obtainable still. I smoked 
them myself as a youth. 

Apropos, I quote this from Charles Dickens the 
younger. " Parodies and piracies innumerable testi- 
fied to its wonderful popularity; tradesmen used 
Mr. Pickwick's name as an advertisement for their 
goods — the cigar known as the penny Pickwick 
survives to this day. Industrious, if not very 
scrupulous dramatists seized upon the book long 
before it was finished — as they afterwards did on 
other works of Charles Dickens." 

The first dramatisation of the *' Pickwick 
Papers " was the " Peregrinations of Pickwick," by 
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William Iceman Rede, at the Addphi Theatre in 

October, 1836— exactly six months after the first 

number of the novel appeared ! William Iceman 

Rede was attached to the Addphi, and was employed 

by Frederick Yates to provide certain dramatic fare 

from time to time. The play was published by 

W. Strange, 21, Paternoster Row, and there is a 

frontispiece "Designed from a Drawing taken in 

the Theatre and engraved by W. C. Walker," which 

represents the Inn yard in the Borough, with Sam 

Wdler polishing boots and singing — 

" Ben was a Hackney Cnachman rare, 
Jarveyl Jarveyl" 

Mr. Pickwick, with Snodgrass and Tupman are also 

on in the scene, and here Mr. Pickwick engages Sam 

as his body servant. . Of course, the play is not a 

bit like the book. Songs are introduced, and 

Wallace's *' Killamey " is sung in Act I. by Norah, 

and the curtain comes down in the last act at a f6te 

at Old Wardle's, with a country dance ** Ceremony 

of Mistletoe," and a verse to " St. Patrick's Day," 

with all the company joining in the chorus I The 

piece was done again in April, 1837, at the Addphi. 

I say no more, but offer the cast of characters. 

CXuTCHi,Ky f .. Mr. O. Smith. 

Pickwick Mr. Yates. 

Snodgrass Mr. Sterling. 

TUFiiAN •• ^ ^ .. m» Mr. Ismas. 
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jTSCm Mr. Budoitone. 

Sam. Wbtabr Mr. John Reeve. 

Job • Mr. Dtuin. 

PBResr •. Mr. Jones. 

OW) WBW,ER Mr. Sanders. 

Dr. Sr^AMMKR Mr. GifEord. 

Wardi<8 Mr. Cullenford. 

Hunt (a steward) Mr. Mortis. 

Watcbr Mr. Young. 

Osn^R !• Mr. Smith. 

Cabman, Bbadu, Dancers, btc., btCi 

"NoRAH Mrs. FitzWilliam. 

\AxjNt RachbEt Mrs. Young. 

Eboi^y, Bbiju, etc., etc 

It will be observed that all the principal parts were 

in the hands of some of the cleverest actors of the 

day. But where in the name of wonder did 

Clufchley spring from ? Dutchley is a miser, and 

as the curtain goes up he is " discovered counting 

gold ! " And Snodgrass starts his wild career by 

borrowing money at the rate of twenty-seven per 

cent, interest. Here is the "Advertisement" to 

the published edition of the drama of " The Pere* 

grinations of Pickwick/' which it would be a pity 

to lose : " It may be necessary to explain that this 

piece was originally written with the episode of the 

'Queer Chent worked into it as a serious plot ; in 

this the talents of Mrs. Yates and Mr. O. Smith * 

* When altered, Mr. O, Smith of course gave np 
Qntchley. 
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and others were employed. The consequence of 
this introduction was that the drama was rendered 
an hour too long. After the twentieth night the 
serious scenes were cut out, and the piece was played 
as a farce in the shape in which it now appears in 
print. The unfitness of the Papers for the purposes 
of the drama I believed ere I began this task, and 
know now. This Version was written when only 
the eighth number of the Papers was published. 
At the Adelphi, and in Liverpool, Manchester, etc.« 
this adaptation has been very favourably received, 
a circumstance entirely attributable to the fact that 
Messrs. Yates, Buckstone, Reeves, and Mrs. Fitz- 
William played the principal characters." The piece 
was done almost simultaneously at the Surrey 
Theatre, and doubtless had a long run. 

" The Pickwick Qub " was the next venture, 
and this was given at the City of I/>ndon Theatre 
on Easter Monday, April 27th, 1837, ^^^ ^^ the 
enterprising effort of Edward Stirling. It was well 
acted, by Macartfay as Jingle, Wilkinson as Sam, 
and W. H. Williams as Old Weller, and Wrench 
and Miss Rivers. Then, on July 9th following, 
"Sam Weller; or, the Pickwickians," by W. T4 
Moncrieff, was given at the Strand Theatre. This 
was in three acts, and seemed to attract the public^ 
John Lee, who was sometime secretary to Edmund 
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Eean, made himself famous in this as Jingle ; W. J. 
Hammond, a clever actor in musical plajrs, was 
the Sam Weller. He was quite one of the most 
popular low comedians of his time. Eventually he 
went to America, where he prematurely died in 
1848. As there have appeared many mis-statements 
as to the cast of this piece, it is now printed in full* 

Vr. Pickwick {founder of the 

Pickwick Cltdb) . . ... Mr. A. Yoange. 

Augustus Snodgrass, Esq., 

M.P.C. Mr.MdidUe. 

T&ACY TuPBiAN, Esq.. M.P.C. . . Mr. E. Burton. 
Nathaniei; Wiotxe. Esq., M.P.C. Mr. Roberts. 
Mr. WARD13 (a fine old English 

gentleman) Mr. G. Cooke. 

G. NuPKiNS, Esq. {Mayor of 

Ipswick) . . . .. ... Mr. Chicheley. 

Mr. I#E0 Humtbr Mr. Nicholson. 

AiiFRED J1NG13. Esq. {a walking 

gentleman) Mr. J. Lee. 

Mr. Saicuee^ Wsexsr {faithful 

attendant of Mr. Pickwick) . • Mr. W. J. Hanmiond 
Mr. VfWUeSBi, SBN. {a long stage 

coachman) Mr. H. Hall. 

Job Trottbr {a dubious character) Mr. Attwood. 
Master Joseph Dumfung {the 

Fat Boy) Mr. A. Richaidson. 

Honourable Simon Slninkey ; Horatio Fitzkin, Bsq. ; 
Rackstraw; Dogsflesh; Canteen; Alley-campain ; 
Drunken Liberal ; Ballad Singer ; MatchSeller; Turnkey; 
Grummer; and numerous other characters, by Messrs. 
Deaxlove, Burton, Searle, Chapman, etc., etc 
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WOBiBN. 

Miss Rachbi« Wardi<b {sisUr of 

Mr. Wardle) ^ ^ ... Mis. Johnson. 
Miss Isabeij:«a Wardi<b (daughter of 

Wardle) Mis. Haniniond« 

Miss BBin,Y Wardi<b (daughter of 

Wardle) Miss Daly. 

Mrs. BardeIiL (a widow) . . . . Mrs. Melville 

Mrs. Leo Hunxbr Miss B. Hamilton. 

Miss Tabby Mrs. H. Hall. 

Mary Sttmbcbrs Miss Petifer. 

Miss Lucrktia EZttchener . . Miss Brookes. 

Mrs. Barclay, Boarders, Visitors, Servants, ete., ete. 

The parodies in the play include " Vive le Roi," 
" Nice Young Maidens/' '' Follow the Drum/' " Jim 
Crow" (good heavens, "Jim Crow" in "Pick- 
wick"!), "Now Rest ye Merry Gentlemen," 
" We won't go Home till Morning," " Fine Old 
English Gentleman," "Tramp, Tramp, the Boys 
are Marching," "There's nae Luck about the 
House," "Hurrah for the Road," "Hurrah for 
the Red White and Blue," " Toujours Gai," " Oh 
dear. What Can the Matter Be," and many more 
and " We're a' Noddin'." No wonder Dickens arose 
in his wrath. It is a most villainous concoction, and 
not to be endured. 

Mary Russell Mitford, writing to recommend a 
friend in Ireland to borrow the " Pickwick Papers," 
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said, '^ Sir Benjamin Brodie takes it to read in his 
carriage from patient to patient ; and Lord Denmaii 
studies * Pickwick ' on the bench while the jury are 
deliberating." Thomas Carlyle told John Forster 
an anecdote of a solemn clergyman who had been 
administering ghostly advice to a sick person, and 
who, as he left the room, heard the sick man ej aculate, 
" Well, thank God, ' Pickwick ' will be out in ten 
days, anyway." It is related that Father Faber 
asked for the work on his deathbed. There was 
no end to the extraordinary interest which it excited 
or to the stories, real and apochrjrphal, to which its 
success gave rise. T. H. Lacy arranged a play from 
Moncrieff 's arrangement of Dickens, and christened 
it "The Pickwickians ; or, the Per^rinations of 
Sam Weller," and on the printed copy of it it sajrs : 
" As performed at the Belfast, Cork, and Norwich 
Theatres, 1837." *^^ introduction is worth quoting, 
as it is well known that Pierce Egan's " Tom and 
Jerry" gave the author of "David Copperfidd " 
many hints for " Pickwick." Here it is : " Every 
age hath its * form and pressure,' and since the days 
of ' Tom and Jerry ' nothing has appeared in the 
vast field of literature like the 'Pickwick Club.' 
The adventures of the above celebrated characters 
abound with Fun, Incidents, Bustle, Love, Elope- 
ments, Song, and Dance, embracing all the varieties 
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of Life in a most conspicuous and interesting point 
of view— exhibiting the rich humour of Cervantes 
united with the pathos of Sterne. The whole has 
been put into a dramatic shape, to give a ' local 
habitation ' on the stage to the talented efforts of 
Boz, in which the following heroes are seen to 
advantage. — ^Mr. Pickwick relates his exploits with 
infinite zest, booking all his * little dodges ' with the 
accuracy of a Cyclopaedia ; not only for the benefit 
of the present generation, but for posterity — Jingle 
also, a rich portrait of human nature, — ' very ' — 
claims peculiar attention, showing most decidedly 
that the ' proper study of mankind is man ! ' — Sam 
Weller, boots at an ion, a fine fellow for jokes and 
wit, according to his notions of society, calculated 
to make his ' wisits pleasant ' ; yet with his heart 
in the right place — the Fleet Prison, to wit. — Old 
Weller, the dragsman, a ' great cigar ' either on or 
off his box. — ^The I/)ve Feast— the Shepherd and his 
Flocks — united with his feelings of teaching the 
* young idea how to shoot ' — Rich bits for an 
annual — ^the sleeping boy Joe — a nod is as good as 
a wink to a blind horse ; yet ' wide awake ' at times 
— ^the peculiar talents of the Club ; a fine display 
of eloquence! Bardell versus Pickwick— delicious 
bursts of oratory — the Mistletoe Bough; or, the 
pleasures of Chaste Salutes— public breakfast — the 
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advantages of notoriety — ^the Masquerade ; or, this 
life is like a country dance. ' Le Sage entend a demi 
motJ " This was printed on all the playbills. In 
" Tom and Jerry " one of the places the Corinthians 
visit is called Pickwick, and there was a coach run 
from Hatchetf s in Piccadilly to Bath, by Moses 
Pickwick — indeed, Pickwick was not and is not an 
uncommon name. 

" One of the first writers for the stage to turn 
his attention to the plots and characters created by 
Dickens was William Moncreiff," sajrs T. Edgar 
Pemberton. Now this William T. Moncrieff was 
an extraordinarily impudent, yet very clever 
individual, and he had a great following in his day. 
He adapted every book as fast as it came out, 
whether the author was Pierce Egan, Sir Bulwer 
Lytton, Sir Walter Scott, or Charles Dickens. All 
was fish that came to his net ; and though he took 
plots without asking permission, he actually pro- 
secuted a fellow-conspirator for selling the copyright 
of one of his own unauthorised dramatisations of 
another man's work. This was in 1829. 

Moncrieff first laid violent hands on Dickens by 
adapting " Sam Weller ; or, the Pickwickians " for 
the Strand Theatre, July, loth, 1837, ^ noted above. 
Protests were laughed at, and, instead of offering any 
compensation or apology to Dickens, hf^ printed the 
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play with the following self-satisfied and remarkable 
advertisement : " It is almost needless to observe 
that this drama is fomided on the very original, 
graphic, and clever Posthumous Papers of the Pick- 
wick Club, written by Mr. Dickens, better known, 
through his familiar cognomen as ' Boz.' It will 
be quite superrogatory to point out the numerous 
instances in which I have been obliged, for the 
purposes of the stage, to depart from my original, 
as the Papers are in everybody's hands, and the 
deviations speak for themselves ; it may be sufficient 
to say, that I have in no instance, I trust, departed 
from the spirit of my prototjrpe, however greatly 
I may have been compelled to vary their form 
and bearing ; and that I have endeavoured to make 
the quantity of original matter I was necessitated 
to write, amalgamate, not unworthily, I trust, with 
the materials borrowed from Mr. Dickens. It would 
have been a much more easy and genial task for me 
to have written an entirely original work ; especially, 
labouring as I have been, for some time past, under 
the calamity of, I hope only temporary, blindness ; 
but I was rather piqued than otherwise to do the 
work. The Papers had been pronounced to be 
wholly undramatic ; two very talented gentlemen, 
to use a newspaper term, had both attempted the 
task and failed— the one from sticking too dosdy 
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to his original, the other through departing too 
widely from it. It struck me th^ey were to be made 
dramatic. I knew well their author had never 
contemplated the production of them in dramatic 
shape or he would have formed a r^ular plot, and 
given a continuity to his work, which alone is 
wanting to rank it with the finest comic fictions of 
any age or country. The success of my undertakii^ 
has justified my judgment. Some apology is due 
to Mr. Dickens, for the liberty taken with him in 
finishing his work before its time ; but the great 
increase of popularity which it must have received 
from my putting it on the stage, will, I think, more 
than excuse a step to which I was urged rather by 
circumstance than desire. Some injudicious friends 
of Mr. Dickens, among his brethren of the Press 
(Heaven preserve me from such friends, say I — of 
course I do not allude to the manly, fair dealing critics 
of the daily Press, to which I am under the greatest 
obligations) have chosen to display a soreness at 
the complete manner in which I have triumphed 
over all the difficulties I had to surmount in my 
undertaking. Every wretched mongrel can, I am 
aware, dramatise the ' Pickwick Papers ' now that 
I have shown them how, by closely copying all I 
have done ; as is the case with a low minor theatre, 
in the purlieus of London — once respectable ; but 
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even the original author vfUl admit that he had 
never contemplated his matter could have been so 
compressed and his incidents put in so connected 
a form as they assume in' Sam Weller ' ! acharacter. 
by the by, which I should think was only an after 
conception of its creator, and not formed as part of 
his original projection. Mr. Dickens has, by far. 
too much genius to nourish any of the petty feelings 
evinced by his fostering friends I (this is of course a 
knock at John Forster) whose articles being those 
of the ' high, intellectual ' Sunday school of criticism, 
are greatly too genteel and abstruse for every-day 
reading, but must be kept for Lord's day examina- 
tion only. Why these gentry should object to my 
having dramatised Mr. Dickens, I cannot conceive. 
Sir Walter Scott, a name I humbly submit, of 
sufficient merit to be mentioned in the same page 
with the writer of the 'Pickwick Dub,' always 
looked upon Mr. Pocock's and Mr. Terry's stage 
versions of those immortal fictions ' Rob Roy ' and 
' Ivanhoe ' rather as a compliment than otherwise ; 
and I had undoubted precedent for what I did in 
the instance of the first dramatic writer of all time 
— Shakespeare I who has scarcely a play that is 
not founded on some previous drama, history, 
chronicle, popular tale or story." Here I may 
pause to say that the cases of Dickens and Scott are 
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not analc^ous, as both Daniel Terry, and Isaac 
Pocock were personal friends of the great Scottish 
writer, and he assisted them in their dramatisations, 
" having no stage-craft himself." Bnt to finish 
with the amazing Moncrieff. '^What then means 
the twaddle of these * high intellectuals ' in so 
pathetically condoling with Mr. Dickens on the 
penalties he pays for his popularity in being put on 
the stB%e ? I^t these ' high intellectuals ' speak to 
Mr. Dickens's publishers, and they will learn it has 
rendered them by increasing their sale the most fortu- 
nate of chapmen and dealers. It is wasting time to 
show the absurdity of these addle-pated persons, for 
their ' blow hot and blow cold ' articles are as incom- 
prehensible to themselves as they are to every- 
body else. In one of them, I am, first of all, abused 
for having sacrilegiously meddled with any of Mr, 
Dickens's matter ; and then abused for not having 
meddled with it enough. The reader is told that 
everybody is pleased with my piece, and is then 
informed that nobody should be pleased with it. 
Two or three low scenes between Sam and his father, 
taken^^from the original work, are lauded as ' written 
in a fine spirit of humanity ' ; while some rather 
polite dialogues that I have introduced between the 
ladies are blackguarded by this high intellectual 
as vulgar." 
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There is a great deal more of this staff to the same 
purpose, and then great praise is given to the actors. 
As a sample of Mr. MoncriefE's success in " not 
departing from the spirit of his prototype," says 
Mr. Pemberton, it may be mentioned that the last 
scene of 'Sam Weller' shows London on the 
Accession of the Queen, where the populace in 
holiday clothes listen to some dialogue between 
Mr. Pickwick and Sam ; and then join all the 
characters in a loyal chorus to the air Auber's 
' God Save the King, Gustavus,' during the singing 
of which a ' Procession of Heralds, Beefeaters, 
Guards,' etc., are seen passing through Temple Bar 
to proclaim the Accession of Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria, and the piece concludes, amidst general 
shouts of joy and congratulation, with a 'Grand 
Tableau.' " Presently we shall see how Dickens 
got his own back when he wrote " Nicholas 
Nickleby." 

"Pickwick" plays by the dozen constantly 
appeared all over the country, but these were 
more or less imitations of each other, and nothing 
new of any importance was done until January 
24th, 1871, when John Hollingshead produced at 
the Gaiety Theatre " Bardell versus Pickwick," 
-' Dramatised by Permission of the I<ate Charles 
Dickens. From his Private Copy." 
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The chief parts were distributed as follows : — 



SSRJBANT BUZFUZ 
SBR JBANT MBBK 
JUIX;B STARKmCH 

Mr. Pickwick 

WlKKI^ 

Sam Weu.br .. 
Usher 

Mrs. Bardeix 
Mrs. Ci^uppins 
<0l4> Wewsr 



Mr. J. L. Toole. 
Mr. H. Vaughan. 
Mr. J. D. Stoyle. 
Mr. Giossmith. 
Mr. Robert Soutar. 
Miss B. Parren. 
Mr. Pish. 
Miss Bmily Muir. 
Mrs. H. Leigh. 
Mr. J. Maclean. 



The " Mr. Grossmith " named was the entertainer, 
father of George Grossmith of Savoy fame, and 
grandfather of George Grossmith, jmir., of the 
Gaiety of the hour. 

Toole, as Serjeant Buzfuz, appeared in the 
proper wig and gown which were lent to him by 
Mr. Serjeant Ballantine ; and afterwards the articles 
were presented to him — a gift he greatly appreciated. 
This work became a stock piece with Mr. Toole, 
and it was a feature with many Dickens's revivals 
at the Gaiety, the Globe, and his own little theatre 
in King William Street, Strand, now swallowed 
up by the Charing Cross Hospital. 

There was also an arrangement of the trial 
scene from "Pickwick," by John HoUingshead 
and Charles Dickens (as per programme) for the 
benefit of William Bdford, at the I<yceum Theatre, 
December loth, 1879. The cast was extraordinary. 
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"Pickwick" by 
"Two Roses." 



On October 23rd, 1871, H. 1,. or "Colonel 
Bateman put on a version of 
James Albery, the author of 
This E. L. Blanchard declared to be " very bad 
indeed," though Henry Irving's " Jingle " was pro- 
nounced a success. The piece was quickly altered 
and ran for some time. " Pickwick," indeed, had 
a considerable vogue. The notices of Henry Irving 
as Jingle were very flattering indeed, and so they 
were of his Jeremy Diddler. And yet, after these 
ephemeral characters, he proved later, as Mathias 
in "The Bells," adapted by Leopold I^wis, the 
weirdest tragic actor London had seen for years. 
PICKWICK. 



Al^ifRBD JlNGI^B 

Pickwick 
Sam Weixbr 
Job Trotter 
Thb Pax Boy 
Snodgrass 

TUPMAN .. 
WiNKW .. 

Ou> Wardw 

C)I4> WEIXER 
RaCHECi Wardi,e 
Bboi^y Nupkins 

ARABKTJiA 



Mr. Henry Irving. 
Mr. B. Addison. 
Mr. George Belmore. 
Mr. E. J. OdeU. 
Mr. J. Rpyston. 
Mr. H. Crellin. 
Mr. E. Dyas. 
Mr. W. It. Branacombe. 
Mr. CoUet. 
Mr. Frank HaU. 
Miss Kate Manor. 
Miss Marion Hm. 
Miss Minnie Sidney. 



James Albery turned his " Pidcwick " into 
" Jingle," a farcical comedy, July 8th, 1878, and the 
piece was revived, still at the Lyceum, in April, 1887, 
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"Serjeant Buzfuz/* a farce, was, says John Hoi- 
lingshead, given at the Gaiety, November 23rd, iSyi. 

I have in my possession a printed sketch, entitled 
" Bardell v. Pickwick," without any date, '' As 
represented at the London Theatres," and I have 
not been able to date it. In the cast, however, 
were, among others, Stanislaus Calhaem, J. L. 
Toole, Walter Joyce, David Fisher, R. Soutar, Miss 
Farren, Philip Beck, Mrs. Mellon and Miss Coveney. 
I fancy it must have been given at some special 
ma/iW(0— either at the Gaiety or the Adelphi. 
Sir Charles Wyndham, some years ago, did a series 
of pieces from Dickens at the Cr3rstal Palace, and 
in 1879 Mr. Walter Mason did "Sketches from 
Boz" also at Sydenham, consisting of excerpts 
from "Pickwick," "The Old Curiosity Shop," 
" Little Dorrit," and other works. 

It will be remembered that Old Wardle relates 
a gruesome tale called the " Story of the Goblins 
who stole a Sexton," the hero of which is a 
cross-grained, surly, solitary fellow who is made 
good-natured and contented by certain remarkable 
experiences on Christmas Eve. In March, 1879, 
" Gabriel Grub," a drama in three acts, by Charles 
Furtado, was presented at the Masonic Theatre, 
Lincoln, but I have not been able to trace it any 
further. Mr. George E. Fox also composed the 
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music to a " Cantata Seria BufEa " called " Gabriel 
Grub," which was quite popular iu 1881 and 
onwards. Then there was " Bardell versus Pick- 
wick" — ^versified and diversified with songs and 
choruses. Words by T. H. Gem ; music by Frank 
Spinney ; played at I^eamington in 1881 ; and " The 
Great Pickwick Case," arranged as a comic operetta. 
The songs by Robert Pollitt ; the music arranged 
by Thomas Rawson. The date is Manchester, 1884. 
A most excellent and diverting composition 
was " Pickwick : a Dramatic Cantata." Words by 
F. C. Bumand, with music by Edward Solomon ; 
presented at the Comedy Theatre, February 7th, 
1889. There were only four characters — 

Mr. SAiiUEi, Pickwick . . Mr. Arthur Cecil. 

The Baker Mr. Rutland Barrington. 

Mrs. BARDBid, Miss Lottie Vemie. 

ToBiMY Master Arthur Knight. 

It was all most joyous and amusing. 

As examples of " Star " casts the two following 
bills are not easily to be beaten. The first took 
place at the Avenue Theatre, June i8th, 1888, for 
the benefit of Mr. Arthur Roberts. 

BARDEI^L V. PICKWICK. 

Judge Staxbuslgk . . • . Mr. Arthur Roberts. 

Serjeant Buzpuz . . . . Mr. Sdward Terry. 

Mr. Skdcfein Mr. B. J. Odell. 

Mr. Snubbin Mr. Tom Squire. 

92 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^The Pickwick Papers'' 



Mr. Phunky 
Pickwick 
Sam Wewsr 
TUPBIAN ... 

Snodgrass 

Usher 

Cribr 

Mrs. BardbUi 

Mrs. (Xvppms 

Mrs. Saundbrs 

Mastbr BARDBUi 



Mr. J. J. Dallas. 
Mr. Sdward Righton. 
Mr. Arthur Williams. 
Mr. George Barrett. 
Mr. Harry Monkhouse. 
Mr. Alfred Maltby. 
Mr. Charles CoUette. 
Mrs. Alfred Mellon. 
Miss M. A. Victor. 
Miss Bessie Bellwood. 
Mr. Charley Ross. 



At the Theatre Royal, Dniry Lane, March 5th, 
1907, for the benefit of the Lord Mayor's Cripples' 
Fund was presented 

BARDBLL v. PICKWICK. 



Serjsai^ Bxtzpuz 
Jusncs Starei^gh 
Snubbin • • 
NaTHANIBIi Winki^ 
Pickwick 
Fogg 

OU> WEK^IiBR .. 

forbbcan op thb jxtry 

Sam Wbijusr .. 

Usher 

assooatb 

Mrs. Bardbi«i# . . 

Mrs. Ci^ufpins . . 

Mrs. Saundbrs 

Mastbr Bardbi^i, 



Mr. Edward Terry. 
Mr. Harry Nicholls. 
Mr. E. W. Thomas. 
Mr. Fred Wright. 
Mr. J. J. Dallas. 
Mr. G. Byrne. 
Mr. Robert Pateman. 
Mr. W. Dexter. 
Mr. Arthur Williams. 
Mr. T. P. Haynes. 
Mr. Ackerman May. 
Miss Carlotta Addison. 
Miss Fanny Brough. 
Miss Georgina Esmond. 
Miss Iris Hawkins. 



Mr. Bransby Williams makes Serjeant Buzfuz 
one of his special characters amongst others. 
Miss I. M. Pagan is responsible for '' Mr. Winkle's 
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Wooing," a short play published by Dent; and Mr. 
Frank E. Emson for " The Weller Family," a comedy 
in one act, " The Course of True Love," a farcical 
piece from "The Pickwick Papers," and "Bardell 
V. Pickwick," published by Diprose and Bateman. 

I daresay there are other plays written around 
the life and adventures of Pickwick — ^his friends, 
companions and servant, the immortal Sam Weller — 
but those I have referred to are the most important. 
To amateurs this subject ever offers tempting fare. 

"The Ivy Green," the song introduced into 
*' Pickwick " as a recitation by the Clergyman, and 
" I Care Not for Spring," have been set to music by 
several composers, but the best known are those made 
world-famous by Henry Russell. ' ' Bold Turpin " was 
set to music by Sir Frederick Bridge as a part song. 

From far-away Toronto, in Canada, comes a 
most excellent adaptation of " Pickwick," being 
the Breach of Promise Trial " Bardell v. Pickwick," 
adapted by J. W. Bengough, and presented publicly 
in that city in May, 1907. It is perhaps one of 
the best variants ever prepared. 

Bearing the pretty title of " Dingley Dell ; or, 
a Glimpse of the Immortals," a new comic opera 
written by Edwin Fogg, and composed by D. L. C. 
Thomas and C. Wr^ht, was played for the first 
time at the Theatre Royal, Bath, March 25th, 1909. 
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Mr. J. W. T. I/cy, a well-known Dickensian, 
produced yet another and very creditable " Bardell 
V. Pickwick '* piece at the Cripplegate Institute, 
on December 19th, 1905. In the programme on 
the same night was Miss I. M. Pagan's "The 
Gentleman in the Next House," taken from 
"Nicholas Nickleby." Both pieces made a great 
impression. "Pickwick" has been set to music 
more than once in sketch and cantata form, and a 
very pleasing example emanated from George Soane, 
B.A., with music by George le Jeune. 

Dickens has, as every one knows, been translated 
practically into every modem language. Mr. Percy 
Fitzgerald possesses a copy of " Pickwick " in 
Chinese, and "A Christmas Carol" has appeared 
in Japanese. In August, 1907, during the Esperanto 
Congress at Cambridge, a performance of " Pick- 
wick" was given at the New Theatre in that 
extraordinary polyglot, when the following nation- 
alities were included in the cast : English, Irish, 
Scottish, French, Swiss, Italian, Bohemian, Spanish. 
It was reported that the performance of " Bardell 
Kontrau Pickwick " was the event of the evening, 
with Mr. Oscar Browning as Pickwick. The 
" Carol " has also appeared in " Esperanto " form. 
Its full title is '* Kristnaska Sonorado : Kristnaska 
Rakonto de la Glora Angla Autoro Charles 
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Dickens Esperantigita de Martyn Westcott/' Per- 
sonally, I prefer " A Christmas Carol," 

One would scarcely take up "Pickwick" to 
drink of " the well of English undefiled," notwith- 
standing, the following anecdote told by Arthur 
lA>cker I/ampson has its bearings: ''Mr. Dickens 
(during his visit to Italy) on one occasion, visited 
a certain monastery, and was conducted over the 
building by a young monk, who, though a native 
of the country, spoke remarkably fluent English. 
There was, however, a peculiarity about his pro- 
nunciation. He frequently misplaced his v's and w's. 
' Have you ever been in England ? ' asked Charles 
Dickens. * No,' replied the monk, ' I have learnt my 
English from this book,' producing * Pickwick ' ; and 
it further appeared that he had selected Mr. Samuel 
Weller as the beau ideal of elegant pronunciation." 

A French version of " Pickwick " is down for 
production by M. Gamier at the Theatre Antoine 
in Paris, this year (1910). It is by Messrs. Robert 
Charvay and Duval (the translator of Shakespeare). 
Mr. John N. Raphael writes to me : "I have read 
this. It is ingenious, but not as true a reproduc- 
tion of ' Pickwick ' as Dickens lovers like ourselves 
would wish to see. Buffoonery is the key-note, I 
am sorry to say." 
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CHAPTER Vn 

''OLIVER TWIST^ 

T was on the night of July loth, 1905 (the last 
night of the season), that Sir (then Mr.) Herbert 
Beerbohm Tree put on Mr. Comyns Carr's adapta- 
tion in five acts of " Oliver Twist," at His Majesty's 
Theatre, when the leading actor of the present time 
appeared as a most realistic Fagin. It was arranged 
for a run from September 4th, but, owing to the 
unsafe condition of the auditorium, it was trans- 
ferred to the Waldorf on the 26th of the months 
and then the play returned to His Majesty's on 
October 12th. As an important record, I give the 
full cast of the production. 

OLIVER TWIST. 

Fagin .. Mr. Tree. 

Bnjr SncES . . . . . • Mr. Lyn Harding. 

Thb Artpui, Dodgbr . . . . Mr. Frank Stamnore. 

Chakltk Bai:ss . . . • Mr. Charles Hanbury. 

ToM CmxuNG Mr. Reginald Owen. 

Barnbv Mr. George TroUope. 

Mr. Browmi^ow . . . . Mr. J. Fisher White. 

Mr. Grdiwig Mr. George Shdton. 

Monks ; . Mr. W. I<. Abingdon. 
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Habry Mayub 
Dr. Sam 
Mr. BuMBifB 
Gn^ES 
Britxc^ 

JAII^OR .. 

Wardbr .. 
Servant . . 
OuvBR Twist 
Nancy .. 
Betsy ... 
Mrs. Mayue 
Rose Mayue 
Mrs. Bedwin 
Mrs. Bx7mbi<e 

Math ^ 



Mr. BasU GiU. 
Mr. Francis Chamier. 
Mr. T. P. Haynes. 
Mr. S. Yates Southgate. 
Mr. A. B. Benedict. 
Mr. BasU H. Watt. 
Mr. Alfred Gray. 
Mr. Max Montesole. 
Miss Hilda Trevelyan. 
Miss Constance Collier. 
Miss Maude I^lie. 
Miss Adda Measor. 
Miss Sybil Carlisle. 
Mrs. B. H. Brooke. 
Miy«> Kate Mills. 
Miss Moiiel Alston. 



On the reproduction, on September 4th, some 
alterations in the casts took place. Miss Nellie 
Bowman played Oliver ; Miss Jennie Lee the " Great 
I/ittle Jo " of 1876 and onwards, Mrs. Bedwin ; Miss 
Alma Murray, Mrs. Maylie ; and Mr. Frank Stanmore 
again the Artful Dodger, a most clever study. For 
the rest, Beerbohm Tree was again Fagin, Lyn 
Harding " a brutal " Bill Sikes ; and Miss Constance 
Collier an appealing Nancy. 

" Oliver Twist " first began to appear in 1837 
in BenUey's MisceUany, was illustrated by George 
Cruikshank, and was completed in 1833. It was 
immediately adapted for the stage, and although 
it has been frequently acted it has not been in- 
variably successful. The very first drama, hitherto 
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tuinoted, done out of the story which catised such a 
storm of execration, condemnation, and praise, 
bore the original title " Oliver Twist," founded on 
the popular tale by " Boz," March 27th, 1838, at the 
St. James's Theatre — where "Boz" was well- 
favoured of the public, in which Edward Wright, 
J. Webster, Alfred Wigan, Hart, and Miss Allison 
(Mrs. Sejrmour), and Mrs. Stirling appeared. The 
Literary Gazette, of March 31st, 1838, said, " ' Oliver 
Twist,' a piece soK!alled, was produced here (St. 
James's Theatre), and we r^ret to say acted with 
great ability ; for a thing more unfit for any stage 
except that of a Penny Theatre we never saw. 
We believe it was a benefit piece, but still the manage- 
ment ought to have objected to it." As a matter 
of fact, it retained its place in the bills for several 
weeks. About the same time, at the City of I/mdon 
Theatre, Edward Stirling, the stage-manager, was 
responsible for another play. Then there was one 
at the Pavilion Theatre, May 21st, 1838, by C. Z. 
Bamett. The next was by George Almar, a man 
whose perversions ever haunted Charles Dickens. 
This piece was acted at the Surrey Theatre, 
November 19th, with a different ending from 
Bamett's — that of the murder of Nancy and the 
death of Sikes — ^points in the story which only 
appeared in the previous month of October, when 
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the story was finished. The piece described as 
" a serio-comic burletta " in three acts, is of the 
most gruesome kind. It was called a ** burletta " 
because Covent Garden and Drury I^ane were the 
only legal theatres in London, and they held 
patents, or were supposed to, which gave them 
the power to prevent any other house from pro- 
ducing legitimate drama. Notwithstanding which 
the Adelphi, the Olympic, the Strand, and the 
Hajrmarket, " dodged " the majesty of the law 
very deftly. The cast at the Surrey is interesting — 

OuvBR Twist {an Orphan Boy) . . Master Owen. 
(Who has be&n expressly engaged to perform in this Drama.) 
Mr. Browni«ow {a retired Gentleman, 

residing in the neighbourhood of 

ClerhenweU) Mr. Cooper. 

Mr. Grimwig {his neighbour and com^ 

panion) Mr. Cullen. 

Mr. Sowbrbkrry {an undertaker of a 

melancholy and poetical imagina* 

tion) Mr. Forbes. 

Monks (a stranger) Mr. Simpson. 

BUMBU {Parochial Beadle of Mudfog, 

afterwards Master of the Work* 

house) Mr. W.Smith. 

Noim (Xaypoi«B {an ill-favoured Charity 

Boy) Master Young. 

Otuss {butler to Mrs. Maylie) .. .. Mr. Morrdl. 
Briitoes {her footman) Mr. R. Green. 

Thb Gang. 
Bnx Sykbs {sic) {a Housebreaker of a 

savage and reckless disposition) • « Mr. B. P. Saville^ 
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ff 



Toby Cracxtm, otherwise FtASH Toby 

(a Lothario in his own opinion, and 

one of the swell multitude) . . . . Mr. G. Alman 
PAGm (a Jew, and heeper of a Fence, 

or Den of thieves) Mr. Heslop. 

Thb Boys. 
Ths Dodgbr, alias the Artful, alias 

Lummy Jack {a young Gentleman 

who, possessing no property of his 

own, is most readily disposed to 

appropriate the movables of others in 

more prosperous circumstances) . . Mr. Ross. 
Chari<hy Baxbs (a youth of more mild, 

merry, and facetious disposition, but 

still a professor of that easy con^ 

veyancing species of business so suC" 

cessfully practised by the Artful 

Dodger) Mr. France. 

Barney {Landlord of the "Three 

CrippUs") Mr. Young. 

RoSB Mayub MlssCoUett. 

Miss Nancy MissMartin. 

Mrs. Cornsy {afterwards Mrs. Bumble) Mrs. W. Daly* 
Mrs. Bbdwin {househeeper to Mr. 

Brownlow) • • • • • • • • Mrs. Lewis. 

This " Oliver Twist '' was played with " Nicholas 
Klddeby '' from the Addphi, February 15, 1893. 

In the synopsis are given extracts and sketches 
of the local scenery and incidents ** of the most 
celebrated Novel of Oliver Twist." As a trans- 
pontine drama it is very representative of its class. 
Sikes is spelled properly throughout the play. I 
don't agree with the following opinion. Charles 
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Dickens, the younger, wrote : *' If one may judge 
fairly of a piece by reading it, this drama (George 
Almar's), which was first played at the Pavilion 
Theatre in 1838 (this, of course, is wrong), and 
afterwards at the Surrey in the following November, 
was a very bad play indeed — so bad, in fact, that 
even the very long list of bad adaptations of popular 
stories can hardly contain an3rthing worse. The 
play itself is too wretched for quotation or analysis, 
but the manifesto which was issued by the Surrey 
management on the occasion certainly deserves 
reading." 

I give a few extracts from this bill. "The 
stage is never devoted to a more noble or better 
purpose than when it lends its powerful aid to 
improve the morals and correct the vices of the 
age. It is this conviction which has led to the 
adaptation of the impressive work upon which 
this drama is founded, opening one of the darkest 
volumes of life, and revealing facts that must startle 
the more strongly, from the previous total ignorance 
of their existence, even by those persons residing 
in the very heart of the scenes in which they are 
daily and nightly passing." Then there is a long 
quotation from the Times of November 13th, 1838, 
lamenting that the authorities seem powerless not 
only to prevent crime itself, but to prevent the 
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trainers of thieves and pickpockets from carrying 
on their nefarious calling. But these things still 
exist, notwithstanding the vigilance of the police 
and the stringency of the laws. " Oliver Twist " 
as a book and as a play carries a strong moral lesson. 
After referring to the thieves' dens and receivers' 
shops in London, the management of the Surrey 
Theatre wound up by saying, " Thus it will be seen 
in this Drama. Its great original, who, verbally 
speaking, may truly be termed akin to Hogarth, 
has raised a beacon on the basis of truth to warn 
the erring, guide the inexperienced, instruct the 
ignorant to avoid the shoals by which they are 
surrounded, and forcibly inculcate the great moral 
lesson that vice, however prosperous for a time, 
will sooner or later meet with punishment and 
disgrace, while virtue, whatever be its trials and 
temptations, will ultimately secure a lasting and 
just reward." Althot^h this address is somewhat 
flamboyant, no doubt it did good, and its general 
truth is just as applicable to-day. 

" Oliver Twist " was really Charles Dickens's first 
consecutive long story. It came immediately after 
" Sketches by Boz " and the " Pickwick Papers." 
The characters were largely drawn from real life — 
Fagin, Nancy, Charley Bates, the Artful Dodger — 
all were grasped by Dickens, whose knowledge of 

103 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Dickens and the Drama 

London life, like that of his own Sam Weller, was 
extensive and peculiar; he had acquaintance 
through study and work with all the shades of the 
life he was presenting. George Cruikshank, for 
some unknown reason, claimed to have originated 
these characters because, perhaps, he was at first 
engaged to illustrate the book; but splendid 
drat^htsman as he was, he failed to catch the 
master's suggestions, and his claim to the idea of the 
story has been fully routed by all who knew the 
facts. Before the end of 1838 three other versions 
were also done, at the Addphi (with Mrs. Keeley as 
Oliver) and Sadler's Wells, December 3rd, 1838, with 
Mrs. Honner as Oliver, and the City of London the 
same date. 

John Porster appears to have forgotten, for no 
mention of the circumstance is made in the '' Life 
of Charles Dickens," that Dickens twice proposed 
himself to dramatise or to superintend the drama- 
tisation of " Oliver Twist "—on one occasion for 
Frederick Yates and on another for Macready. 

The offer to Yates of the Addphi Theatre, was 
contained in a letter which Edmund Yates, the actor's 
son, quoted in his " Recollections." No date is 
given, but it bears internal evidence of having been 
written before October, 1838, and runs as follows : — 

'^ Supposing we arrange preliminaries for our 
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mutual satisfaction. I propose to dramatise * Oliver 
Twist ' for the first night of next season. I have 
never seen Mrs. Honner to the best of my recol- 
lection ; but from the mere circumstance of her 
being a Mrs. I should say at once that she was 

* a many sizes too big ' for Oliver Twist. If it be 
played by a female it should be a very sharp girl 
of thirteen or fourteen, not more, or the character 
would be an absurdity. I don't see any possibility 
of any other house doing it before your next opening 
night. If they do, it must be done in a very extra- 
ordinary manner, as the story, unlike that of 

* Pickwick,' is an involved and complicated one. I 
am quite certain that no one can have heard what 
I am going to do with the different characters in 
the end, inasmuch, as at present, I don't quite 
know myself, so we are tolerably safe on that head. 
I am quite sure that your name as the Jew, and 
mine as the author, would knock any other attempts 
quite out of the field." Herein Dickens was quite 
wrong, as we have already seen. When Dickens 
went to the Surrey on the invitation of Forster, 
the latter sajrs, *' I was witii him at a representa- 
tion of ' Oliver Twist ' at the Surrey Theatre, when, 
in the middle of the first scene, he laid himself 
down upon the floor in a comer of the box and 
never rose from it until the drop-scene fell." 
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Macready, in his '' Diary " Records under date 
November 8th, 1838, that *' Forster came into my 
room and proposed on the part of Dickens the 
dramatisation of ' Oliver Twist ' with Dickens's 
name. Nothing could be kinder than this intention 
of Dickens, but I feel it is not acceptable." Second 
thoughts did not alter this opinion, and the entry 
for November loth says, "Forster and Dickens 
called and I told them of the utter impracticability 
of * Oliver Twist ' for any dramatic purpose." 

In the Macmillan edition of the novels of Dickens, 
the eldest son wrote : " Why the offer to Frederick 
Yates was not accepted I have been unable to 
ascertain. That the idea commended itself to his 
mind is certain, for a version of the story — ^by 
Thomas Hailes Lacy, I think— was in course of 
time successfully produced, February 25th, 1839, 
at the Addphi." 

OLIVER TWIST. 



OuvBR Twist 
BiUi Sykbs {sic) 
Pagin 
Brownww 
Grdcwig 

BUMBI«B 

Artfui, Dodgbr 
Miss MAvi^m 

Nancy ^ 



Mrs. Keeley. 
Mr. O. Smith. 
Mr. Frederick Yates. 
Mr. Frank Matthews. 
Mr. Wilkinson. 
Mr. Harry Beverley. 
Mr. Edward Wright. 
Miss Portescue. 
Mrs. Fted Yates. 



The real Christian name of O. Smith, who played 
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Bill Sikes, was Richard, but having made a great hit 
as Obi in " Three Fingered Jack," he was dubbed 
O. Smith to distinguish him from the multifarious 
possessors of his patronymic, and remained thus 
known until the end of the chapter. It was Sheridan 
Knowles, by the way, who, in his half-blundering, 
half-witty, but wholly Irish way, told O. Smith 
he was '' always mistaking him for his namesake, 
T. P. Cooke." 

Edward Wright, according to Edmund Yates, 
who knew him very well, was the funniest low 
comedian he had ever seen. That he was inclined 
to be coarse we all have heard, but his humour was 
genuine, and he had " only to walk across the front 
of the stage, turn a side-look at the house with one 
of his irresistible winks, and the audience was 
convulsed." 

In 1840 there was produced at the Theatre 
Royal, Edinburgh, an adaptation of " Oliver Twist," 
by W. H. Murray, who was the manager of the 
house. Murray was the Bumble ; Leeford (Monks) 
was acted by Ryder; Sowerby, Peddie; Oliver 
Twist, Miss Saunders; Bill Sikes, Crisp; Fagin, 
Skerrett; Charley Bates, Power (a very big man, 
by the way) ; Brownlow, Redford ; Nancy, Miss 
Cruise; Mrs. Comey, Miss Nicol; and the Artful 
Dodger, Woyd. 
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Thomas Hailes I<acy afterwards left the stage 
about the middle forties of 1800, which he had 
followed both as author and actor for many years^ 
and became a second-hand bookseller in Wellington 
Street, Strand, and eventually a regular publisher 
of plajrs. When he died in 1872, the business became 
"French, late I^acy," and now flourishes amain. 
It is evident that Macready's adverse criticism as 
to the dramatic possibilities of the book was right. 
It has never, or rarely ever, been a genuine success 
on the boards. An adaptation by John Ozenford, 
the dramatic critic of the Times, was quite memor- 
able in its way. This " Oliver Twisf' was produced 
at the Old Queen's Theatre, Long Acre (it stood 
at the top, facing Bow Street), April nth, 1868. 



OuvBR Twist 
Mr. Browni/)w 
Monks 
Pagin 

BlIJ« SiKSS 

Artpuii Dodgbr 

BUBfBIiB 

Nancy 



OLIVER TWIST. 

MissHemietta Hodson. 
Mr. W. H. Stephens. 
Mr. John Clayton. 
Mr. J. Ryder. 
Mr. Henry Irving. 
Mr. J. L Toole. 
Mr. Lionel Brough. 
Miss Nelly Moore. 



£. L* Blanchard declared this to be a failure — it 
was a way Blanchard had of damning most things 
— if his " Diary " is to be relied upon. It had a 
very prosperous run, notwithstanding. Dickens, as 
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we know, was the first to detect the youthful talents 
of Mr. J. I/. Toole when he was giving some imper- 
sonations at the Walworth Institute. It is worthy 
of remembrance that he also recognised the develop- 
ing genius of Sir Henry Irving. About the time 
that " Oliver Twist " had finished its career at the 
Queen's Theatre, Dickens went to see Henry J. 
Byron's " A Lancashire Lass/' in the cast of which 
were Charles Wyndham, Sam Emery, Lionel Brough, 
and John Cla3rton. On his return home Dickens 
observed, " There is a young fellow in the play who 
sits at the table and is bullied by Sam Emery ; his 
name is Henry Irving, and if that young man does 
not one day come out as a great actor, I know 
nothing of art." Dickens's prophecy came true 
when Irving startled London in 1871 as Mathias in 
" The Bells." 

Just about this time — it was May i8th — another 
dramatisation was done at the Surrey Theatre by 
J. B. Johnstone, with Edward Terry as the Dodger ; 
Richard Shepherd was the Bill Sikes, and John 
Vollaire, Fagin. On April loth, 1869, likewise a 
" new version of * Oliver Twist ' " was put on the 
stage of the Alexander Theatre, Camden Town, 
with John Mordaunt as adapter. This piece was 
originally performed at the Marylebone, June 9th, 
1856. Then there was presented the American 
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version entitled " Nancy Sikes," by Cjrril Searle, at 
the Olympic Theatre, July 9th, 1878, when Miss 
Rose Eytinge played the title rdle. 



NANCY SIKES. 



Biu SiKBS 

Pagin 

The Dodger 

Mr. Browni<ow 

Justice Fang 

BUMBI^ .. 

Mr. VHUyUM 
Monks .. 
pouceman 
Butcher 
Baker 

Toby Crackitt 
Chari^ey Bates 
Nancy Sikes 
OuvER Twist . 
Mrs. Bumbi«e 
Miss Mayi«ie 



Mr. Cyril Seark. 
Mr. G. W. Anaon. 
Mr. R. Pateman. 
Mr. C. H. Stephenacm. 
Mr. G. Yamold. 
Mr . Hammond. 
Mr. J. G. Bauer. 
Mr. T. G. Warren. 
Mr. Daniels. 
Mr. Ives. 
Mr. Green. 
Mr. Bentley. 
Mr. Alfred PhilUps. 
Miss Rose Eytinge. 
Miss lizzie Coote. 
Mrs. Davis. 
Miss Edith Blande. 



Of this performance the Theatre Magazine for 
August, 1878, said some very severe things indeed 
about the play and the leading lady. 

The play is condemned right and left as not only 
not being suitable for the Oljmipic, " but would 
by reason of its utter imbecility be soundly hissed 
at the Victoria or the East of I^ondon." Mr. G. W. 
Anson, however, receives a good word for his Fi^in. 
The critic mentions the circumstance that Nancy 
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receives " brevet rank as Mrs. Sikes." Of course 
the title was absurd, as Nancy was not Sikes's wife, 
only his mistress. 

Of Sir Herbert Tree as Polydore Absinthe de 
Choufieur in "A Congress at Paris," the farce 
on the same evening, by Edward Rose, the writer 
observes, "Mr. Tree, indeed, well known as an 
exceedingly good amateur actor, once more gives 
promise of developing into a really effective exponent 
of eccentric ' character ' parts." How well that 
promise has been fulfilled I Of this performance Sir 
Herbert himself was unaware, until he was reminded 
by the present writer in a convincing and agreeable 
manner. 

About forty years ago Dickens was r^arded 
as quite a dangerous person, and the creations of 
his brain were considered pernicious to public 
morality. In 1868, to be precise, a facetious 
member of Parliament asked the Home Secretary 
in the House of Commons if the Lord Chamberlain 
had refused to license a play dramatised by Mr. 
John Oxenford from Mr. Dickens's celebrated work 
•'Oliver Twist," and whether all plays from the 
same source were to be interdicted as offensive to 
the feelings of parish beadles. Mr. Gathome 
Hardy gave a reply in the n^ative, but added that 
a few years previously both " Oliver Twist " and 
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" Jack Sheppard " had been forbidden. It scarcely 
seems credible — ^but facts are stubborn things. 
" Oliver Twist " used to be revived at the Adelphi 
and various East End theatres very frequently 
during the Dickens boom. Mr. J. 1,. Toole made 
" Oliver Twist " a stock piece for both town and 
country, and on several occasions Mr. Arthur 
Williams has supported him as Bumble, while Mr. 
Harry Nicholls has often played Mr. Fang. 
" Bumble's Courtship," a comic interlude by Frank 
E. Emson (published by permission of Messrs. 
Chapman and Hall), is in French's Acting Edition, 
but I don't think it has ever been pubUcly acted. 
At the I^dbroke Hall, " Bumble," an operetta by 
Frank A. Clement, with music by Oliver Notcutt, 
was produced July, 1891. 

" Oliver Twist," a drama in five acts, by George 
Collingham, was acted at the Olympic Theatre, 
December 21st, 1891. Writing of this production 
— it was an American importation — at the time, 
Mr. Cecil Howard praised the acting of Mr. T. C. 
Dwyer and Miss Emily Borthwick as Mr. and Mrs. 
Bumble, and Mr. James Welch as the Dodger, with 
Vance's old song of the " Chickabary Cove " intro- 
duced. Mr. F. Motley Wood was the Noah Qaypole, 
Master Bertie Willis, Oliver ; Mr. Henry De Solla, 
Pagin; and Mr. Bassett Roe was a realistically 

112 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



'^ Oliver Twist'' 

brutal Bill Sikes, while Miss Grace Hawthorn 
touched every one by her sympathetic rendering of 
Nancy. On August 31st, 1897, ^^ ^^^ version was 
presented at the Novelty Theatre. Also another 
play of the same name at the Grand Theatre, Isling- 
ton, March 30th, 1903, from the pen of Oswald 
Brand, who did several of his own adaptations of the 
other novels about the same time. 

"OLIVER TWIST." 

A Version in Pour Acts, by Oswald Brand of Charles 
Dickens's novel. 

Produced at the Grand Theatre, Islington, on Monday 

March ^oth, 1903. 

Mr. Browni^w .. .. Mr. Tom Paulton. 

Mr. Grdcwig Mr. H. V. Surrey. 

Monks Mr. Fred Allen. 

Noah (XaypoIiB . . Mr. Hugh Webb. 

BXTMBifS Mr. C. A. Clarke. 

Mr. Sowbrbkrry . . . . Mr. A. Winslow. 

Harry Mayue . . . . Mr. Sidney Keams. 

Pagin Mr. Ivan Berlyn 

Box SiKSS Mr. Arthur S. I^h. 

The Dodgbr Mr. Bert IJayd. 

Charltk Batbs . . Master Gamet Vayne. 

Toby Crackut . . Mr. Frank Collins. 

BarnBY Mr. Charles Weir. 

Onjss Mr. Harry Bmeric. 

OuvBR Twist Miss Isla Gamet Vayne. 

Mrs. Mayue Miss Nellie Clarence. 

Rose Mayue Miss Kate Brand. 

Nancy .. Miss Helen Bancroft. 

Mrs. Corney Miss Nellie GiUmore. 

Mrs. Sowbrbbrry .. ... Miss Gwennie Vayne. 
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Mb3 Bbdwin MIm Amy Ftands* 

Chasixxttb IdOss P^ Gaxnet Vayne. 

Bbtsy Miss Amy Vivash. 

Barbara IdOssGower. 

jANBt Miss May Giey. 

In the early months of 1903 the dramatic firma- 
ment had a regular shower of dramas from Dickens. 
Another " Oliver Twist " was presented at the 
Elephant and Castle Theatre on Monday, April 
13th, 1903, being an anonymous version of Charles 
Dickens's novel. 

Pagin Mr. Trant Fischer. 

ArXFUI, Dodgbr . . Master Charley dark. 

Chari<8V Bates . . Master Garnet Vayne. 

Toby Cracott . . Mr. E. H. Dobell. 

Biu, SiKBS Mr. John Webb. 

Mr. Browni^w . . Mr. L. Jtdian. 

Mr. Grimwig Mr. Arthur Gilray. 

Monks Mr. R. Norton. 

BuMBi^S Mr. George Roberts. 

QuvER little Betty Rochester. 

Nancy .. .. Miss Annie Conway. 

Rose Mayue IdQss Sybil Thomson. 

Mrs. Bbdwin Miss Sophie Maypole. 

Mrs. Cornby Mrs. Gordan Gray. 

Chari«otte Miss Bva Vernon. 

At the King's Theatre, Walthamstow, yet another 
"Oliver Twist*' appeared, October 2nd, 1905, from 
the collaboration of H. Whyte and Rollo Balmain. 
And then at the Empress, Brixton, '' an 'Bgiaode,'* 
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entitled ''Fagin/' was presented, October 28th, 
1907, by Mr. Ivan Beilyn. 

The very latest edition was presented for one 
week only at the Broadway Theatre, New Cross, 
commencing December 13th, 1909. This " OKver 
Twist," which was written by Walter Derter and 
Frederick T. Harry, had the benefit of Mr. Bransby 
Williams's talents as Fagin. Of this performance 
Mr. Arthur Waugh wrote most enthns^iastically, and 
gave high praise to Mr. Williams for his subtlety, 
and he " perpetually gave one the impression of 
an intellectual villainy playing with the pawns of 
mere brutaUty and ignorance." Mr. Thomas I/. 
Adamson was the Bill Sikes ; Mr. Frank Staff the 
Artful Dodger ; Mr. K. Lewis Winn, Monks ; Mr. 
Walter Dexter, Mr. Grimwig ; and Mr. F. T. Harry, 
Brownlow. Miss Marie Lorraine Stevens created 
quite a stir as Nancy, while Miss Kathleen Marriott 
made a most pathetic Oliver. 

There is one "Oliver Twist" that is a great 
curiosity, and I fancy has not been written about 
much before. It was prepared for "Pollock's 
Juvenile Drama," and was christened " Oliver 
Twist; or, the Parish Boy's Progress" — ^the same 
title that C. Z. Bamett used for his piece at the 
Pavilion, May 21st, 1838. This was "A Drama 
in Three Acts." There were six plates of characters, 
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thirteen plates of scenes, three plates of wings, one 
set piece* The book complete, one shilling | coloured, 
two shillii^. ''Adapted only for Pollock's 
Characters and Scenes." London: Printed and 
Published by B. Pollock, at his wholesale and retcul 
Theatrical Print Warehouse, 73, Hozton Street. 
Sold by all Theatrical Print and Booksellers. There 
is a further notification that the " Book of Words *' 
can be had separately, price threepence. 

There was a curious sketch entitled "Oliver 
Twisted; or, Dickens up a Tree," done at the 
I/ondon Pavilion, November 13th, 1905. This was 
the work of Wal Pink, with music by J. S. Baker. 
It was in very questionable taste. 

In r^ard to the production of the first "Oliver 
Twist'' at the St. James's Theatre (page 99), I 
think the following from "Figaro in London," 
March 24th, 1838, worth quoting : " Determined to 
finish well Braham announced ' Oliver Twist,' which 
comes out next Tuesday. We are surprised that 
this inimitable work has not already fallen into the 
adapting hands of the dramatists. The idea is an 
excellent one, and the St. James's Company is, we 
should think, well adapted to sustain the powerfully 
drawn characters of the original." 
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CHAPTER Vffl 
^^ NICHOLAS NICKLEBY^ 

IN nearly all his works Dickens makes references 
to the stage and the followers of the theatrical 
profession, but more elaborately and pointedly than 
in any of the others in " Nicholas Nickleby." Of 
course, when this novel appeared, the stage was 
not by any means in a flourishing condition. The 
two patent theatres were jealous of the other few 
that had secured licenses, even to play what were 
stupidly termed burlettas. The little Strand theatre 
was tmder a ban, and only struggled on by sufferance, 
and the only legitimate houses in the heart of London 
besides the Theatres Royal, Covent Garden, and 
Drury Lane, were the Haymarket, the Adelphi, the 
Lyceum, the St. James's, and the Oljrmpic. Sadler's 
Wells was in the country, the City of London was 
not opened until 1837 ; the Marylebone proper — 
on the site of an unlicensed entertainment house 
called the Pavilion Theatre— also in 1837. The 
Surrey, the Coburg— afterwards " Queen Victoria's 
Own Theatre"— were in existence, but like Sadler's 

117 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Dickens and the Drama 

Wells and those previously mentioned, were only 
" minor " temples, and were greatly looked down 
upon by the superfine. In the country there were 
many reputable circuits and there were many 
good and many bad companies " on the road " con- 
tinuously. Vincent Crummies was made to belong 
to the indifferent in the crowd, and Dickens's 
caricature was rather cruel, because it is tolerably 
well known that the original of Crummies was really 
an expert manager and actor. His name was T. D. 
Davenport, whose daughter (the veritable ''infant 
phenomenon" of "Nicholas Niddeby") played 
when grown to woman's estate with some of our 
foremost actors. The fact is — ^and Dickens was 
only human after all — Dickens had a grudge against 
Davenport, one of the most successful provincial 
managers of his day, and in 1844 he was manager of 
the Olympic Theatre when his daughter Fanny 
Davenport played the leading business. In the Daily 
Telegraph of December 3rd, 1904, there appeared a 
letter from Mr. Charles I^ander, the well-known actor, 
from which I quote in justice to everybody. First 
he speaks of an article in the Telegraph, and then 
says, "which contained a reference to Mr. T. D. 
Davenport, my great tmde, father of the late Mrs. 
General I^ander. The latter, on the death of my 
parents, adopted me. T. D. Davenport, whose real 
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name was Donald, was an IX.D. of Dublin Univer- 
sity. He married an actress of great beauty, who 
retired from the stage. Owing to reverses she 
went back to the stage, her husband becoming a 
manager on circuit. . , . He was an extremely careful 
man and one of strong personality and will. • ^ • 
That T. D. Davenport had a mean opinion of Charles 
Dickens I know for a fact. Charles Dickens, who 
had aspirations as an actor, was a member of T. D. 
Davenport's company, but he was a genius incapable 
of committing to memory six or seven impoitant 
parts a week. Davenport may have failed to 
realise his genius as an actor. ... In any case; 
the wholesome though blunt advice Davenport 
gave him, which was 'Youx^ man, get back to 
your scribbling,' may have saved to the world the 
true genius, and deprived the stage of a shining 
light only. Charles Dickens, smarting under dis* 
appointment, enlarged upon his grievance, and drew 
the gross caricature of Crummies and his family.'' 

Commenting upon this, the Telegraph, in a short 
leader, remarked, ''Those who have once read 
'Nicholas Nickleby' never forget the whole pre- 
posterous family of the Crummies, gorgeous creatures, 
eaten up with unbounded self-conceit, and only 
kq>t going by . their extraordinary vanity. The 
entire episode is such broad farce that one hardly 
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t^ards it as a piece of satire. Yet satire it was, 
and of a rather vicious type» if we are to accept 
quite Uterally a most interesting letter which Mr. 
Charles I^ander has sent to us. It is well known 
to Dickens students that Crummies was suggested 
by an actor-manager, of some note in his day, Mr. 
T. D. Davenport, lessee of a number of provincial 
theatres. He was a Scot — ^his real name was 
Donald — who had abandoned law in favour of the 
stage. Davenport had a daughter Jean, who made 
her jBrst appearance at her father's Richmond 
Theatre at the age of eight. That was in 1837. 
'Nicholas Nickleby' b^an to appear in April, 
1838," and so on. Jean Davenport became a 
very celebrated actress, especially in America, 
where she died in 1903 at the age of seventy-four, 
full of honours and highly respected by all who knew 
her. It is the privil^e of genius to borrow from 
life and transmute in the very act of borrowing. 
No doubt this is what Dickens did, in a somewhat 
unkind way, with the Davenports. However, in 
a way he was more severe with the ubiquitous 
Moncrieff, because of his dramatic thefts, who 
continued, notwithstanding the castigations he 
received in the press over " Pickwick," to dramatise 
and mutilate Dickens's new works. The character 
of the '' literary gentleman " at the farewell supper 
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given to Mr. Crummies in ''Nicholas Nickleby" 

caught Mr. Moncrieff " on the raw," and any one 

reading the chapter depicting that supper to 

Nicholas Nickleby by the Crummies will see at 

once that Dickens somewhat over-reached himself, 

although, in every way, he had right on his side. 

Moncrieff was so severely bitten that he foolishly 

responded in this ridiculously high-faluting style. 

NEW STRAND THEATRE 

"Nicholas Nicbxbby." 

To the Public. 

** Some of the newspapers having named me as 
the person intended to be represented by an in- 
temperate and vulgar caricature in the last published 
number of Nichoi^as Nicki^by, which without such 
information I should certainly never have suspected, 
it may perhaps be necessary to say a few words in 
order to set the public right upon the matter. 

''Mr. Dickens complains that I have, in the 
present very successful adaptation of 'Nicholas 
Nickleby,' ' finished ' his ' unfinished work ; ' have 
' anticipated his plot,' ' which had caused him many 
thoughtful dajrs and sleepless nights ; ' that I am 
a Richard Turpin, a Tom King, and a Jerry Abershaw 
(that is, presuming he really means me). In fact, 
that I am nothing more or less than a species of 
Novel Highwayman, an universal Robber of 
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Romance, having dramatised no less than two 
hundred and forty-seven navels, as fast as they came 
out, and very often, ntirabile dictu, even 'faster 
than they came out,' thot^h I know not well how 
that could be. That I have stolen his brains (it 
would certainly appear that he had lost them), an 
act which he considers equal in turpitude to stealing 
his pocket-handkerchief, valuing the one at the same 
rate as the other, and I know not what other atro- 
cities besides. I certainly plead guilty to having 
dramatised his work, which I should not have done 
till it had been completed had not two other play- 
wrights dramatised it before me, a circumstance 
that did not seem displeasing either to Mr. Dickens 
or his proprietors, Messrs. Chapman and Hall, as the 
latter themselves actually published one of the 
adaptations alluded to, and thus made themselves 
parties to it." (Note : This was expressly done 
by Dickens's consent with a desire to combat the 
pirates.) '' Independent of which I did not commence 
my version till the original work had been nearly 
fifteen months before the Public, and the dMoue- 
tnent was obviously in view — that I should unfor- 
tunately have hit upon the same ending of the 
history as that projected by Mr. Dickens, and 
thereby have caused him annoyance, I really r^ret ; 
but there is a very easy way of making me ' hide 
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my diminished head/ I<et Mr. Dickens— and he has 
five months before him — set his wits to work again 
and finish his * Nicholas Nickleby ' better than I 
have done, and I shall sink into the primitive mire, 
from which I have for a moment attempted to 
emerge by catching at the end of his garment, a fate 
I shall deserve for my Quixotic foolhardiness for 
continuing, as he says, ' to drag into the magic 
circle of my dulness subjects not at all dramatic, 
cutting, hacking, and carving them to the powers 
and capabilities ' of my ' theatre,' and ' persuading 
the innocent Public, night after night, to admire 
and applaud him/ I could wish it were generally 
i^eed that no original Novel, Romance, or Tale 
should be made use of for dramatic purposes, without 
the original Author having an interest in such 
appropriation, but as such is not the case, and the 
works of novelists, etc., have at all times been 
considered fair game to the dramatist, without 
any complaint from their Authors, I do not perceive 
why I should be expected to become a solitary 
exception, and be debarred an advantage allowed 
to others. I never dramatised but five novds in 
my life — ^Mrs. Opie's beautiful 'Father and Daughter,' 
Sir Walter Scott's matchless ' Ivanhoe,' Sir Edward 
Bulwer's masterly and complete 'Eugene Aram,' 
the ' Pickwick Miscellany,' and, lastly, Mr. Dickens's 
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very dever * mcholas Nickleby/ Had the slightest 
intimation been conveyed to me, either by Mr* 
Dickens or his proprietors, that my using his work 
would be disagreeable or inimical, I should imme- 
diately have desisted; but the fact is, as in 
the case of ' Sam Weller,' had the work been less 
successfully finished, not a word would have been 
uttered in depreciation of my using it by Mr. Dickens. 
" I willingly admit that the common practice of 
dramatising works before their original authors 
have completed them is an unfair and vexatious 
one ; but it did not originate with me. I r^ret 
Mr. Dickens should have lost his temper, and de- 
cended to scurrility and abuse, where a temperate 
remonstrance alone was needed, but has suffered 
his irritability to make him forget the good 
breeding of a gentleman and lose sight of that 
sense which should ever characterise a man of 
letters. As one of his admirers, I lament he 
should have so far committed himself. Mr. 
Dickens is at perfect liberty, if it will at all satisfy 
his spleen, to call me the veriest blockhead that ever 
catered for the stage; the Public have too often 
decided upon my very humble pretensions to be 
swayed by his ipse dixit now. Great as his talents 
are, he is not to fancy himself * Sir Oracle,' and 
when he speaks no dog should ' bark ' ; he should 
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not attempt to ' bestride us like a Colossus ' and 
grumble that we ' poor petty mortals should seek 
to creep between his l^s/ With all possible good 
feeling, I would beg to hint to Mr. Dickens that 
depreciating the talents of another is but a shallow 
and envious way of attempting to raise one's own — 
that the calling the offending party a thief, sneering 
at his pecuniary circumstances, and indulging in 
empty boasts of tavern treats, are weapons of 
offence usually resorted to only by the very lowest 
orders. Nothing is more easy than to be ill-natured. 
1 confess I write for my living, and it is no discredit 
( to Mr. Dickens to say that those who know him 
best are aware he is as much indebted to his pen 
for the dinner of the day, as I can possibly be. 
With respect to the * six hundred generations ' 
through which Mr. Dickens expects his 'pedestal 
should remain in the Temple of Fame,' I can assure 
him I have never anticipated that any credit I 
might derive from dramatising * Nicholas Nickleby ' 
would more than endure beyond as many days. 
Having himself unsuccessfully tried the drama, there 
is some excuse for Mr. Dickens's petulance towards 
its professors; but it is somewhat illiberal and 
ungrateful that, being indebted to the stage for 
so many of his best characters — Sam Welter, from 
Beazley's ' Boarding House,' for example— he should 
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deny it a few in return. In putting his present 
Novel upon the stage, there was no intention to 
injure him, or annoy him ; and if it will be any 
satisfaction to him, I promise him that whatever 
offence I have committed in the present instance 
shall not be repeated in the future — at least, by me. 
"' I cannot avail myself of the liberal offer of 
' paying the tavern biU,' as a long and severe illness 
of nearly five years, with its consequent deprivation 
of sight, has, during almost all that period, wholly 
prevented my * taking my ease in mine inn,' however 
I might have wished it. And now, hoping that Mr. 
Dickens may speedily regain his good humour, and 
indulge in a little more generosity of feeling towards 
his humbler brethren of the quill, I cordially bid 
him farewell. 

** 'Let the galled jade wince» 
My withers are unwrung.' 

" WnXIAM MONCRIEFF." 
"Junes, 1839." 

This was not a pleasant quarrel, and Dickens 
was certainly not well advised by his friends, and 
they traded too much upon his well-known, if 
pardonable, vanity. The laws of copyright were 
in a shameful state in the dajrs gone by, and they 
are still in a condition of chaos, both for dramatist 
and novelist. Moncrieff died in 1859 — the author 

ia6 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



""Nicholas Niddeby'' 

of some score or more pieces contributed to the stage. 
Moncrieff suggests, in his " statement to the puUic,'' 
that Dickens was indebted to Samuel Beazley's farce 
of the ** Boarding House " for the character of Sam 
Weller, This is not the case, though there is a slight 
resemblance to Sam in Simon Spatterdash, who has a 
trick of this kind of speech : " I will, as the fly said 
when he hopped out of the mustard-pot," which was 
quite a common practice with a certain class of 
" smart " youth, servants, and apprentices of the 
day. But I don't suppose Dickens ever saw the 
*f Boarding House." It was produced at the Lyceum 
Theatre in 1811, revived there in 1815 and again at 
Drury Lane a few years later, and then it was heard 
of no more. When could he have seen the play ? 

The writing of " Nicholas Nickleby " caused 
Dickens a great deal of worry and anxiety, especially 
towards the end. He wrote to Forster on the 
subject on a certain Tuesday, and on the Friday 
of the same week he sent to him : '' I was writing 
incessantly until it was time to dress; and have 
not yet got the subject of my last chapter, which 
must be finished to-night." Then Forster speaks : 
*' But this was not all. Between that Tuesday and 
Friday an indecent a3sault had been committed 
on his book by a theatrical adapter named Stiriing» 
^ho seized upon it \iithout leave while yet only 
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a third of it was written ; hacked, cut, and garbled 
its dialogue to the shape of one or two favourite 
actors ; invented for it a plot and an ending of his 
own, and produced it at the Addphi; where the 
outraged author, hard pressed as he was with an 
unfinished number had seen it in the interval 
between the two letters," which he had posted to 
Forster. However, let us be just. According to 
Edmund Yates, so far from Dickens being dis- 
pleased, the novelist expressed to Frederick Yates, 
who impersonated Mantalini, his admiration and 
approval of the representation, and he also praised 
the make-up and management of certain characters 
and scenes. Edward Stirling called the piece 
— a farce in two acts — Nichoi^as Nickwby, 
''Taken from the popular work of that name by 
Boz." First performed November 19th, 1838. 

NiCHOi^ NiCBXEBY . . •.. Mr. J. Webster. 

Rai^h N1CK13BY . . . . Mr. J. Cullenford. 

Newman Noggs . . . . Mr. O. Smith. 

Mantauni Mr. Frederick Yates. 

Squbbrs Mr. Wilkinson. 

Smikb Mrs. Keeley. 

Jom^ Browdib Mr. Harry Beverley. 

Mrs. Nicki«Bby Miss O'Neil. 

KatB NiCdiSBY . . ... Miss Cottrell. 

Madame Mantauni Miss Shaw. 

Miss Knagg Miss Geoige. 

Miss Squeers . . . . ... Miss Gower. 

Miss Price ^ ... ••• Miss Grove. 

Mrs. Sqttebrs ^ «• Mts. Posbioke. 
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In " Nicholas Nickleby," it will be remembered, 
as I have stated, Dickens is very bitter, and justly so, 
against the theatrical purloiners of novelists' brains, 
yet Stirlii^ actually dedicated his *' purveyed" 
property in these words to the rightful owner. 

" To Charles Dickens, Esqr. 
" Dear Sir, 

" Allow me to dedicate to you your own 
Nicholas Nickleby in his dramatic garb. The exceed- 
ing popularity that you have already invested him 
with must plead my apology for the attempt, 
'* Your sincere admirer, 
"Edward Stirwng." 

Dickens himself dedicated his book to his life- 
long friend W. C. Macready, the celebrated actor. 
The imitations of the novel were so flagrant that 
Dickens had to invoke the aid of the law to suppress 
them. Here is a letter that Frederick Yates received 
from Dickens soon after the performance at the 
Adelphi : 

" My dkar Sir, 

" I am very glad indeed that * Nickleby ' 
is doing so weU. You are right about the popularity 
of the work for its sale has left even that of ' Pick- 
wick ' behind. 

"My general objection to the adaptation of 
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any unfinished work of mine simply is that being 
badly done and worse acted, it tends to vu^arise 
the characters, to destroy or weaken the minds of 
those who see the impressions I have endeavoured to 
create, and consequently to lessen the after-interest 
in their progress. No such objections can exist 
where the thing is so admirably done in every respect 
as you have done it in this instance. I felt it an 
act of common justice, after seeing the piece, to 
withdraw all my objections to its production, and 
to say this much to the parties interested in it 
without reserve. If you can spare us a private 
box for next Tuesday, I shall be much obliged to 
you. If it be on the stage so much the better, 
as I shall be really glad of an opportunity to tell 
Mrs. Keeley and O. Smith how much I appreciate 
their Smike and Newman Noggs. I put you out 
of the question altogether, for that glorious Mantalini 
is beyond all praise. 

" Faithfully yours, 

"Chawuis Dickbns." 

In July, 1838, " The Infant Phenomenon ; or, 
a Rehearsal Rehearsed," was given at the Strand 
Theatre. It was adapted by H. Homcastle, who 
played Crummies. Others in it were the quaint 
Bob Romer, J. Oxberry, and Mrs. Iceman Rede« 
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At the Surrey Theatre part of the Addphi Theatre 
company appeared in a greatly revised version of 
the same piece—" Nicholas Nickleby "—February 
15th, 1839 • 

rai^ph NlCKi«EBy . . . . Mr. Heslop. 

NlCHOifAS NiCEi«BBY . . . . Mr. Courtney. 

Newman Noggs . . • . Mr. O. Smith. 

Sqttbbrs Mr. WiUdnson. 

John Browdie Mr. Harry Beverley. 

Mantauni Mr. Bdward Wright 

Sir Mtti:3BRRV Hawk . . . • Mr. Wilson. 

Sbokb Mrs. Kedey. 

Mrs. NICEI3BY . . . . Miss I^ewis. 

Katb Niceuby . . . . Miss Chartley. 

Madame ManTalini . . . . Miss Martin. 

Mrs. Squeers Mrs. W. Dal^. 

Miss Knagcs Miss Sharpe. 

Miss Squeers Miss Gower. 

'Tiu>A Price Miss Yomig. 

With this, the same evening, was acted " Oliver 
Twist " for the seventy-fourth time. 

Of course the work being completed and pub- 
lished in book form the adapter had every oppor- 
tunity of thorot^hly overhauling and improving 
his play, which became a stock piece, although 
we have still another dramatisation from the work- 
shop of Mr. Stirling — 

TER FORTUNES OP SMTTTR; or, A SBQ^JSL 

TO NICHOLAS NICBOUBBY. 

A Drama m Two Acis. 

Fifsl performed at the Thsalrs Royal, Adeiphi, on Monday. 

March 2nd, 1840. 
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Cast. 

Mku Raips NiCKUCBV •• Mr. CoDeiilotd. 

Vkbous Nickusby • . . . Mr. SaviDe. 

Mr. Manxauni . . Mr. Yates. 

Jc«N Brodib (sic) ..Mi. Beverley. 

Nkwman N0GG8 . . Mr. Bndartone. 

Brookbr Mr. Maynard. 

Squkbbs Mr. Wfltitmnn. 

Snawlby Mr. B. H. Butler. 

Arihur (^tiDS Mr. King. 

Crummus Mr. P. Bedford. 

Charlkh Cherrybu (sic) . . Mr. Holmes 

Ned Cherrybu (sic) . . . . Mr. Jdbnaoa. 

Frank Cherrybu (sic) . . Mr. Freeborn. 

Whackford Squkbrs • . . . Master Bnmtxm. 

BxKCUTiQNBR • . • . Mr. J. Shaw. 
Guards. Laboursrs, Waitbrs, bic 

SiOKE Mrs. Keeley. 

Madame ManTaumi • . . . Mrs. Posbroke. 

Mrs. Nicki^eby . . -Miss O'Neil. 

Kats Nicki^eb y . . Miss M. A. Lee. 

Mrs. Brodie Miss George. 

In this edition there is a dedication of the piece 
to Mrs. Keeley, in the course of which the author 
(Stirling) says : '* Allow me to offer you my sincere 
thanks for the great pams and superior talent 
evinced in your delineation of the poor heart- 
stricken boy Smike; the personation shed new 
lustre on the magic pen of Boz ; so gentle, so spirit- 
breathing, heart-suffering, yet so tuneful, eliciting 
our sympathy and admiration." 

This play was also seen at the Surrey and the 
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Nicholas Nlckleby'' 



Marylebone Theatres* and the Cily of London 

Theatre, November 19th, 1838. At the latter hoose 

it bore the snb-title of "Or, The Schoohnaster 

Abroad and At-Home." In the cast were Mr. and 

Mrs. £. Green and Miss Vinoent. A second edition 

was played March nth, 1839. Then on December 

20th, 1838, there was a purely local adaptation 

presented at the Theatre Royal, Hull, called 

" Nicholas Nickleby ; or. Doings at Do-the-Boys- 

Hall," in which Mr. and Mrs. H. Mellon appeared. 

Quite a different version (most likely by Dibdin 

Pitt) came out at the City of London Theatre in 

November, 1840. 

NICHOLAS NICELBBY. 

RaIiPH Nicki^bby . . . . Mr. James. 

NiGHOi^ NiCKi^BBY . . . • Mr. W. Seaman. 

SiciKB Miss B. Vincent. 

Chbrrybu Mr. Wilton. 

Squbsrs Mr. Dibdin Pitt 

Mastsr Squbbeis . • Miss Wnton. 

Nbwbian Nogos . . . . Mr. Dtinn. 

CRTTMifUS Mr. J. Gardner. 

Mastbr Crummucs . . Biaster Cecil Pitt. 

Brookes Mr. Henry Howard. 

Lbnvilbb Mr. C Williams. 

John Browdib Mr. J. Howard. 

F0141R Mr. Scarbrow. 

Bbn Dibbs Mr. Hitchenson. 

Mrs. NicbIiBBY . . Mrs. G. Lee. 

Katb Mrs. J. Howard. 

Mrs. Squbbrs . . ... ... Mrs. Wonlds. 

Mbs. CRmoOiBS • • ., Mrs. WOton. 
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There was also a "'Nicholas Nickleby/' acted 
at the Victoria Theatre in Mardi, 1857, in which 
the parts were represented by Messrs. Henderson, 
W. H. Pitt, W. Warlow, A. Saville, J, Bradshaw, 
Fred Byefield, G. Pearce, and F. H. Henry; Miss 
Young, Mrs. Warlow, Miss Bailey, Miss Edgar, 
Miss Barrowdiff, Mrs. Nelson. The characters of 
Miss Squeers and 'Tilda Price do not appear. Then 
Mr. W. H. C. Nation did a version at AsHeys in 
1864. A little-known production was that of a play 
called " Do-the-Boys-Hall," m three acts, by J. 
Daly Besmeres, presented at the Court Theatre, 
December 26th, 1871. 

Sqtjbbrs Mr. Edward Righton. 

John Browdis Mr. W. J. HilL 

NiCHOi«AS NiCKHjCBY . . . . Mr. Alfred Bishop. 

Rai^h NiCKi<EBy . . Mr. Arthur Wood. 

Snawi«by Mr. H. Leigh. 

SiOKB MissSanton. 

Mrs. Sqtjbbrs Mrs. Stephens. 

Miss Sqtjbbrs Miss Maggie Brennan. 

'TiU>A Pricb Miss Rose Coghlan. 

The old playgoer will recognise in this a splendid 
cast, and the new playgoer will, perhaps, marvel to see 
Mr. Alfred Bishop set down as playing juvenile 
lead. 

On March 20th, 1875, the very best play on the 
subject, prepared by Andrew Halliday, was per- 
formed at the Addphi Theatre. 
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NICHOLAS NICEU3BY. 

NICHOI48 NlCDXBY . . . . Mr. W. Terriss. 

RaIiPH Nicki^bby . . Mr. James Pemandez. 

Sqttbsks ^ Mr. John Clarke. 

Newman Noggs . . . . Mr. George Belmote. 

John Browdis •• . . Mr. Sam l^necy. 

Brookbr . . . . . . Mr. J. G. Shore. 

Snawi^sy Mr. C. J. Smith. 

Smikb .. Mis3 Lydia Poote. 

Mrs. NiCEijEtsy . . Mrs. Addie. 

Katb NiCEijECBy . . . . Miss Edith Stuart 

'TiU>A Pricb . . . . Miss Hudspeth. 

Miss Squbsks Miss Harriet Coveney. 

Mrs. Sqttbbrs Mrs. Alfred Mellon. 

On this first night the curtain rose at seven on 
the popular farce of ** Sarah's Young Man/' and 
the entertainment concluded with the Yokes Family 
in " Belles of the Kitchen." '' Nicholas Nickleby " 
was revived at the same theatre in 1879, when Mr. 
E. H. Brooke was the Nicholas; J.G.Taylor, Squeers* 
Herman Vezin, Newman Noggs ; Henry Neville, 
John Browdie ; R. Pateman, Brooker ; F. W. Irish, 
Snawley ; Miss Bmily Heffer, Mrs. Nickleby ; Miss 
Emily Duncan, Kate ; and Miss Clara Jecks, 'Tilda, 
The other parts were in the care of the original 
exponents. 

I have a note of an unpublished ''Nicholas 
Nickleby : An episodic sketch in Three Tableaux/ 
John S. Clarke, quaintest of character actors in old 
English plays, although he was an American by 
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birth, played Newman Noggs for some time at 
the Strand Theatre from September loth, 1885. 
The fall cast was as under — 

NICHOLAS NICKLBBY. 

Newman NoGGS.. ^ Mr. John S. Clarke. 

Squbbrs Mr. Ridiatd Pardon. 

Rai^ph Nicki^BBY . . Mri H. R. Teeadale. 

Vicaous NiCKiiBBy . . . . Mr. Creston Clarke. 

John Mr. C. Wilfred. 

JBNKINS Master Norton. 

Waitbr Mr. P. R. Macnamara. 

Smikb Miss Marie Hudspeth. 

Mrs. Sqttbbrs MissCBwdl. 

Kaxs NicnSBY Miss Grace AtnokL 

The Era speaks very scathingly about this 
piece, and says " Contemptible from the point of 
view of art as the piece is ; it serves as an excuse 
for some acting which is by no means to be con- 
temned. ... A judicious silence is, we observe, 
maintained on the bill as to the authorship of this 
adaptation, which is understood to have been pre- 
viously played in the United States." 

Smike did not die, but tried to pronounce a 
''tag" to the concoction. A violation that was 
enough to make Dickens turn in his grave. 

Finally " Nicholas Nickleby," a drama in four 
acts, adapted by H. Simms, was first performed at 
the Theatre, Brighton, in 1875, with a good cast. 
In May, 1887, Fred l/cslie appeared at a maUnie 
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as Newman Noggs at the Gaiety Theatre, though 
John HoUingshead does not record the fact. It was 
for the benefit of Miss Nelly Farren, and she played 
Smike so exquisitely as to draw tears from a crowded 
house^ and to receive the praise of Mrs. Kedey, 
the " creator " of the part. 

Edward Stirling relates the following anecdote 
concerning a performance given at Worthing for 
his benefit : " Nicholas Nickleby " was announced. 
** Without the Dotheboys Hall scholars this could 
not take place however. And here was the awkward 
dilemma. Worthing mothers of the poorer dass 
did not countenance play-acting, believing Old 
Nick to be in some way connected with it. A 
local Figaro helped me out of my difficulty. The 
professor of the razor did a bit of most things at 
his odd and leisure moments. He was a performer 
on the French horn, a bird-fander, newsvendor, 
com -cutter — Heaven knows what besides — a 
r^ular Caleb Quotem in short. * I'll get you fifty, 
sir, never fear,' and he was as good as his word. 
Lured from the by-streets and alleys by his horn, 
like the children m the * Pied Piper of Hamelin,' 
the small fry followed him to the theatre yard ; once 
there, Figaro dosed the gates upon Mr. Squeers's 
children. Amidst crying and moaning they were 
placed on the sti^e, sitting on bendies, and kept 
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in order by Figaro's cane — poor children !— com- 
pletely bewildered. When the treacle was ad- 
ministered most of them cried. This delighted the 
audience, thinking it so natural (so it was). At 
nine o'clock, the act over, our cruel barber threw 
open the gates, drivii^ his flock out, with a pleasant 
intimation of what they would catch when they 
arrived home. Mothers, fathers, sisters, in wild 
disorder, had been scouring the town for their 
runaways, and the police were completely puzzled 
and at their wit's end at such a wholesale kidnapping. 
Figaro was nearly torn to pieces when the truth 
was discovered." 

On August 28th, 1875, there was an American 
version of the story presented at the Royal Amphi- 
theatre, Liverpool, without the name of the author 
being announced. 

In Fraser's Magazine for March, 1842, there is 
a most amusing account from the pen of W. M. 
Thackeray, of a performance of a stage version 
of '^ Nicholas Nickleby," given at the Ambigu 
Comique The2ltre, Paris. 

I give an exact copy of the play-bilL 

NICOLAS NICKLEBY. 
OU liES MBNDIANS DB liONDBSS. 

Drama en Cinq Actes et Six Tableaux 
Par MM. Prosper Dinanz et Gustave Lemoine. 
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**NichoIas Nickleby*' 

Bjept(aent6 poor la premise f ois, k Paris, sur k thd&tre 

de rAmbigu-Comique le 29 Janvier, 1842. 

Distribution db i^ Pibcb. 

Nicoi^ NiCKi^SBY MM. Albert. 

John Browdie (fermier) Saint-Bmest. 

Raj^k (banquier) Chilly. 

LB CoiATB DB CXarbndon (38 d 40 ans) Anatole Gras. 

Sqtjsbrs {maitre d'icole) Boutin. 

Prospectus (^l^e de M. Squeers) . . Charles Pdrey. 

BiBCKECR {ancien affldS de Ralph) .. Chamoz. 

Bm^JAMBB (cul de iatte) Alexandra. 

Un jbunb IfiiBD . . .... . . Bertollet 

Smikb {enfant Slh)e par chariU, 15 ans) . . Miles. Prosper. 

MAT>Kr,KTNB Q^ARENDON {fiUe du Comte) Davenay. 

Cathbrinb Nicobby (sceuf de Nicolas) Radne. 

L'HoTBsaB DB i^ TAVBRNB .. .. Sylvia. 

Un Sheripp. Un Constabia. Un Mbdbcin. Un 
gar90n db tmsatrb bt un gar90n db tavernb. jbunes 
Seigneurs. Ec^^ves db M. Squeers. Mendians et 
Mbndiantbs. etc., etc 

Le premier acte se passe dans on petit village du 
Northumberland ; le deuzi^e, a troisi^me, le quatri^me et 
le dnqui^e, k Londres. 

The French play, accordiii^ to Thackeray, 
contained many glaring, not to say outrageous, 
excrescences, and the departures from the story 
as told by Dickens would be inexcusable if they 
were not, as told by Thackeray, so intensely amusing. 

When " Nicholas Nickleby " was first acted in 
America, Joseph Jefferson made a great impression 
as Newman Noggs* 

139 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHAPTER IX 
^THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP^ 

IN the summer of 1839 I^ickens first got the 
idea of bringing out a weekly publication, to 
be called "Master Humphrey's Clock," in which 
his new story— "The Old Curiosity Shop "— 
became one of the chief attractions, with other 
interesting matter from other writers. That was 
the original scheme. Writing in the summer of 
1870, Theodore Taylor said : " The first number 
of 'Master Humphrey's Clock' appeared on the 
4th of April, 1840. Not content with the unex- 
ampled success which had attended the issue of 
* Nicholas Nickleby ' in shilling numbers, the pub- 
lisher conceived the mistaken idea of altering the 
size of Mr. Dickens's new work. . . • Messrs. 
Cattermole and 'Phiz' (Hablot K. Browne) had 
undertaken the illustrations, and the work proceeded ; 
but it soon became a matter of policy, or rather 
of necessity, to revive the public interest; and 
this was done by the resuscitation of Mr. Pickwick 
and the two Wellers— father and son. Thus helped 
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forward, the new work began to make its way 
steadily; and the two principal tales, 'The Old 
Cnriosily Shop ' and * Bamaby Rudge/ are among 
the best and most popular of Mr. Dickens's stories/' 
Eventually the author thought fit to separate the 
stories, which were issued in complete form 
together, and ''Master Humphrey's Clock," said 
the author himself, " became one of the lost books of 
the earth — ^whidi, we all know, are far more precious 
than any that can be read for love or money." 

Several of the characters in " The Old Curiosity 
Shop" were drawn from real life, and they had 
their prototjrpes in the unlucky days, in Dickens's 
own early years, of the Marshalsea and the blacking 
warehouse at Hungerford Stairs. The Marchioness 
was first suggested by the maid-of-all-work who 
waited upon the Dickens family in Bayham Street, 
Camden Town. She originally came from the 
Chatham workhouse. The Garlands were drawn 
from the landlord and his family where Dickens 
resided. Mr. Garland "was a fat, good-natured, 
kind old gentleman. He was lame, and had a 
quiet old wife ; and he had a very innocent grown- 
up son, who was lame too." The poetical Mr. Slum 
was derived from the ingenious gentleman who 
wrote the rh3aning advertisements in praise of 
Warren's blacking. The story was dedicated to 

141 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Dickens and the Drama 

Samad Rogers, the banker-poet, and Didiiens said : 
'* It is a great pleasure to me to add that for a 
beautiful thought in the last chapter but one of 'The 
Old Curiosity Shop/ I am indebted to Mr. Rogers. 
It is taken from his charming tale 'Ginevra/ 

" ' And long might'st thoa have seen 

An old man wandering as in quest of something. 
Something he could not find-*he knew not whaL' " 

In the first volume of " Peter Parley's Penny 
Library," edited by Samuel Goodrich, under the 
pseudonym of Peter Parley, were a number of 
selections from the novel in the form of dialogues 
to be recited and given as scenes and small plays. 
Dickens naturally was greatly incensed at this 
wholesale piracy and said so, which had the result 
of giving him considerable satisfaction. 

" The Old Curiosity Shop " has ever been a 
favourite with the theatrical adapter, and before 
the story was finished several versions were seen 
on the public stc^e. Not only that, there was 
actually a "Master Humphre/s Qock" done in 
just two months after the first number appeared. 
This was by Frederick Pox Cooper, a notorious 
annexer of other men's brains, and was first acted 
at the "^ctoria Tlieatre, May 26th, 1840. It was 
thus set forth in the bills (the play was printed 
hi Cumberland's '' British Theatre ") : 
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MASTBR HUMFHRBY'8 CLOCK. 

A Domestic Drama in Two Acts. Founded on the fiist 
stoiy in the work of Charles Dickens. 

Job Toddyhigh . . . . Mr. C Bender. 

UAamsLBJJMPBSCEVitheDeformed^ Mr. Harding. 

Gii:3ERT Gray {of Grayling, a 

Cavalier, and a Gay Gallant) Mr. Hicks. 

Masibr Hargrbavb Harixsy 

{the Unknown) . . . . Mr. Dale. 

Simon Tradei<ove {the Anti^ 

quaty) Mr. Barton. 

Christophbr Curiotts {the City 

Apprentice) . . . • . . Mr. Manders. 

Dykb of XHB Fbrry {a Repro- 
bate and Cutpurse) . . • . Mr. Courtney. 

JASFBR Mr. Morton. 

Martin Mr. Hitchenson. 

HubbrX {Esquire to Gilbert) . . Mr. McDonald. 

BUNOR {the Child of Mystery) . . Mrs. Howard. 

AucE {fhe Tenant of the Lane 

House) Miss Cooke. 

Guards, City Watch, Roystbrbrs, Cutfursbs* btc. 

The representative of Gilbert Gray was the 
celebrated N. T. or " Brayvo Hicks/' beloved alike 
of the groundlings and the gods. Toddyhigh is a 
sort of Christopher Sly» and is seen no more after 
deliverii^ — 

THB PROLOGUE- 

Drop Scene representing Ancient Guildhall. Figures of 
Gog and Magog, {See the plate in No. i.) 

Music. Toddyhigh discovered asleep on the ground. Rises 
and looks rounds-drubbing bis eyes, etc. 
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Here's a fuss, indeed 1 bar rigmarole, 
A feast of reason and a flow of soul. 
{Clock strikes one.) 
In the good days of early rhyme and fun. 
When feadng bogies, boys have cut and run, 
I do remember me, a nursery tale 
So very marvellous — 'twas very Hke a whale. 
'TIs said vrhxniihey {points to figures) should hear it strike 

the hour 
They'd take a chop in some snug looking bower ; 
A dock has struck, and now they ask the way 
Of MSaster Humphrey, to the Victoria play. 
Hiey heard him strike— his fame they now behold ; 
And as they crossed the bridge they there were ioWd. 
Arrived — the Lessee he began to stare. 
And wondered ^y they left behind — the Mayor. 
In haste they entered— the Lessee led the way— 
They were so high, they could not stoop to pay ; 
And like the nobs— I speak to their disgrace — 
They came so late, they could not find the place. 
And now, one ¥rQrd about our play to-night. 
The why and wherefore that has made us write, 
'Tis Boz composes with such railroad speed 
He leaves unfinished half of what we read. 
We beg a hearing— perhaps he'll make no quail — 
He gives a head — ^we furnish forth a tale. 
He the Colossus great— we side by side. 
The pigmy men that 'neath his l^;s must stride. 
We have no monstrous puff to aid our cause. 
But trust to your good sense for your applause — 
With smiling faces then I see our champions sit. 
The critics of the Gallery, Box and Pit. 
We argue hence, that ni^tly you will flock — 
If not to Master Humphrey, at least our Cbck ; 
For which, fair dames and sirs, we nightly pray. 
For your applause will be — ^the time of day I 

Exit L. H. 
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The first acting version of the '* Old Cariosity 
Shop" itself was by Edward Stirling. This was 
described on the day bills as " a Burletta in Two 
Acts; founded on the celebrated, widely circulated, 
and universally admired papers by Boz." On the 
title-page of the printed book, however, it is simply 
called " a drama in two acts." The sub-title was 
"or. One Hour from Humphrey's Clock." This 
piece was done at the Adelphi Theatre, November 
9th, 1840. 

BiASTBR Humphrey . • Mr. Maynard. 

Thb Grandpathbr . . . . Mr. Thos. Lyon. 

Kit Mr. Wilkinson. 

I4TIXB Neu, Mrs. Kedey. 

PjtBD Trent Mr. J. F. Saville. 

Dick Swivbu^ER . « Mr. B. Wright. 

Qxm;p Mr. Ftedk. Yates. 

Brass Mr. Griffin. 

Tom Codun Mr. Paul Bedford. 

Short Trotters . . . . Mr. Wieland. 

Boy Master Thomas. 

Mr. Garland Mr. CuUenf ord. 

Mrs. Garland Mrs. Pearseb 

Mrs. Quilp Miss I^ee. 

Mrs. Simmonds . . . . Miss O'Neil. 

Mrs. George Mrs. Gower. 

Mrs. Nobsclaw . . Miss Sidney. 

Mrs. JmwiN Mrs. Posbroke. 

On October 4th, 1853, ''The Old Curiosity 
Shop/' dramatised by an unnamed writer, was 
done by B. T. Smith, at Drury I^ane Theatre. It 
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was for one performance only. G. V. Brooke had to 
appear at Cambridge, and retomed for the next 
night for *' Viiginitis/' in which he was starring. 

Andrew Halliday once again showed his skill as 
an adapter, and provided the Olympic Theatre with 
a very interesting drama in " Nell/' November 19th, 
1870. 

NELL; OR, THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 



Grandpaxhbr . 

QuHiP 

Dick Swivbexer 

Sabipson Brass 

Krr 

Frbd Trent . 

Short . . 

CODUN . . 

Jowi, 
Tom Scott 

NBUr 

Mrs. Jari«by 
Sai^i^y Brass 
The MARcmoNBss 
Mrs. Qun^ 
Mrs. JmiwiN 
Mrs. Gborgb 



Mr. George Belmore. 
Mr. John Clarke. 
Mr. David Fisher. 
Mr. W. Blakdey. 
Mr. George Elliot. 
Mr. H. St. Maur. 
Mr. E. W. Garden. 
Mr. Butler. 
Mr. E. Newbound. 
Mr. H. Jordan. 
Miss Florence Terry. 
Miss Charlotte Saunders. 
Mrs. Poynter. 
Miss Eliza Johnstone. 
Mrs. Joseph Irving. 
MissEwell 
Miss Sutherland. 
Miss Ashton. 



Mrs. Sdimoni>s 

The Nell, Miss Florence Terry, a charming 
actress, the yomigest sister of Ellen Terry, who died 
all too soon, was excellent in the title rdle. 

Mr. Murray Wood, who played the Grandfather 
and Dick Swiveller, prepared a version for his wife, 
Miss Vixgiiua Blackwood, at one time a very popular 
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transpontine actress, which first saw the footlights 
at the Surrey Theatre, November 23rd, 1872, where 
she played a round of plays based on the novelist's 
works. Subsequently, in 1877, ^^ revived the 
piece, which was christened "Little Nelly," at the 
Royal Park Theatre, Camden Town, and also in the 
same year at the Royal Aquarium Theatre, West- 
minster. Long associated with Virginia Blackwood 
was Mr. Harry Cornwall, a very capable comedian, 
l£iss Lilian Adair, Miss Kate Graham, and Miss 
Jane Rignold. In the eighties Miss Blackwood 
migrated with her company to Astley's Theatre 
in the Westminster Bridge Road, where later Lord 
George Sanger reigned supreme. Charles Rice, who, 
in 1873-4-5 provided the pantomimes for Covent 
Garden, also perpetrated a dxama on the subject. 

In 1873 '*Mrs. Jarley's Far-Famed Collec- 
tion of Waxworks," by G. B. Bartlett, was 
presented somewhere in town — ^but I know not 
where. Then George Lander gave *'The Old 
Curiosity Shop," a drama in four acts, at the 
Theatre Royal, York, May 14th, 1877. In this 
Miss Katie Logan doubled the parts of the 
Marchioness and Little Nell. Supporting her were 
Miss £. Miller, Miss Oliph Webb, and Messrs* 
Duncan Campbell, Whit Rogerson, C. E. Stevens, 
T. W. Rogerson, and Jessie St. Clair. In March, 
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1881, Mr. Fred J. Stimson toured the provinces, 
commencing at Liverpool with " The Old Curiosity 
Shop/' prepared by Joseph Mackay and Horace 
Lennard. At the Opera Comique, in 1884, another 
dramatisation was done, of which Charles Dickens 
the younger wrote : " An adaptation of my own, 
which was produced at the Opera Comique in 
January 12th, 1884, was deprived of any merit it 
may have possessed by the interpolation by the 
American lady for whom I wrote the piece (she 
doubled Nell and the Marchioness) of a prepos- 
terous act from a ridicidous version by Mr. John 
Brougham, which she had been accustomed to 
play in the States." However this may be, it 
was generally conceded at the time that Lotta (her 
surname was Crabtree) was the best representative 
of both characters hitherto seen. She had adequate 
support, and it was acknowledged on all hands that 
Mr. Frank Wyatt completely realised the humour 
of Dick Swiveller. 

THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. 
Thb Marcbonbss AMD Nbi:«i« Miss Lotta. 
SwiVBiAER Mr. Ftank Wyatt. 



Qun^p 


. . Mr. Robert Pateman. 


Brass 


. . Mr. Howard Russell. 


Grandpatukk * . 




Prbd Trbnt .. 


. . Mr. Cedl Rayne. 


Mr. Wuhbrdban 


.. Mr.T.Menidew. 


Jowi, 


• • Mr. Henxy. 
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l4ST • . Mr. James. 

Slum Mr. J. Phipps. 

Kit Mr. Charles Qoote. 

Sauy Brass Miss Fanny Coleman. 

Mrs. Jaruy Miss T. Lavis. 

Mrs. QuHiP Miss Bella Howard. 

Robert Pateman's Quilp was a *' revelation " in 
realistic acting. The Marchioness and Dick Swiveller 
are joyons characters such as Dickens delighted to 
depict, and such as many dramatists have imder 
various disguises interpolated in the lists of dramatis 
personce of their plays. " An Angel on Earth " was 
the title chosen by Alfred M. Dalor for his version of 
" The Old Curiosity Shop/' presented at the Theatre 
Royal, St. Helen's, February 12th, 1902, and again 
in the following September, and I believe on tour. 

"Little Nell" — dramatised by David James, 
the clever son of the creator of Perkyn Middle- 
wick, "Inferior Dosset" in "Our Boys"— was 
produced at the Pier Pavilion, St. I^eonards, 
January 20th, 1902. At the Grand Theatre, 
February 23rd, 1903, Mr. Oswald Brand gave 
his view of " The Old Curiosity Shop " in yet 
another "Little Nell," m which Mr. Ivan Berlyn 
made a hit as Quilp: an actor, by the way, who 
has also done a number of Dickens's characters on 
the Variety Stage. "The Marchioness," an oper- 
etta by B. W. Findon and Edward Jones was played 
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at His Majesty's Theatre, June 23rd, 1904, on the 
occasion of the Gement Scott benefit matinee. 
And there are many other adaptations, including one 
by the present writer, called " Dick Swiveller." 

A very pretty ballad describing the death of 
Little Nell, written by Miss Charlotte Yotmg and 
composed by George Linley , was an especial favourite 
with Charles Dickens, to whom the effusion was 
dedicated. He was very fond indeed of the song, 
and his eldest daughter had been in the habit of sing- 
ing it to him constantly since she was quite a child. 

They told him, gently, she was dead. 

And spoke of heaven and smiled ; 
Then drew him from the lonely room 

Where lay the lovely child. 
'Twas all in vain, he heeded not 

Their pitying looks of sorrow ; 
" Hush 1 hush 1 " he aded, " she only sleeps; 

She'll wake again to-morrow.'' 

They laid her in her lonely grave. 

Where winds blew high and bleak. 
Though the faintest summer breeze had been 

Too rough to fan her cheek. 
And there the poor old man would watch 

In strange though childish sorrow. 
And whisper to himsell the words, 

" She'll come again to-monow." 

(tee day they missed him long and sought 

Where most he loved to stray ; 
They found him dead upon the turf 

Where Uttle NeUie lay. 
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With tottering steps he'd wandeted there, 
Ftesh sttength and hope to bonow. 

And, e'en in dying, breathed this prayer, 
" Oh, let her oome to-morrow." 



After the death of the novelist there was quite an 
epidemic of Dickens, and the dramas from his works 
were revived and new ones produced in almost every 
capital and theatrical town in Great Britain. For 
instance, " Grandfather's Little Nell " was a drama 
done at the Theatre Royal, Bristol, December 3rd, 
1870, while two dajrs later "Dick Swiveller," by 
Charles Rennell, appeared at the Theatre Royal, 
Brighton. This was in four acts, and I expect 
Rennell, who was a clever but very eccentric actor, 
undertook the part of the versatile Dick. On 
February 6th, 1871, " The Old Curiosity Shop ; or, 
the Life and Death of Little Nell," by W. Sidney, 
was performed at the Theatre Royal, Norwich. 
Then on April 8th, at the Bradford Theatre Royal, 
"Gentle Nelly" was put on, and on the loth 
" Quilp ; or, the Wanderings of Little Nell," at the 
Prince of Wales's Theatre, Wolverhampton. This 
was by T. G. Paulton. " Poor Nell," by Edward 
Price, saw the light at the Theatre Royal, Aberdeen, 
November i8th, 1872. And doubtless there were 
many patchwork and other plays on the subject 
prepared. It is wonderful to contemplate the money 
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that must have been made out of Dickens's books 
from first to last — and the adapters are still busy. 

I have myself just upon fifty printed plays based 
on the novels of the immortal creator of ''Pick* 
wick " — and programmes more than I can count. 

The very latest edition was by Oswald Brand, 
produced at the Grand Theatre, Islington, on 
February 23rd, 1903, to which I have already 
referred. 

MTTLE NEI/I/. 

Danisc^ QuHiP Mr. Ivan Berljrn. 

Thb GrandpaTHBR . . . . Mr. Tom Paulton. 

Samson Brass Mr. Frank Collins. 

Richard SwivslIiBR . . . . Mr. Albert Harding. 

Thb SmGi«B GBNlXBiiAN . . Mr. C. A. Clark. 

CoDUN Mr. B. C. linden. 

Short Mr. Hugh Webb. 

Grindsr Mr. T. Morton. 

FrBD Trknt Mr. George Wareham. 

Gborgb Mr. Sidney Keatns. 

Kit Master Garnet Vayne. 

QuiEiP'S Boy Miss Aimee Vivash. 

Bnxv Master John Sedger. 

Mag Miss Millie Searle. 

Nau:, Miss lala Gamet-Vayne. 

Sau^y Brass Mrs. H. Gascoigne. 

Mrs. Qunj> Miss W nnie Ryan. * 

Mrs. Jaruy Miss Nellie Gilmore. 

Mrs. Jinniwxn Miss Gwinnie Vayne. 

Thb Marchionbss . . Miss Fay Gamet-Vayne. 

Mrs. Gborgb Miss Nellie Clarence. 

A Visitor Miss Winifred Wood. 

Mr. WnsBRDStf . . Mr. Snirey. 
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The great success of this production was the 
life-like Quilp of Mr. Ivan Berlyn. On April 20th 
the performances were repeated at the Crown, 
Peckham. 

Much controversy has arisen from time to time 
over the right locale of " The Old Curiosity Shop/' 
and though Dickens himself never definitely gave 
any direct information on the subject, tradition dies 
hard. As an interesting statement, I quote the 
following from the Daily Telegraph of May i6th, 
1908: — 

" If this is not the ' Old Curiosity Shop/ where 
b it? This was a question put by Mr. William 
Hurst Flint, the auctioneer, in offering at the Mart 
yesterday the quaint tenement in Portsmouth Street, 
Lincoln's Inn Fields, which bears on its plaster front 
the declaration that it was 'immortalised by 
Dickens/ Nobody answered the challenge, for in 
truth no one knows exactiy what spot Dickens had 
in his mind's eye when, at Bath, he conceived the 
story of Littie Nell and her grandfather. Mr. Flint 
himself hesitated to offer a definite opinion. 'Accord- 
ing to many well-known authorities — ^I won't go 
further than that — this is the building.' But, what- 
ever the real facts, the auctioneer maintained that 
sentiment gave the property a practical value. In 
the summer, he remarked, as people passed up and 
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down Portsmouth Street, they would see lines of 
chars-i-bancs laden with Americans. 'They come 
in hundreds, stand and stare at this beautiful old 
building, go in and purchase picture postcards and 
other printed matter, and when they get home say 
to their friends, * Here is the Old Curiosity Shop of 
which you have read/ 

" For a few moments Mr. Flint carried the com- 
pany back to the days when lawyers were unknown 
in Lincoln's Inn Fields. He pictured the neigh- 
bourhood as dotted with the houses of the nobility, 
and the holders of aristocratic names as smoking 
their cigars in the cool of the evening as the cattle 
were driven off the mead, in the direction of a not 
too adjacent homestead. In all this, of course, 
there was a certain appropriateness, for there are 
those who say that the * Old Curiosity Shop ' was 
once nothing more nor less than a part of the dairy 
of the engaging Duchess of Portsmouth. Coming 
back to the particulars, the auctioneer spoke of the 
site as to-day being of value by reason of its nearness 
to the Law Courts, not to mention the Bankruptcy 
Court, and as having gained further importance 
owing to the opening of Kingsway." 

The property was eventually sold privately, but 
it did not fetch a fancy price. 

Mr. Charles W* Dickens, the grandson of the 
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famous novelist, declares that the Portsmouth 
Street shop Lincoln's Inn Fields was not the place 
at all, but one simply invented by Dickens. In the 
novel the shop is described as " a place which was 
one of those receptacles for old and curious things 
which seem to crouch in odd comers of this town, 
and to hide their musty treasures from the public 
eye in jealousy and distrust. There were suits of 
mail standing like ghosts in armour here and there, 
fantastic carvings brought from monkish cloisters, 
rusty weapons of various kinds, distorted figures in 
china and wood, and iron, and ivory ; tapestry and 
strange furniture that might have been designed in 
dreams." 

My own opinion is that Dickens did have some 
particular shop in his mind when he wrote the 
above description. Perhaps the shop that stood at 
the comer of Green Street, Leicester Square, where 
now stands the Garrick Restaurant, inspired him 
with the idea. I remembered the place well and 
the old fellow who kept it. In fact, it suggested 
an article to me which I wrote for the Evening 
Standard some years ago called " Curious Shops.'' 
In the book it will be recollected that Dickens 
tells how Kit would take his children to the 
street where his mistress had lived, but ''new 
improvements had altered it so much, it was not 
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like the same. The old house had been long ago 
pulled down, and a fine broad road was in its 
place. . • . But he soon became uncertain of the 
spot, and could only say it was thereabouts, he 
thought, and that these alterations were con- 
fusing." 

The statement that No. 14, Portsmouth Street, 
was the " Old Curiosity Shop " — ^there were two 
claimants, by the way, the other being on the opposite 
side of the thoroughfare, and both were duly labelled 
— ^for years attracted visitors from all parts of the 
world, and particularly from America, who have rap- 
turously paid fancy sums to go over the premises 
and to be handed souvenirs of Little Nell. No 
assurance that the premises were not what they 
were said to be was of any consequence. " Well," 
they would say, " we have seen the place, and that's 
something." 

The old premises anyhow had been many things 
in their time. An old fellow named Tesse3rman, 
*' Thackeray's bookbinder," once occupied them as 
a kind of curiosity shop, and dealt in all sorts of 
rubbish. He was well-known to Thackeray, 
Dickens, Douglas Jerrold, and other writers, who 
used to stop and gossip with him. He had strange 
and odd names for all these people, which were 
more pithy than polite. It may be that the l^end 
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as to No. 14 being the real " Old Curiosity Shop '^ 
originated in Tesseyman's occupancy of the place* 
In a print of the period by Sargent, "Ye Old Curiosity 
Shop " certainly appears on the front of the house, 
but in another print of the same date it is absent. 
Since Tesseyman's time the premises as they stood 
in 1908 had been occupied as a ragshop, a furniture 
dealer's, and, last of all, as a waste-paper store. 
Another scrap of information used to be circulated 
to the effect that a ws^gish sign-writer who had to 
write up a name over the fada suggested that 
" The Old Curiosity Shop, immortalised by Dickens," 
should be written up over the front of the premises. 
This was agreed to, and this inventive piece of 
information remained to cause excitement and 
confusion. 

Although the old gentleman who kept the curio 
shop at Green Street — ^his name was Samuels — 
was acquainted with Charles Dickens, who in 
all probability was an occasional customer, he 
could never throw any reliable light on the point 
as to whether his place was, or was not, the '* Old 
Curiosity Shop" referred to by Dickens. The 
author of " David Copperfield " must have made 
many purchases at many curiosity shops in his 
time — ^London has ever been full of them — ^but 
reading the description of the journey of the old 
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Grandfather and Little Nell in chapter fifteen of the 
novel, I am strongly of opinion that it was some- 
where o£E where the Whitechapel Road opens wide 
into the far comitry. Anyhow, neither the Green 
Street nor the Portsmouth Street houses have any 
claim to our consideration. It was doubtless a 
composite concoction of the writer's fancy founded 
on fleeting facts. 

But I think Mr. Arthur S. Heam settled the 
whole matter in the " Dickensian." He says : 
'* A strong argument in an article appeared in the 
Echo during December, 1883, wherein the writer, 
Mr. Charles Tesseyman, says, 'My brother, who 
occupied No. 14, Portsmouth Street, between 1868 
and 1877, the year of his decease, had the words 
"The Old Curiosity Shop," placed over the front for 
purely business purposes, as likely to attract custom 
to his shop. Before 1868 no suggestion had ever 
been made that the place was the veritable Old 
Curiosity Shop immortalised by Dickens.' " 

This should settle the question once for all; 
and, if there is any desire to preserve any building 
absolutely associated with the name of the novelist, 
there is the house in Doughty Street, Bloomsbury, 
where he resided so long and did so much of his 
work. 
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CHAPTER X 
'^BARNABY RXJDGE^ 

STRANGE to say references to the published 
bibliographies of the dramatisations of the 
books by Charles Dickens do not afford much reliable 
information. Not one that I have consulted is in 
any wise complete, and particularly is this evident in 
r^ard to " Bamaby Rudge," a story that from the 
very banning, with the Lord George Gordon riots 
as a grand back^ound, is, apart from " A Tale of 
Two Cities/' the most dramatic of all the master's 
conceptions. Dickens tells us, in the Preface to 
" Bamaby Rudge," that as no proper account of 
the Gordon Riots had been introduced into any 
work of fiction he chose the subject as the basis of 
*' Bamaby Rudge." All the outrages described are 
fotmded upon fact, and upon the information 
gathered from works and newspapers of the period 
in which the story is laid. Dolly Varden, Gabriel 
Varden, Bamaby, Joe WiUet and Simon Tappertit 
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are all such natural characters that they are bound 
to appeal to us all. That rascal ** Grip/' the raven, 
a compound of several ravens that Dickens himself 
possessed, has long been historical like so many 
other rogues— of the human kind, which reminds 
me that the following letter may find a place here. 
It has reference to '* Grip " and appeared in the 
Daily Telegraph :— 



"Sir, 

"I have noticed lately that mention 
is made of Dickens's favourite raven, ' Grip,' being 
the property of the late Sir Henry Irving. This 
statement is incorrect. ' Grip ' was purchased at 
Christie, Manson, and Wood's rooms in 1870 by 
my husband, the late I/)rd Mayor Nottage. I have 
this raven now in its original case in my Ubrary, 
and it still has many of the old ' cuttings ' from the 
newspapers of the day pasted on the back, though 
old and brown with age. I will merely quote one 
out of the number I have : ' Grip, of " Bamaby 
Rudge," was made a combat k outrance between 
Mr. Halliday and Mr. George Nottage. The bidding 
between these two gentlemen became thrillingly 
exciting. Mr. Halliday's last bid was ^£125, but 
on Mr. Nottage bidding 125 guineas, thus heading 
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his opponent by 30s., the hammer fell, and he 

became the possessor of the raven.' 

"Yours truly, 

" M. C. NOTTAGE. 
*' Sidmouth Honse, 35, CnlHtigham 
Road, South Kensington, 
Nov. 24, 1906." 

Mr. Alfred Tennyson Dickens, who only arrived 
in England at the end of September, 1910, after an 
absence in Australia of forty-five years, has come to 
travel through the land of his birth. He is giving 
a series of addresses, entitled, " My Father's I<ife 
and Work." 

Incidentally he gave the following information. 
"The original of the raven in 'Bamaby Rudge,'" 
he said, *' was one we kept at Tavistock House, not 
its successor which died at Gads Hill. The former 
bird, I remember, was an intelligent, though at the 
same time troublesome creature. He was an excellent 
linguist, and one of his favourite pastimes was to 
call up the coachman at the most inconvenient hours 
of the night. 'Tupping,' it would call, 'master 
wants the horses — master wants the carriage.' 
Tupping used to think the summons came from one 
of the maids, and one night he actually got the horses 
into the carric^e before discovering the deception." 

The first drama on the subject was prepared by 
Charles Selby and Charles Melville, and produced 
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as '' Bamaby Rtidge '' at the English Opera House 
(the lyyceom Theatre), June 28th, 1841. 

Mr. Gbofpry Harkdalk {An English 

gentleman) 

Mr. Chester {an old man qftheworld) . . 
Sdward Chester {his son) 
PEAKER {valet to Mr. Chester) 
John WiiiEjgx {Landlord of 

Maypole.*') .. 
Joe Wujjsx {his son) 
SoTxmofs Daisy (a sexton) 
Phu, Parkbs {an exciseman) 
Tom Cobb {a postman) . . 
Gabribi; Vardbn {a lochsmith) 
BhhCK Hugh {an ostler) . . 
SmoN Tafferut {an apprentice) . 
Barnaby Rxnx^E . . 
The Stranger 
Mrs. Varden 

MiGGS {her maid and confidante) . 
Dou^Y Varden 
Miss HAREDAI3 .. 
Mrs. Rudgb 



Mr. Robson. 
Mr.Sdby. 
Mr. Gieen. 
Mr. Moore. 

Mr. Tumour. 
Mr. T. Green. 
Mr. Thompson. 
Mr. King. 
Mr. Flemming. 
Mr. Granby. 
Mr. S. Smith. 
Mr.Searle. 
Miss Fdrtescue. 
Mr. Salter. 
Mis. Granby. 
Mis. Harris. 
Miss Fitzjames. 
Miss Granby. 
Mis. Sdby. 

Hie Mr. Robson named was not the great Uttle 
Robson — and yet, I have often wondered, because 
there was a Robson at St. James's Theatre in 1839, 
and it was in this year that the Robson began to 
distinguish himself at the Grecian. There is no 
authentic life of Frederick Robson in existence, 
although many scribes have tried, including John 
Hollingshead, and E. I/. Blanchard, to patch his 
eccentric wanderings together. Anyhow 1841 was 
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about the Robson's time, of tmcertain dates in his 
meteoric flights between I/mdon and Dublin, and 
it seems odd that there should have been two 
Robsons about just then. This Mr. Robson, any* 
how, took the part of GeofErey Haredale in the 
Lyceum production. By the way, a well-known 
comedian. Mat Robson, did not make his London 
appearance until October 14th, 1867, when he played 
" Buffles " in the "Two Puddifoots," at the Olympic 
Theatre. He died December 22nd, 1899. In the "Era 
Almanack " for 1871, Frederick Robson's West End 
d^but is given as April 17th, 1865, i» "Ulysses," at 
the St. James's Theatre. That, of course, is sheer 
nonsense. Robson left the Grecian Saloon and "Bravo 
Rouse " in 1849. Went to Dublin for a short season 
and made his first West End bow at the Olympic 
Theatre under the elder Farren in 1853. And then 
began his ms^etic but brief career. He remained 
at the Olympic until 1864, the year of his death« 

Miss Fortescue, who later became Lady Gardner, 
undertook the title roU^ and pleased Charles Dickens 
very much indeed. Macready was greatly impressed 
by Miss Fortescue's Bamaby, and said of the 
performance in his Diary, under date, July 7th, 1841, 
'' I went to the English Opera House, and saw a 
piece on ' Bamaby Rudge,' Miss Fortescue acting 
the part with great vivacity and power«l 
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In the following December another dramatisa* 
tion was given at the Addphi under Frederick 
Yates's management from Edward Stirling's pre- 
paration ; and, of course, at the Strand, notwith- 
standing Moncrieff's marvellous manifesto, one by 
his manipulation and direction in the previous 
August. Mr. Thomas Higgie had also been busy 
for the Victoria, and although I can find no definite 
trace, George Almar for the Surrey — though they are 
referred to, without exact dates, by various writers. 

To show to what subterfuges and excuses the 
pirates of times gone by would descend, it is provident 
to quote the following : *' Some I/>ndon publisher 
about this time, having issued imitations of Dickens's 
former works and titles, Thomas Hood, writing to 
the Athenaum, June, 1842, on 'Copyright and 
Copywrong," speaks of a conversation he had with 
a bookseller on a spurious ** Master Humphrey's 
Clock " (in which both the " Old Curiosity Shop " 
and "Bamaby Rudge" first appeared). "Sir,*' 
said the bookseller, " if you had observed the name, 
it is Bos, not Boz — s, sir, is not z ; and, besides, 
it would have been no piracy, sir, even with the z, 
because 'Master Humphrey's Clock,' you see, sir, 
was not published by Boz, but by Charles Dickens." 

At the Addphi Theatre, December 20th, 1841^ 
the cast of :: Baznaby Rudge \i was as follows :— 
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Barnaby Rttdgb 
John Wuiusx . . 
Gabribi# Vardbn 
MaypoIiS Hugh 
Simon Tafpsrut 



Miss ChapUn. 
Mr. WiUdnaotL 
Mr. Panl Bedford. 
Mr. O. Smith. 
Mr. Edward Wright 



Sir John Chester and Miggs were at first doubled 
by Frederick Yates, but after a few weeks he re- 
signed Miggs to Miss Chester and Sir John Chester to 
Mr. Cullenford. Yates, of course, was the lessee and 
manager of the theatre. Mrs. Yates was the Dolly 
Varden. The Era said of this production : !! This 
is, we believe, the fourth dramatic version, but this 
adapter had the advantage of referring to the com- 
pleted work. The present adaptation iswanting in con* 
secutiveness." The piece was much applauded during 
its progress, and continued in the bill for some time. 

On November I2th, 1866, another "Barnaby 

Rudge " was put on at the Princess's Theatre by 

Messrs. H. Vining and Watts Phillips, as a four-act 

drama. 

BARNABY RUDGE. 



Barnaby Rxtdgb 
MAYP01.S Hugh 
Sdcon TAFFSRtrr 

Job Wbuwc 

Sir John Chbstbr 

JA9, HARBDAI3 ..« 

Thb Sirangbr •• 

GABRIBCf VARDBN 

Jobs Wcwst ... 
Tom Cobb 



Miss Katharine Rogers. 
Mr. Charles Horsman. 
Mr. Stanialaus Calhaem. 
Mr. C. H. Penton. 
Mr. J. G. Shore. 
Mr. Henry Porrester. 
Mr. Frederick ViUiers. 
Mr. B. Shepherd. 
Mr. H. Mellon. 
Mr. W. R. RoUns. 
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Parkbs • lit. R. CliapmaiL 

Mrs. VAMDmn Mra. HomuiL 

M1GG8 •« Mra. John Wood. 

Mrs. RUDG8 Mrs. H. Vining. 

DoE4;y Vardbn . . Miss A. Thomsoii. 

Mrs. John Wood was a daughter of Henry 
Vinit^, and Clement Scott says, speaking of the 
piece, which had a terrible slating in the Times, 
while dreadful things were said of Mrs. Wood, " This 
was most probably produced to introduce Mrs. John 
Wood to the I/mdon Stage. She was for some time 
a member of the Theatre Royal, Manchester, when 
she married John Wood, the comedian, and accom- 
panied him to America in 1854. Made her d/btU 
there in September, at the New Boston Theatre. 
Five years later she was manageress of the American 
Hieatre, San Francisco, and returning to New York, 
became an immense favourite." Of the Princess's 
Theatre a newspaper critic, speaking of Mrs. Wood's 
performance, observed : " If any one expected the 
subdued cough, the spasmodic start, and the 
constant rubbing and tweaking of the nose to which 
Miss Miggs had recourse in the frequent moments 
of her vexation, would have been reproduced by 
Mrs. John Wood in illustration of the novelist's 
description, they must have overlooked the pecu- 
liarities of that liberty-loving country from which 
the debutante has just come after a sojourn of some 
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twelve yeaxs. • . • The Miss Miggs who appeared 
last evening on the stage of the Princess's is a 
'Yankee girl' of the familiar down East pattern, 
who sings one of the high-toned ditties characteristic 
of her dass, mixes up grotesque pantomime extra- 
vagances with nasal inflections and angular atti- 
tudes, and thinks nothing of sprawling on tables and 
tumbling into tubs." The piece was a failure, and then 
George Honey played the part, which ran until Janu- 
ary. If one comes to think of it, Miss Miggs might 
have been a restrained hoyden— especially after her 
remarks to Mrs. Varden, when she desires to be rein- 
stated, when the Gordon rioters had been dispersed. 

" Bamaby Rudge " was licensed for the East 
Opera House, June 30th, 1841. This was called 
a musical entertainment. The possibilities of 
" Bamaby Rudge " for operatic treatment have 
not been overlooked, but up to the present no 
piece of any pretensions has taken the public fancy, 
though several have been done, one, some years ago, 
at the Opera Comique, which did not catdi on. 

Another dramatisation was : 

BARNABY RUDGE; 
or Thb Murder ax thb Warren. 
A Drama in Three Acts, adapted from Dickens' celebrated 
work, by Thomas Higgie. 
Mr. Geoffrey Harwdalk ... Mr. Fitzroy. 
Mr. Chester . . ... ... Mr. Higgle. 
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Edward Chbstbr 
Ths Sirangsr .. 
Barnaby Rudgb 

GABRIBt, VARDBN 

Simon Tapfbrtit 
John WnxM . . 
Joe WIU3T 
Maypou Hugh 
SoiiOMON Daisy 
Short Tom Cobb 
ItGSG Phh, Parks 
Mrs. Rudgb 
Emma HarbdaIiB 
Mrs. Vardsn .. 

MiGGS 

DOUY Vardbn 
Fbakbr • • 

ViU^GBRS : Misses Gordon, 



. . Mr. W. H. Steding. 

. . Mr. damberlaln. 

. . Mrs. Traylett 

. . Mr. Tilbury. 

.. Mr. W.H.WiddiccMnb. 

Mr. Gordon. 

Mr. Davis 
. . Mr. Craven. 

Mr. Rogers. 
. . Mr. Kimber. 
. . Mr. Richardson. 
. . Mrs. Gordon. 
. . Miss Brown. 
. . Mrs. Higgie. 
. . Miss Plunkett. 
. . Mrs. R. M. Raymond* 
. . Mr. Doughty. 
Cuthbert, Bloomfield, etc 



I have not been able to discover when or where 
this play was produced. Thomas Hailes Lacy 
was the owner of the copyright, and there is the 
British Museum date stamp, June 5th, 1856. From 
the names in the cast, however, I think it must have 
been done at the old Strand Theatre or the Surrey. 

At the Surrey Theatre, October 5th, 1872, a 
version called "Dolly Varden," by G. Murray 
Wood, was performed for the first time in I/>ndon. 
Bdward Chbsxbr . . Mr. H. T. Tempest 



GABRIBCt Vardbn 

Sir John Chbsxbr 
Gboffrby Harkdalk 
Soi/>MON Daisy 
John Whabt ... 



Mr. S. Reed. 
. . Mr. Henry I«ee. 
. . Mr. Oiarles CecU. 
. . Mr. H. Jaye. 
.. Mr. W. Stacey. 
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SCENE FROM " BARNABY RUDGE : OR THE MURDER AT THE 
WARRtN," BY THOMAS HIGGIE. 

{To /ace p. i68. 
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""Bamaby Rudge'' 

Job Wiu<st Mr. Clarke Nicholson. 

SaiGS TAPPBRirr . . . . Mr. Harry Cornwall. 

Thb Stranger . . . . . . Mr. W. P. Gresham. 

DoUY Vardsn and Miss Miggs Miss Virginia Blackwood. 

Mrs. Vardbn Mrs. A. H. I^acey. 

Mrs. Rudgb MissBlancheMarlborough. 

BMiiA HARBDAI3 . . . . Miss Bversfidd. 
Barnaby Rudge . . . . Miss Rachel Mellor. 

Miss Blackwood later took her company — ^she 
was lessee and directress of the Surrey Theatre 
from October, 1872, until June, 1873 — ^with various 
plays from Dickens by her husband, G. Murray 
Wood, including "The Old Curiosity Shop" 
C I/ittle Nelly ") and " Wttle Em'ly ' " to the Park 
Theatre, Camden Town, to Astley's and the Royal 
Aquarium Theatre, Westminster, after much touring, 
in 1876, 1877, 1878* and 1880. 

The "Dolly Varden," at the Surrey, by G. 
Murray Wood, was first tried at Bradford in April, 
1872, by the way, and was done again at Astley's 
April 30th, 1878. The cast at the latter house is 
worth quoting, as .it contains the names of many 
well-known players. 

Mr. Chbsxbr (a GenOeman past 

the prime of life, a hit of a 

heau,aperfectmanoftheworld) Mr. H. Such Granville. 
Edward Chbsxbr (a gallant 

young gentleman, his son, in 

love with Emma Haredale) Mr. F. Bathurst 
Mr. Gboffrby Harkdalk {owner 

of The Warren) .. . . Mr. Bdward Chamber- 

laine. 
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ThB 8XRANCBR .. ^ 

Barnaby Rudge (on idiot boy) 

Gabribi. Vardbn (the locksmith 
of ChrhenweH, noted for good 
living, good sleeping, good 
humour, and good health) ... 

SniON Taffbrtix (the locksmith's 
'prentice,ayouthmth a large 
body and a small soul) 

John Wiixbt (mine host of the 
" Maypole " — slow and sure) 

Job Wiw^bT (his son, a lad of 
promise, with a sneaking- 
affection for Dolly Varden) 

Maypow Hugh (a bit of a gipsy 
and a bit of a poacher, ostler 
toJoeWiUet) 

SoiiOMON Daisy (Parish Clerk 
and BeUringer of ChigweU) 

Tom Cobb 

The Wardbr 

Mrs. Rxnx^B (a widow, mother of 
Barnaby) 

BMBiA Harkpalk (in love with 

Edward Chester) . . 
Mrs. Vardbn (plump and buxom 

— the grey mare and the 

better horse) 
MiGGS (her Maid, shrewish, with 

great affection for herself, 

and a great contempt for the 

men fellows) 
Doi^Y Vardbn (the locksmith's 

daughter) 



Mr. R. H. lit^rham. 
Mias ^nilie Blackwood. 



Mr. S. Rdd. 

Mr. H. Cornwall. 
Mr. H. WHliams. 

Mr.FtankCates. 

Mr. J. W. Robertson. 



Mr. J. B. Johnstone. 
Mr. H. Crichton. 
Mr. P. Anstead. 

Miss Blanche Marl- 
borough. 

MissB. Pyne. 



Miss Fanny Wright. 

Miss Virginia Blackwood* 
Miss Virginia Blackwood 



Miss Blackwood was fond of ''doubling" in 
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Didcens, and the only piece of his that she played 
without doing so that I can recollect was '' The 
Message from the Sea/' in which she contented 
herself with Mog. 

At the Marylebone Theatre, November 4tii, 1876, 
a new version of " Bamaby Rudge " was done, and 
as Mr. Joseph Arnold Cave was the proprietor of the 
theatre at that time, and the author of several 
popular plays, including **The Old Toll House," 
it is just possible that he had a hand in the con- 
struction of it. 

A comedy opera entitled " Dolly Varden ; or, 
the Riots of '80," in two acts, written and com- 
posed by E. Cympson, was produced at the Brighton 
Aquarium, November 4th, 1889. Mr. Walter Dexter, 
who is an ardent Dickensian, and who has more 
than once dramatised Dickens's novels, tried his 
hand very successfully on "Bamaby Rudge," 
with the result that " Dolly Varden," a comedy in 
three acts, was presented at the King's Theatre, 
Hammersmith, on December i6th, 1907, and other 
suburban theatres during the week. The piece 
was well done, and as it is quite new, it will doubtless 
be heard of again. 

By the way, there was a comic opera from 
America presented at the Avenue Theatre on 
October ist, 1903, chiefly remarkable for the clever 
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acting, singing anddandng of Miss Mabelle Gilman. 
It was called " Dolly Varden," which was a libel 
on Dickens's creation, as it had nothing to do with 
" Bamaby Rudge " at all, and was simply an ex- 
ceedingly bad (musical) version of Wycherley's 
old comedy " The Country Girl." So that may at 
once go by the board. 

Mr. Charles Dillon, the one-time celebrated actor, 
provided a "Bamaby Rudge" for the Olympic 
Theatre, with himself in the title role, according to 
"Oxberry's Budget of Plays," published 1844. 
Apparently the piece was also done at the Queen's 
Theatre, Tottenham Street, about the same time, 
but I have not been able to discover the year of 
production. The only other names recognisable in 
the two casts are H. Widdicomb, Willdns, Manders, 
and Harwood; Mrs. Campbell, Mrs. J. Parry, and 
Miss Wrightson. "Charles Dillon, Comedian," is 
credited with three other plays in the same volume, 
but the stage dates are absent, and I have searched 
authorities in vain. 
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CHAPTER XI 
^^MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT^ 

ACCORDING to Dickens himself the real origin 
^ of the novel " Martin Chuzzlewit " was the 
character of Pecksniff, which he had seen much of 
in many forms — the absolute and slimy humbug. 
This is how the author succinctly put it : " My real 
object was to show how selfishness propagates 
itself ; and to what a grim giant it may grow from 
small beginnings." The Betsey Frig and Sarah 
Gamp creatures really were in existence not only 
in the days when " Martin Chuzzlewit " was chal- 
laiging criticism on both sides of the Atlantic, but 
until quite recent years. And perhaps, here and 
there, in country villages, even now. Who knows ? 
I have met many of them. The book itself was 
dedicated to Miss Burdett Coutts — afterwards 
created the Baroness Burdett Coutts, one of the 
most generous and gracious women that ever 
lived. 

" To Miss Burdett Coutts, This Tale is Dedicated 
with the True and Earnest Regard of the Author." 
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At first the work was a comparative failure, but 
afterwards it " picked up " and became a favourite. 
Mrs. Gamp was absolutely drawn from life — from 
nurses who in those days — ^when the trained nurse 
was unknown — attended both rich and poor, and 
came from the same miserable, irresponsible dass, 
bom of ignorance and neglect. 

With the production of "Martin Chuzzlewit/' 
Dickens, by an arrangement witii Messrs. Harper 
Brothers, was enabled to forestall the American 
pirates, and through some understanding with 
various theatrical managers, to prevent, except in 
the minor houses, his stories from being unduly 
tampered witii. In 1844 there were four pro- 
ductions of " Martin Chuzzlewit " at the following 
theatres : the I^yceum, July 8, by Edward Stirling, 
of which more presaitly; at the Strand, July 15 ; 
at the Victoria, same date ; at the Queen's, July 29. 
This Queen's was known for long as the Dusthole, 
and upon its site many playhouses phoenixized 
themselves, the last and most glorious of all being 
the Prince of Wales's, Tottenham Street, Tottenham 
Court Road, where Sir Squire and I<ady Bancroft 
made their fame and fortune, and that of T« W. 
Robertson the dramatist as well. The handsome 
Scala now stands on the site. Thomas Higgle 
and Thoxnas Hailes I<acy, sometime actor, author, 
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and publisher, as we have already seen, appear, 
according to the play issued by the latter, to have 
been the propagators of the piece done at the three 
theatres named after the Lyceum. To be candid, 
it looks as though somebody had got hold of the 
day bills and shot them into the printed play, " just 
for the fun of the thing," for they by no means 
" speak by the card." Let me explain : In the 
book published by Thomas Hailes Lacy — " Martin 
Chuzzlewit ; or. His Wills and His Ways, and What 
He Did and What He Didn't," four casts are 
given : — ^Lyceum (which is incorrect, and the play is 
quite different from Stirling's), Strand, Victoria, 
Queen's. In fact, the whole thing is a grotesque 
muddle. Thomas Higgie died March 24th, 1893, at 
the age of 85. 

At the Lyceum the cast was very strong in names 
which must be quite familiar, even in these days. 
I give a copy of the programme : — 

MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT. 

A Drama in Three Acts, adapted from C. Dickens, Esq., 
celebrated work by Edward Stirling, Esq. 

First produced at the Lyceum Theatre, July Sth, 1844. 

Oij) Martin Chuzzi^wit . . Mr. R. Younge. 

Young Martin Chuzzuwit . . Mr. P. Vimng. 

Mr. Jonas Chuzzi^bwit . . Mr. Emery. 

Mr. Pecksniff Mr. P. Matthews. 

Mr. Montagub Tigg • . . . Mr. A. Wigan. 
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Tom Pinch Mr. Meadows. 

Lbwsomb Mr. Staunton. 

John Wbsxlock . . Mr. Kinloch. 

Mark Tapuy Mr. Sanders. 

Mr. Nadgbt Mr. Turner. 

Mr. Jenkins Mr. Yamold. 

Mr. MobbIiS Mr. Clifton. 

Mr. Gandbr Mr. Freeborn. 

Mr. Wiuon Mr. King. 

Mastbr Baiu^ . . . . Mrs. Kedey. 

Buu^AMY Mr. Andrews. 

Mary Graham Miss Portescue. 

Mkrcy MissWoolgar. 

CHARttY Mrs. A. Wigan. 

Ruth Pinch Miss Groves. 

Mrs. I^upin Mrs. Usher. 

Mrs. Todgbrs Mrs. Woolidge. 

Bbxsby Prigg (sic) . . . . Mr. J. W. Collier. 

Mrs, Sairby Gamp . . . • Mr. Keeley. 
Mrs. Harris {her friend)— a 

fiction by Nobody. 

PASSBNGBRS, BHJrSnCKBRS, NBWSVBNDORS, PORTERS, 

Cabmen, Watermen— by Everybody and Everything. 

Betsey Prig and Sairey Gamp were, as will be 
seen, acted by men. Keeley made his character 
very droll and amusing. 

At the Victoria, Messrs. J. Dale, Osbaldiston, 
Majmard, Seaman, and J. Vining ; Miss Vincent, Mrs. 
Garrick, Mrs. G. Lee, Miss Hamilton, and Mr. J. 
Herbert as Mrs. Gamp played. I give the Strand cast 
later. Charles Webb did a play at this time, the 
production of which I have not satisfactorily traced. 
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However, I can famish the Queen's Theatre 

cast: 

MARTIN CHUZZIiBWIT. 

PBCKSNIFP Mr. Ro3rer. 

Antony Mr. Jdmaon. 

Jonas Mr. C. Wfllianis. 

Martin Chuzzi,bwit . . . . Mr. Norton. 

Tom Pinch Mr. J. Reynolds. 

Mark Tafi<by Mr. Gray. 

Montagu TiGG Mr. J. Parry, 

Chuppby Mr. Edwards. 

Bjjlby, Junr Miss Wtighten. 

Mrs. Gamp Mr. Manders. 

Mary Graham Miss Stoker. 

Charity MissGough. 

Mbrcy Miss Rogers. 

Mrs. I^xtpin Mrs. Bianders. 

From Sairey Gamp» it may be mentioned here, 
we get one of our names for the homely " brolly," 
which in France is known as a Robinson on account 
of Crusoe's gamp of that family. 

To resume. Charles Dickens superintended at 
least one rehearsal of the I^yceum production, 
and he wrote to Keeley on June 24th, 1844 : — 

'' I cannot, consistently with the opinion I hold 
and always have held in reference to the principle 
of adapting novels for the stage, give you a prologue 
to Chuzzlewit. But, believe me to be quite sincere 
in saying that if I felt I could reasonably do such a 
thing for any one, I could do it for you. 
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" I start for Italy on Monday, but if you have 
the piece on the stage, and rehearse on Friday, I 
will gladly come down at any time you may appoint 
on that morning, and go through it with you all. . . • 
I presume Mrs. Keeley win do Ruth Pinch. If so, 
I feel sure about her, and of your Mrs. Gamp I am 
certain, but a queer sensation b^ins in my legs, 
and comes up to my forehead when I think of Tom 
Pmch." 

As it happened. Miss Groves played Ruth Pinch 
very well, but neither she nor Tom, which was acted 
by the capable Mr. Drinkwater Meadows, was made 
so important in the stage production as evidently 
Dickens had anticipated* 

A short piece was '' Mrs. Sarah Ganq>'s Tea and 
Turn Out," a Bozzian sketch in one act by B. 
Webster, Esq. 

First performed at the Theatre Royal, Adeiphi, on Monday, 

October 26th, 1846. 
Mr. MA(^n7S Muff . . Mr. Callenford. 



Chari^v Muff 
Patrick Mqriarty 
Mrs. Sarah Gamp 
Mrs. Bbisbv Prig 
SSUNA Gabcp . . 
Mrs. Moriarty 



Mr. WorreU. 

Mr. Redmond Ryan. 

Mr. Wright. 

Mr. Mim3rard. 

Miss BUen Chaplin. 

Miss M. Taylor. 



At the Olympic Theatre on March 2nd, 1868, 
' Martin Chuzzlewit : A Dranu,'' by Horace Wigan, 
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.was pat on, with the andeimetiticmed diatnatis 
peisonae: 

MARTIN GHUZZIiBWIT. 



Margin CHUzzifBwiT 
Antony •, 
Jonas 
Pbcksnipp 
Tom Pinch 
Mark Tapx^ey 
Montague Tigg 
BaHiEy Junr. 
Mrs. Gamp 
Mary Graham 
Charity ,. 
Mbrcy 
Mrs. I^xjfin 
Mrs. Todgbrs 



Mr. H. Vaughan. 
Mr. John Maclean. 
Mr. Horace Wigan. 
Mr. Addison. 
Mr. J. G. Taylor. 
Mr. R. Soutar. 
Mr. G. Vincent 
Miss Nellie Parren. 
Mr. John Oarke. 
Miss Lonisa Moore. 
Miss D'Bste. 
Mrs. LennocE Grey. 
Miss Lewis. 
Mrs. Canlfield. 



This was the first time John Clarke played Mrs. 
Gamp— a part that he was able to make almost 
his own later, particolarly in a sketch called "Sairey 
Gamp," with C. J. Smith as Betsey Prig, Adelphi, 
March 22nd, 1873, with J. B. Buckstone's, "Jack 
Sheppard." The late lammted and lovable " Lai " 
Brough was also a capital Mrs. Gamp. 

In 1878 Mr. Harry Simms, who had quite an 
infatoation for Dickens as appealing to him for the 
drama, did an adaptation for the Theatre Royal, 
Oxford, on the Easter Monday of that year. I believe, 
altiiough it did not come to London, it made some 
progress in the comitry. 
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We now come to '' Tom Pinch/' in three acts« 
by Joseph J. Dilley and Lewis Clifton. On the 
first night's programme of the production, March 
10, 1881, at the Vaudeville Theatre, there was a 
note to this effect : '* The Authors think it desirable 
to state that they have not attempted to dramatise 
the novel of 'Martin Chuzzlewit.' They have 
simply taken one thread of the story, and have 
converted that into an acting play, making altera* 
tions in incident and dialogue only where they have 
been found necessary, or for the sake of Dramatic 
effect" The cast was very strong, and the piece 
was a considerable success, though one critic — the 
satiric Punch — ^was rather sarcastic. " Those who 
have seen 'Tom Pinch' at the Vaudeville will 
readily understand why, as a rule, the late Charles 
Dickens so strongly objected to the dramatisation of 
his works. The piece now playing under this title 
m^ht just as well have been called *Tom Any- 
body' — say Tom 'All-Alone.' The stage is said 
to hold up the mirror to Nature ; in this case the 
glass used has been of rather inferior quality. The 
result is a somewhat distorted reflection of an episode 
in ' Martin Chuzzlewit.' Mr. Tom Thome appears 
in the bills as Mr. Tom Pinch, but, in spite of a wig 
of very peculiar construction, his identity is not at 
all the real article, but Pinch-beck. The Pecksniff 
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of Mr. William Farren is sketchily suggestive of 
Sir Peter Teazle in modem costume; and the 
representatives of j Cherry and Merry conscientiously 
preserve that reputation for burlesque which the 
Vaudeville enjoyed in the early days of its manege- 
ment." Now there are no characters in the play 
called " Cherry and Merry/' Punch purposely so 
perverted Charity and Mercy, and these parts were 
most admirably acted by two exceptionally clever 
actresses. Miss Sophie Larkin and Miss Cicely 
Richards. So were Mary Graham by Miss Kate 
Bishop, and Ruth Pinch by Miss Lydia Cowell, 
Tom Thome was very highly praised by Clement 
Scott, as Tom Pinch, and he was about the best 
dramatic critic I/>ndon has had for many years. 
The Editor of Punch at the time was P. C. Bumand 
(just appointed), whose wretchedly bad play " Our- 
selves " was damned out of hand at the Vaudeville 
Theatre, Thursday, January 29, 1880. I know, 
because I was present. Sir F. C. (then Mr.) Bumand 
was very sore about the failure of his piece " Our- 
selves," and so he wrote his own defence of it in 
the Theatre Magazine for March, 1880. 

Here is the Vaudeville cast of " Tom Pinch." 

Pbcksnipp Mr. William Farren. 

Tom Pinch Mr. Thomas Thome. 

Ou> Masxzn *.. .^ . . Mr. John Mad^ean. 

Marun Chuzze,9wit . • . . Mr. J. G. Grahame. 
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J(»N WBsn^ocK .. Mr. J. R. Craaford. 

Mark Tapi«ey Mr. W. Lestocq. 

Mary Graham Miss Kate Bishop. 

ChariVy Miss Sophie Larkiii. 

Mercy Miss Cicdy Richards. 

Ruth Miss I^ydia Cowell. 

JANB Miss B. Pahner. 

Mr. E. S. Willard thought so highly of " Tom 
Pinch " that he secured it for his repertoire, and 
has played the title role all over the world, and 
particularly throughout the length and breadth of 
America. During his season at the St. James's 
Theatre in 1903, Mr. Willard revived the piece 
with gratifying results. 

Other pieces founded on '' Martin Chuszlewit " 
were " Mrs. Gamp's Party," done at Manchester, 
** Mrs. Harris/' a farce by £. Stirling, presented at 
the Strand Theatre, with John Clarke as Sairey 
Gamp, while in 1844 a drama was given with the 
fun title of the novel, in which an eccentric actor 
named Hall doubled the parts of Pecksniff and 
Sairey Gamp. 

In 1864 was played and published in Germany 
''Tartuffe Junior, Oder Martin Geldermann und 
Seine Erben : " I/Utspiel in funf Aufziigen. Von 
H. Chr. I,. Kkin. (Play in five acts after " The Life 
of Martin Chuzzlewit.") 

To Edward StirUng's Lyceuni adaptation of 
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'' Ifartin Chttzdewtt," Albert Smith wrote a short 
prologue, which is worth preserving : 

We owe this story of the present hoar 

To that great master hand whose magic power 

Can call up laughter, bid the tear to start. 

And find an echoing chord in every heart ; 

Whom we have leam'd to deem a household Mend ; 

Who midst his various writings never penn'd 

One line that might his guileless pages spot 

One word that dying he would wish to blot. 

There was also published a five-act comedy in 
verse founded on ''Martin Chuzzlewit/' but, I 
believe, never performed. 

Speaking of the Strand Theatre in 1847, Edmund 
Yates says, '' My first visit to the Strand was in my 
very early days, when itwascalled Punch's Playhouse; 
and the Keeleys were acting there; but beyond 
those facts I have no recollection of it. What I 
first clearly remember in connection witii the little 
theatre is a dramatic version of ' Martin Chuszlewit/ 
with a clever, joUy-lookii^ man named H. Hall, 
who doubled the characters of Pecksniff and Mrs. 
Gamp, and one Roberts, who made an excellent 
Tigg." I can now add to this — the date of the 
production was July 15, 1844. In the company 
playing the various other parts were Messrs. Ayliffe 
(Old Martin Chuzzlewit), W. Searle (Anthony 
Chnzzlewit), Attwood and Ranoe (Jonas and 

X83 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Dickens and the Drama 

Martin Chuzzlewit the nephews), Conway (ChuSy), 
Cockrill (Bailey), Nadgett a detective, Thompson, 
while the ladies were : Miss Fit^ames as Mercy, 
Mrs. C. Melville as Charity, and Mrs. Smythe as 
Mrs. lyupin. After a while Mercy was taken by 
Mrs. Montgomery. 

In 1904 there was published a very interestii^ 
comedy in five acts, entitled "Mr. Pecksniff's 
Pupil," by Miss I. M. Pagan, which no doubt, in 
due course will face the footlights. 

The same writer has also written "Town and 
Todgers," a sketch in two scenes from "Martin 
Chuzzlewit." 

Evidently based upon Charles Dickens's 
"American Notes," Edward Stirling contrived a 
farce for the Adelphi Theatre, entitled, "Yankee 
Notes for English Circulation," which was pro- 
duced by Benjamin Webster, January, 1843. It 
did not make any impression, however, and was 
soon withdrawn. 
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CHAPTER Xn 

THE CHRISTMAS BOOKS 

^J I ^HKRE is no doubt that when Dickens 
1 conceived the idea of " A Christmas Carol/' 
the first of the long and happy series of Yule Tide 
tales, which at once caught the public taste and 
thrilled so many hearts with peace and goodwill 
to all men, he brought into vogue the Christmas 
story proper, if, indeed, he were not the actual 
pioneer of it. "A Christmas Carol" anyhow 
marked an epoch in the history of light and homely 
fiction and carried charity and happiness to many 
a fireside. It was in October, 1843, that the con- 
ception of his memorable Christmas Carol occurred 
to Dickens during a brief visit to Manchester, and 
by the end of November the whole work was finished 
in London. The author said that he "excited 
himself in a most extraordinary manner in the 
composition," and declared that he was alternately 
" laughing and crying over it.' V He explains how 
he walked about the back streets of London, fifteen 
and twenty miles, many a night when all other folks 
had gone to bed. Thackeray, ever an enthusiastic 
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admirer of his great contemporary — ^to say rival 
would be absurd, their genius was equally marvel- 
lous in different ways — wrote in Frascr's Magazine, 
''Who can listen to objections r^arding such a 
book as this ? It seems to me a national benefit, 
and to every man or woman who reads it a personal 
kindness. The last two people I heard speak of it 
were women ; neither knew the other, or the author, 
and both said by way of criticism, ' God bless him ! ' 
What a feeling it is for a writer to be able to inspire 
such thoughts, and what a reward to reap." Lord 
Jeffrey, in a letter equally enthusiastic, wrote to the 
author : " You should be happy yourself, for you 
may be sure you have done good by this publication, 
fostered more kindly feelings and prompted more 
positive acts of beneficence than can be traced to 
all the pulpits and confessionals in Christendom 
since Christmas, 1842." 

^One of the first stage versions of " The Carol " 
was from that adept adapter of Dickens and 
Harrison Ainsworth and others, the ubiquitous 
Edward Stirling. 

At the Theatre Royal Adelphi, then under the 
management of Thomas Gladstane, February 4th, 
1844, was produced the " Christmas Carol " and the 
playbills announced that it was " the only dramatic 
veision sanctioned by C. Dickens, Esqre." The piece 

186 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The Oiristmas Books 

was "dramatised and produced by Mr. Edward 
Stirling." Evidently Dickens had overlooked some 
of Mr. Stirling's peccadilloes^ 
And here is the cast. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROI/. 
SIAVB THE PmST— THB FmST OP THB THREE SPXRITS. 

Bbbnezer Scrooge {the money 

Under — A Christmas hater — 

A name only GOOD upon 

'Change) .. .. .. Mr. O. Smith. 

Mister Bob CraTCHTT (a Poor 

Clerh with Fifteen Shillings 

a weeh and Six Children) . . Mr. Wright. 
Mr. Fezziwig (a London Trader 

— " one vast substantial 

smile " only, rich and jovial) Mr. S. Smi t h . 
Mr. DiirWORTH (a Pedagogue) . . Mr. Johnson. 
Master Scrooge (a School Boy) Master Ughtfoot. 
Young Scrooge and Dick Wnr 

KINS {Fellow Apprentices) . . Mr. Braid and Mr. I^lie 

Postboy Mr. Honey. 

The Dirty Wmxe Boy from 

OVER THE Way . . • . Master Monncer. 
FiDDiiER . . • • • • • • Mr. Shaw. 

Mrs. Fezziwig (Beaming and 

Loveable) Mrs. Woollidge. 

BSIXA Morton (Scrooge's first, 

his only love, save gold) . . Miss Woolgar. 
The Ghost op CsBismiAS(itwas 

a Strange Figure — like a 

Child) . . • • . . Miss E. Chaplain. 

I4TTI<E Pan (Scrooge's Sister) . . Miss Mott. 
Mary, the Tenantr-SAWY. the Cook— their Friends, 
Neighbours, etc. 

187 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Dickens and the Drama 

STAVS tBB SBCOND— THB SBCOND OF THB THRBE SFIRltS. 

SCROOGS (th$ mis^) . . Mr. O. Smith. 

Nbphbw Fred . . Mr. Maynard. 

Bob Cratchix . . Mr. Wt^t 

Master Pbxbr Cratchix . . Master Brunton. 

Master Tom Cratchit . . Master Soott. 

Sea Captain Mr. Jones. 

Tiny Tm {"Alas/ poor Tiny 

Tim — he bore a little crutch, 

and had his limbs supported 

by an iron frame ") . . . . Miss Majnard. 

VISION OP Doom (Ignorance) . . Mr. Crane 

Want Mr. Holmes. 

Mariners Messrs. RoughandRalns« 

Butchers, Grocecs, Ballad Singers, Passengers, Watermen. 

Small Purchasers, Visitors, etc. 
Mrs. Bob Cratchtt {wife to Bob 

— dressed out but poorly in a 

twice-turned gown, but brave 

in ribbons) Mrs. P. Matthews. 

Martha Cratchtt . . Miss Lee. 

Bbunda Cratchit . • Miss O. Hicks, 

SaUtY Cratchit Miss Johnson. 

The Ghost op Christmas Pre- 
sent {with a Song, *' A Jolly 

Giant Glorious to see ") ^. Mr. Fiorman. 

Stave the Third— The I#ast of the Sfducts. 

Scrooge {the miser) . . Mr. O. Smith. 

Nephew Fred Mr. Ma3mard. 

Bob Cratchit . . Mr. Wright 

Master Peter Cratchtt . . Master Brunton. 

Tiny Tim Miss Maynard. 

Ou> Joe (a Receiver of Stolen 
Goods^-a grey-haired rascal 

nearly seventy years of age) Mr. Sanders. 
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Mr. TDFFSR and Mk. Vwss 

(Worldly Friends of Old 

Scrooge) Mr. Aldridge and Mr. 

Freeborn. 
Mr. Bunk (an Undertaker's 

Man) Mr. Honey. 

Visitors, Guests, etc. 
Mrs. Dibi^SR (a Laundress) Mrs. Woollidge. 

Mrs Ford Miss Butler. 

Sai^by (a nurse) . . . . Miss Wilshire. 

Mrs. Bob CRAXCHit . . Mrs. F. Matthews. 

Martha Cratghix . . Miss I<ee. 

Sfirit of thb VxTtTJBM (a solemn 

Phantom, dressed and hooded 

coming like a Mist along the 

ground) Mrs. D. Lee. 

A full reproduction of this playbill, a promise in 
itself of a good piece and an appetising entertain- 
ment will be found on another page. Of this 
performance Dickens wrote to John Forster, " I 
saw the 'Carol' last night. Better than usual, 
and Wright seems to enjoy Bob Cratchit, but heart" 
rending to me. Oh 1 Heaven, if any forecast of 
this was ever in my mind ! Yet O. Smith was 
drearily better than I expected. It is a great 
comfort to have that kind of meat underdone, 
and his face is quite perfect." 

This letter seems somewhat contradictory in 
view of the following statement made by T. Edgar 
Pemberton : " The pleasantest thing which Mr. 
Stirling has to tell with regard to his connection 
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wifh Dickens is concerning his dramatisation of 
the 'Christmas Carol/ which was done by the 
express sanction of the author. The story is in 
itself so cheering and is so daintily told, that Mr. 
Stirling's own words must be used." Here is what 
Mr. Stirling recorded : " Dickens attended several 
rehearsals, furnishing valuable suggestions. Think* 
ing to make Tiny Tim (a pretty child) more effective, 
I ordered a set of irons and bandages for his supposed 
weak leg. When Dickens saw this tried on the child, 
he took me aside : * No, Stirling, no ; this won't 
do ! remember how painful it would be to many 
of the audience havii^ crippled children.' " 

Master Brunton, who played Peter, made a name 
for himself, and was the father of the dever comedian 
Walter E. Brunton, so long with J. 1,. Toole. 

Hie " Carol " was done at the Strand and also at 

the Surrey. At the latter house on February 5th, 1844. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL. 

Bbsnbzbr Scrooge {the miser) Mr. R. Honner. 

Prank Frsbheart (his nephew) Mr. J. T. Johnson. 

Mr« Chbbri^y Mr. Hawkins. 

Mr. BSAXthY Mr. Green. 

Bob Cratchit {Scrooge's clerh) Mr. Vale. 

Dark Sam Mr. Stilt. 

Characters in the Dream. 
BtTSTON (a ruined gentleman) . . Mr. I<awler. 

Mr. Pezziwig Mr< Dixie. 

Ou>Joz {a fence) Mr. Goldsmith. 
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Ghost o» Jacob MasIiW « • Mr. Moniaoii* 

GBoert OF Christmas Past . . Mr. I^ewis 

Ghost of CniasTMAS Present Mr. Heslop. 

Ghost of Christmas to Comb ♦ • • • 

Dark Sam Mr.Stilt 

TWtSBi {Bob's eldest son) .. .. Miss Daly. 

Tiny Tim Master Brady. 

Mrs. PRBBHBART Mrs. Hicks. 

BiABN {Scrooge's former hue) . . Mrs. H. Hughes. 

BiRS Cratchit Mrs. Daly. 

The writer of the piece, C. Z. Bamett, wrote in 
the printed play : " This Dramatic Sketch is adapted 
from Mr. Charles Dickens's very charming * Christ- 
mas Carol ' published by Messrs. Chapman and Hall, 
Strand. The extreme necessity — (the consequence 
of its high and deserved popularity) — ^that so 
imperatively called for its representation upon the 
Stage, has also demanded its publication as a 
Drama, which it is the Adapter's sincere wish, as 
it is his conviction, will considerably augment the 
sale of the original lovely and humanizing creation 
upon which it is founded." Which was a pretty 
cool "advertisement." At Sadler's Wells that 
excellent actor, Henry Marston, at the same time 
was plajring Scrooge. 

It is of extreme interest to note that it was in 
the play by Stirling that the late popular comedian, 
John I<awxence Toole, made one of his greatest hits 
on Jaiuiary 14th, i860, as Bob Cratchit, at the 
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Adelphi» tinder fhe management of Benjamin 
Webster, with Mrs. Alfred Mellon as Mrs. Cratcfait. 
The chief reason of the interest lies in the fact that 
Charles Dickens was one of the first to encoun^e 
Toole in his theatrical endeavours. In 1842, when 
writing " Bleak House," and just prior to going to 
Dover, the great novelist found time amid many 
occupations and some anxieties, for a good-natured 
journey to Walworth to see a youth rehearse who 
was supposed to have talents for the stage, and he 
was able to gladden the hearts of Mr. Toole's friends 
by thinking favourably of his chances. *' I remember 
what I once wanted in that way," he said, " and I 
should like to serve him." And he did in more 
ways than one. That Dickens's judgment was 
correct soon became apparent by the rapid progress 
the young actor made in his chosen profession. 
Concerning this revival Toole used to tell a very 
good story : 

"It was when I was plasdng Bob Cratchit," 
said Mr. Toole to Joseph Hatton, his life-long friend 
and biographer, '' in the ' Christmas Carol ' at the 
Adelphi, under Mr. Webster's mani^ement, and 
every night at eight o'clock for forty nights I had 
to serve a goose and a plum pudding. Mr. Webster 
provided a real goose and a real plum pudding, 
which were served smoking hot for Mrs. Cratchit and 
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the seven little Cratchits, induding, of cottise. Tiny 
Tim. The children always had enonnous portions 
given them, and all ate heartily every night ; but 
what troubled me was the conduct of the little girl 
who played Tiny Tim. That child's appetite 
appalled me. I could not help noticing the extra- 
ordinary rapidity with which she consumed what 
I gave her, and she looked so wan and thin, and so 
pitiful, that her face used positively to haunt me. 
I used to say to myself before I b^an, ' Well, Tiny 
Tim shall have enough this time, at all events,' 
and I piled her plate more and more each evening 
until I remember she had on one occasion more than 
half the bird, besides potatoes and apple sauce. 
It puzzled me to know how she could even carry it 
away to the fibreplace, where she sat on a low stool, 
in accordance with the story, much less eat it. 

'' To my amazement she carried it and cleared 
her plate as quickly and as eagerly as ever, pushing 
forward for plum-pudding with the others. I 
grew alarmed and spoke to Mrs. Alfred Mellon, 
who was pUying Mrs. Cratchit, respecting this 
strange phenomenon. 

" ' I don't like it,' I said ; ' I can't conceive 
where a poor delicate little thing like that puts 
the food. Besides, although I like the children to 
enjoy a treat' — and how they kept on enjoying 
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it for forty nights was a mysteiy to me, for I got 
into sttch a oonditioii that if I dined at a friend's 
house and goose was on the table, I regarded it 
as a personal affront— I said, referring to Tiny Tim, 
'I don't like greediness; and it is additionally 
repulsive in a refined-looking, delicate little thing 
Uke this ; besides, it destroys the sentiment of the 
situation — and when I, as Bob, ought to feel most 
pathetic, I am always wondering where the goose 
and pudding are, or whether anything serious in 
the way of a fit will happen to Tiny Tim before 
the audience in consequence of her unnatural 
gorging/ Mrs. Mellon laughed at me at first, but 
eventually we decided to watch Tiny Tim together. 
We watched as wdl as we could, and the moment 
Tiny Tim was seated and b^an to eat, we observed 
a curious shuffling movement at the stage fireplace, 
and everything that I had given her, goose and 
potatoes and apple sauce, disappeared behind the 
sham stove, the child pretending to eat as heartily 
as ever from the empty plate. 

** When the performance was over, Mrs. Mellon 
and m3rself asked the little girl what became of the 
food she did not eat, and, after a little hesitation, 
frightened lest she should get into trouble, whidi 
we assured her could not happen, she confessed that 
her little sbter (I should mention that they were 
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fhe children of one of the scene^shiftexs) waited on 
the other side of the stage fibreplace for the supplies^ 
and that the whole family enjoyed a hearty snpper 
^very evening out of the plentiful portions to which 
I, as Bob Cratchit, had assisted Tiny Tim. 

''Dickens was very much interested in the 
incident. When I had finished, he smiled a little 
sadly, I thought, and then shaking me by the hand 
he said, ' Ah, you ought to have given her the whole 
goose.' " 

The versatile Seymour Hicks, by the way, played 
a version of the " Carol " prepared by J. C. Buck- 
stone called " Scrooge," at the Vaudeville llieatre, 
October 3rd, 1901. In the cast were Mr. Hicks 
himself as Scrooge ; Holbrook Blinn as the Ghost 
of Jacob Marley ; Stanley Brett as Fred Wayland ; 
Compton Coutts as Bob Cratchit ; J. C. Buckstone as 
Mr. Middlemark; George Mudie, junr., as Mr. 
Worthington ; Miss Hilda Antony as Mis. Fred 
Wayland ; Miss Florence Lloyd as Mrs. Cratchit ; 
and Master Geoige Hersee as Tiny Tim. Mr. Hicks 
made a great hit as the old miser, and he has since 
acted the piece with much appreciation in a con- 
densed form at the Coliseum and other variety 
houses. 

Mr. Bransby \^^illiams has made certain cha- 
racteis of Dickens almost his own, and he« too, gives 

195 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Dickens and the Drama 

A good account of himself as Scrooge. Indeed, 
Mr. Bransby Williams has made a quite extensive 
gallery of characters out of Dickens and presented 
"Scrooge" some ten years at least before Mr. 
Sejrmour Hicks played his version at the Vaudeville 
Theatre, and afterwards on the variety stage. 

In Mr. \^^lliams's very comprehensive volume 
telling of his experiences, entitled "An Actor's 
Story/' will be found full particulars of this popular 
comedian's ups and downs, with a graphic account 
of his successes in his various impersonations, which 
include Jingle, Chadband, Sydney Carton, Quilp, 
and the grandfather in " The Old Curiosity Shop." 
These were in the beginning. Afterwards Mr. 
Williams tackled Serjeant Buzfuz, Dick Swiveller, 
Montague Ti^, Pecksniff, Bill Sikes, Dan'l P^gotty, 
Newman Noggs, and many characters from " Bamaby 
Rudge. It was Edward Terry, a most eccentric 
Micawber himself, who su^ested that individual 
as a study worthy of Mr. Williams's consideration. 
A peculiar interest apart from purely literary 
considerations attaches to the " Carol." A reading 
of it for the benefit of the new Midland Institute in 
the Birmingham Town Hall on December 27th, 1853^ 
was the first of the platform appearances of Dickens 
as an interpreter of his own books. I always think 
that when Didkens drew Scrooge he had not 
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forgotten Gabiid Grab in the story told in the 
" Pickwick Papers " by Mr. Wardle, caUed '' Story 
of the Goblins who stole a Sexton." At Christmas- 
time, 1859, " The Carol/' as it was ever affection- 
ately called, was presented in extravaganza form 
at the Adelphi, by the way. 

The next Christmas Story/'TheChimes/' appeared 
in December, 1845. The conception and writing of 
this tale seems to have caused great trouble and 
anxiety, but one day Shakespeare's line " we have 
heard the Chdcbs at midnight. Master Shallow," 
flashed through his brain, and Dickens knew that 
he had found what he wanted. ^' It is a great thing 
to hear my titie," he said, October 8th, " and see 
my way to work the bells. Let them dash upon 
me now from all the churches and convents in 
Genoa, I see nothing but the old belfry I have set 
them in. In my mind's eye, Horatio, I like more 
and more my notion of making, in this Uttie book, 
a great blow for the poor. Something powerful, 
I think I can do, but I want to be tender too, and 
cheerful ; as like the ' Carol ' in that respect as may 
be. The duration of the action will resemble it 
a littie, but I trust to the novelty of the machinery 
to carry that off ; and if my design be anything 
at all, it has a grip upon the very throat of time." 
His object in writing '' The Chimes " was to champion 
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the cause of the poor. " The Chimes," by the way, 
was written in Genoa, and it was finished on the 
third of November. 

" The Chimes : A Goblin Story of Some Bells 
that Rang an Old Year out and a New Year in, a 
Drama in Four Quarters," by Mark I^emon and 
Gilbert Abbot k Becket, was produced at the 
Adelphi Theatre, December 19th, 1844, t>y special 
permission of Charles Dickens himself, both the 
dramatists being his personal friends. To the latter 
it had been read by John Porster as soon as it was 
concluded. 



THE CHTMBS. 



Proi^ogub (The Spirit of the 

Chimes) 

Toby Vkck 

Aij)ERMAN Cute 

Fn;.SR 

Choker 

Richard. 

Jabhz 

John 

TUGBY 

Sir Joseph Bowuy Bart, M.P. 
mJBL, Fish . . . . 

Wnx Fern 

Mr. Lint 

GOBUN OP THE BEUf . . 



GOBUNS .. 

Meggy Veck 



Miss B. Chaplin. 
Mr. O. Smith. 
Mr. Edward Wright. 
Mr. I^ambert. 
Mr. J. Cullenford. 
Mr. Charles Sdby. 
Mr. Munyard. 
Mr. Saunders. 
Mr. WiUdnson. 
Mr. Paul Bedford. 
Mr. C. J. Smith. 
Mr. Hudson. 
Mr. Cowl. 
Mr. Worrdl. 
Mr. Freeborn. 
Mr. Glennaire. 
Mr. Waye. 
Miss Fdrtescue. 
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Mi8« CmcKBNsrAuaat . . Mis. P. Matthews. 

Lady Bowi^ky Was B. Harding. 

lAiAN MiasTortle. 

lAiAN (aged eighteen) . . . . Ifiss M. Taylor. 

Vn>T>AfiKRS, PBASANtS, AND VlSCCORS. 

Miss RUen Chaplin spoke the following rhymed 
prologue as Spirit of the Chimes — 

High op above the city's noise and light, 
Dwdt the old Chimes of which we tell to-ni^t. 
Their iron voices fell upon the ear, 
Not q)eechless were those bells, but loud and dear, 
And none e'er listened for their measured sound* 
Or in their booming clearer language found. 
Than poor old Trotty Vedc. For many a year 
The Chimes were wont his drooping heart to dieer. 
They told of newer hopes and better times. 
And poor old Trotty dearly loved the Chimes, 
ButTtotty oft would doubt . • . where want hath cried. 
And roused sleek Plenty's anger ... as it died. 
When he hath heard the "putters down" of woe 
Taunting Despair and mocking every throe. 
Then would he doubt if poverty had daim 
To any goodness . . . whatsoe'er it's name. 
He doubted if the poor man's heart could own 
The sympathies he deemed were wealth's alone — 
Then grew repining— mourned the "good old times " — 
— ^Until he learned a lesson from our Chimes." 

This was a great success, and consequently un- 
authorised versions cropped up everywhere. It 
affected everybody very deeply, and reduced both 
A'Becket, Macready, Thadceray, and other old 
stagers to tears. Mrs. Charles Calvert prepared a 
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version, which was played at the Gaiety Theatre, 
December 26th, 1872. 

TROTTY VECK. 

TaoTTY VKCK Mr. J. I/. Tode. 

Sir Jossph Bowr^SY . . . . Mr. Robert Soutar. 

Mr. Fnjat Mr. J. G. Taylor. 

Mr. Pish . . . . ... Mr. Cmtwell. 

Wax Fbrn Mr. Alfred Bishop. 

Meg M3s3 Margaret Cooper. 

Lady BowUY ... . • ... Mrs. H. I^eigh. 

In the following January— 1873— Mr. Arthur 
Williams was responsible for ** Christmas Chimes, 
or Trotty Veck's Dream," produced at the Pavilion 
Theatre. 

CHRISTMAS CHIMBS. 

TROTtY VSCK Mr. Arthur Williams. 

At>t>krman Cuts . . . . Mr. George Yates. 

Richard Mr. Charles Reeve. 

JABBZ Mr. Gingan Jones. 

TUGBY . . Mr. J. Clifton. 

Sir Joseph BowUY . . . . Mr. T. Morrison. 

Mr. Fish Mr. George English. 

Wnx Fern Mr. Alfred Rayner. 

Meg Miss Jennie Grainger. 

Mrs. CmcEBNSXAi.KBR . . Mrs. Murray. 

lAiAN Mi8Sl#iske. 

The famous " The Cricket on the Hearth," was 
the next of the Christmas Stories dramatised, and 
dramatised by " many hands " too, for the story 
lent itself most admirably to stage representation. 
The title of the " Cricket on the Hearth " came from 
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Dickens accidentally taming up in the dictionary : 
'' Cricket : A cheerful creature that chirrups on 
the hearth." He took to the idea at once and 
writes, " What do you think of a notion that has 
occurred to me in connection with our abandoned 
little weekly " (he is referring to "Master Humphrey's 
Clock " which was one of his few failures). " It 
would be a beautiful and delicate fancy for a 
Christmas book making the Cricket a little household 
god — ^silent in the wrong and sorrow of the tale, 
and loud again when all went well and happy." 
The reader, says John Forster, need not be told that 
thus originated the story of " The Cricket on the 
Hearth, a Fairy Tale of Home," which had a great 
popularity in the Christmas days of 1845. Its 
sale at the outset doubled that of both its pre- 
decessors. 

The first dramatic version was done by Albert 
Smith, at the special request of Charles Dickens, 
for the Keeleys, who were still managing the 
I^yceum Theatre, and it was presented for the first 
time in December, 1845. 

THB CRICEBT ON THB HEARTH. 

John Psbrybxngia (a carrier) Mr. Sam Bmety. 

Mr. Tacbxbion (a toy maker) Mr. Meadowt. 

Qausb FiAnaaSBL (his man) . . Mr. Keeky. 

Ou> GBtm.8iCAN . . Mr. Vlning. 
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TOBXSIBL . • 

Dor's Father 

Nbighbouks. 
A Ijnxs John Fbbrybingu 
Dor 

BBRTHA (a blind girl) 
Mrs. Fibu>in6 . . 
May Fibu>ing • . 
TnxY S1.OWBOY 
Mrs. Dor 
Spirit c^ thb Cricebt 

TWKIrVB VBRY I^CnXB FAIRIES 

A VBRY um<E Dor . . 

A VBRY um<B TnXY S[<OWBOY 



Mr. YamcM. 
Mr. Bender. 

MasffT FocesL 
Mrs. Kedey. 
Miss Mary Kedey 
Mrs. WooUidge. 
Miss Howard. 
MSss Turner. 
IM^Forster. 
Ifiss Dawson. 
Twelve Children. 
Miss Frampton. 



This went with a bang, as they say. Its human 
touches were and alwajrs will be irresistible. 

Dickens himself took the greatest interest in 
the performance and in the Kedeys. 

Miss Mary Kedey was the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Kedey, and this was her first appearance on 
the stage. 

Of course Edward Stirling had a shot at it for 
the Adelphi, when Mrs. FitzWilliam played Dot ; 
O. Smith, John Peerybingle ; Miss Woolgar, Bertha ; 
Mr. Lambert, Caleb Plummer ; Miss Ellen Chaplin, 
the Spirit of the Cricket; and Edward Wright, 
Tilly Slowboy. One was also given at the Old 
Bower Saloon, Stangate, I<ambeth, January 8th, 
1846, in the form of a pantomime ! At the City of 
I^ondon Th^tre, January 5th, W. T. Townsend 
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produced " The Cricket on the Hearth " with the 
following cast : Messrs. Lyon, E. Jones, R. Honner, 
H. T. Craven (of " M^'s Diversion " fame), and 
" Bob " Romer. Mrs. R. Honner was an actress 
much esteemed at the minor theatres — she played 
Dot— Miss Egan, Miss Lacy, Miss Lee, and Mrs. 
Turner. This was later transferred to the Surrey 
Theatre. Another one, done at the Hajrmarket, 
December 27th, 1845, was by Benjamin Webster. 

It is a most admirable proof of the popularity of 
Dickens with all classes to know that not only was 
the sale of the ** Cricket on the Hearth " greater than 
that of any of the Christmas Stories, but its appeal 
to theatre-goers was irresistible. For instance, on 
January nth, 1846, " The Cricket on the Hearth " 
was being played at the following theatres : — 

The Haymarket. The Queen's (Tottenham 
The Princess's. Court Road). 

The Addphi. The Victoria. 

The Lyceum. The City of London. 
The CMympic (an Bztra- The Surrey. 

vaganza) The Standard, and 

The Strand. The Grecian. 

Far and away the best version was that called 
" Dot," specially dramatised by that past master 
of dramatic construction, Dion Boudcault, for 
Mr. J. 1,. Toole, and played for the first time at the 
Addphi Theatre, April 14th, 1862. 
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DOT, 



John Fbbrvbzngia 
Tacki^biqn 
Nbd Pi^ummbr . . 

CaTjI^ PifXTlCMBR 

Taj[,y S][|OWBOY 
Dor 

Bbrteul .. 
Mrs. Fibu>ing .. 
gsmius of homb 



Mr. Sam Bmezy. 
Mr. C. H. StephenaotL 
Mr. J. BiUingtoii. 
Mr. J. I/. Toole. 
IfissWoolgar. 
Mias IxHiise Keeky. 
Miftff H. Simiiis. 
Mrs. Marston. 
Miss Kate Kelly. 



Ever after " Dot " remained a chief attraction 
in Mr. Toole's repertoire, as well as " The Chimes '* 
and ''Bardell v. Pickwick." "Dot" was also 
done at Sadler's Wells in 1866, with Thomas Swin- 
boume as Peerybingle, and George Belmore as Caleb 
Plummer. One of Mr. Toole's stories in regard to 
" Dot " was that concerning one performance when 
he was playing Caleb Plummer as usual, when the 
actress, who was to take the part of the blind girl 
Bertha, was suddenly taken ill, but the stage manager 
was equal to the emergency, and sent on a young 
lady who calmly read the part. 

Dion Boucicault's version was done afterwards 
in New York at the Winter Garden Theatre, with 
H. Pearson as John Peerybingle ; T. B. Johnson as 
Tackleton ; A. H. Davenport, the Stranger ; and 
Joseph Jefferson (later to be famous as Rip Van 
Wmkle) as Caleb Plummer. Miss Agnes Robertson 
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(Mrs. Dion Boudcault) as Dot; and Mrs. John 

Wood as Tilly Slowboy. 

When Mr. Toole went on tour with the piece 

he selected for his company this judicious cast« 

starting at the Theatre Royal, Nottingham (1868) — 

John PbbrybingIiE . . • . Mr. Reginald Moore. 

Grufp Tackwxon . . . . Mr. Joseph Sldred. 

Cai^BB PifXTMMBR . . • . Mr. J. L. Toole. 

Bdwasd PifXTiCMBR . . Mr. Wyke Moore. 

Bbrtha Mias Eliza Saville. 

May FmuDiNG Miss Bmstone. 

Mrs. Fibu>ing Mrs. J. P. Sa^ille. 

Dot Miss Kate Saville. 

TnxY Si:,owBOY . . . . Mr. Arthur Williams. 

By the way, speaking of Boudcault, on the title 
page of his play " The School for Scheming " 
(Haymarket Theatre, February 4th, 1847), ^^ 
name is printed thus : " Dion de P. Bourgicault." 
The work was dedicated to the Duke of Bedford. I 
believe Dion Boudcault was of Huguenot descent^ 
though bom, like his father before him, in Dublin. 
And certainly an Irishman of Irishmen, and a 
brilliant dramatist to boot. 

We next hear of " Dot " at the Gaiety, December, 
1870— 

CAIfSB Pr^UlfBOER 
BDWAItD FirXTlOIBR 



Tackuxon 

PSBRVBIMGIiB 
Tn^Y SlX>WBOY 



Mr. Toole. 
Mr. H. Vaiighan« 
Mr. J. D. Stpyle. 
Mr. John Maclean. 
Miss Nelly Parxen. 
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Dot 

Bbsxha .. 

May 

Mrs. FiBCfDiKG 



.. MlasCarlottaAddiaom 

... Miss M. Dalton. 

... Miss B. Maiston. 

... Mis. H. I^dg^ 

A year later the piece was revived at the same 
theatre— (January, 1871, to be accurate)— under 
the title of " A Christmas Story/' a musical drama 
with J. L. Toole in his original character of Caleb 
Pltunmer, of course, for it was one of his most 
famous impersonations; Ellen Parren was especially 
good as Tilly Slowboy ; Miss Carlotta Addison was 
a touching Dot, and Mr. J. D. Stoyle an admirable 
Tackleton. 

Mr. Edward Terry did a version of the " Cricket " 
at Belfast many years ago — ^he can't remember the 
date, when he played Tackleton. 

Quite a unique performance of the " Cricket on 
the Hearth " was presented by Mr. Arthur Bourchier 
at the Garrick Theatre, commencing December ist, 
1903. It was described as " A Fairy Tale of Home, 
adapted from the Celebrated Story by Charles 
Dickens, in a Warble and Three Chirps." 

THE CRICKET ON THE HEARTH. 
M0RTA13. 
Cai«EB Plummbr (a toy maker) Mr. Arthur Botuchier. 
Bertha (his blind daughter) . . Miss Violet Vanbur^. 
Edward (his son) .. . . Mr. Prank Mills. 
TAQO^roN (of Gruff andTachie^ 

ton — his employer) . . ... Mr. Jetiold Robertshaw 
206 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The Christmas Books 

Jobs FSBRVBINGI<S (a Cafrier) Mr. J. H. Bames. 

Mary {his wifs, known as " Dot ") Miss Jessie Bateman. 

IAay {her daughter) .. Miss Blftida Clement. 

Tn^y Si^owBOY Miss I#igrie Webster. 

IliCBftORXAI«S. 

Thb Paxry Hoicb . . Miss Dorothy Grimston. 

Cricket . . j ( Miss Bmpsie Bowman. 

MooNBBAM l,^^ , ^T? . . . J Miss Madge litbcradge 
KBWB ..P^''^^^^^*'*^n Master Restan. 
Cradu . . ) ( Master Cane. 

Obbron Miss Annie Mildmay. 

TitANiA Miss Margety Fane. 

ARiBEf Miss Nellie Sidney. 

Puck Master Thomas Upton. 

This was quite a delightful and attractive 
entertainment, based on the "Toole** play. 

A new version of " Dot," by Mr. W. Teignmouth 
Shore, was an admirable piece at the Cripplegate 
Institute, December 22nd, 1908, when Mrs. J. T. 
Grein played the title rdle, with Mr. I^uis Rihll as 
Caleb Flummer; Miss Vera Granville as blind 
Bertha, Mr. F. T. Harry as Tackleton, Miss May 
Daniel as Tilly, Mr. H. C. M. Reeve as the Stranger, 
Miss Kathleen Marriott as May, and Miss Connell 
as Mrs. Fielding, while last but not least the author, 
Mr. Shore, made a capital John Feerybingle. 

Sir Alexander Mackenzie has written an opera 
called "The Cricket on the Hearth," and Carl 
Goldmark, the German composer, wrote the music 
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to a German libretto in 1896. In 1900 this was 
first done in England at the Brixton Theatre with 
an English version by Percy Pinkerton. Abont 
1893 Sir Prank Bumand prepared an operatic book 
for Edward Solomon, but nothing came of it, as the 
latter died. At Terry's Theatre, December ist, 
1906, another " Cricket," by W. H. C. Nation, was 
performed. 

" The Battle of Life " was the next annual, but 
somehow neither as a book nor a play did it take 
the public taste. Dickens himself, although enthu- 
siastic at first, seemed disappointed with his own 
labours. All the same, it b a pretty and powerful 
story of sisterly love and devotion, and at moments 
intensely dramatic. It would have made a bigger 
book; the canvas selected was not large enough 
for the picture. I/)rd Jeffrey accorded the highest 
praise to the little story, and said : '' It is better 
than any other man alive could have written, and 
has passages as fine as anytlung that ever came from 
the man himself. . . ." 

Albert Smith, the author of *' The Marquis of 
Brinvilliers," "Christopher Tadpole," and many 
other books and adaptations, prepared " The Battle 
of Life " for the Lyceum with the novelist's own 
consent, and he travelled expressly from Paris to 
attend the rehearsals. He was very disappointed 
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with everjrthing apparently. Writing to his wife 
from Ivincohi's Inn Fields on December 2ist, 1846, 
he said. " I really am bothered to death by this 
confounded dramatisation of the Christmas Book. 
They were in a state so horrible at Keeley's yesterday 
• , • that I was obliged to engage to read the book to 
them this morning. . • • Unless I had come to 
London, I do not think there would have been much 
hope of the version being more than just tolerated, 
even that doubtful. All the actors bad, all the 
business frightfully behind hand, the very words of 
the book confused in the copying into the densest 
and most insufferable nonsense. I must exempt, 
however, from the general slackness, both the 
Keeleys. I hope they will be very good. I have 
never seen an3rthing of its kind better than the 
manner in which they played the littie supper scene 
between Clemency and Britain yesterday. It was 
quite perfect even to me." However, the play went 
very well when the drama in three acts was produced 
at the Lyceum Theatre, December 21st, 1846. The 
drama was specially taken from the novel for Mr. 
and Mrs. Keeley, who received the highest praise 
from the Times and AthetuBum, especially for the 
supper scene that so greatiy took Dickens's fancy. 
Supporting the Keeleys were such weU-known 
people as Frank Matthews as Dr. Jeddler ; Leigh 

209 p 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Dickens and the Drama 

Murray as Alfred Heathfield; F. Vining as 
Michael Warden ; Miss Ellen Daly as Grace 
Jeddler; and Mis. WooUidge as Mrs. Snitchey. 
Mr. Meadows was Mr. Snitchey, with several 
others. 

Edmnnd Yates, in his '' Recollections and Ex- 
periences/' speaks very highly of Robert Keeley as 
an actor and as a man, blessed with much conmion 
sense and mother wit. He was also a fairly well-read 
man. In private, as in public, his utterances were 
given forth with an extraordinary stolidity of manner 
and expression, which rendered them doubly amusing. 
" He had a great vein of shrewd, sensible humour," 
says Yates. ''Standing one day at a window of 
the Swan Inn at Thames Ditton, looking at the 
ducks wending their way across the lawn in a pouring 
shower, loudly quacking their delight, Keeley softly 
muttered under his bieath : ' Ha 1 Ha 1 damned 
fools 1 you don't think how this rain will make the 
green peas giow 1 ' " 

It was during the reign of the Kedeys at the 
Lyceum that Richard Brinsley Feake, who was 
connected with the business department of the 
theatre, had several of his farces produced. Of one 
of his plays Shirley Brooks used to tell a ridiculous 
non ssquUur story : '* Who do you say is the author 
of this farce ? " asked an elderly playgoer. '' Dickey 
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Peake? Damned nonsense ! he couldn't write a 
farce I / knew his father I " 

Yet "Dicky" Peake managed to turn out 
something like fifty pieces, including an adaptation 
of Samuel Warren's great story, " Ten Thousand a 
Year," for Frederick Yates at the Adelphi Theatre. 

Albert Smith, who did many adaptations for 
the Lyceum, married, by the way, the Keeleys' 
youngest daughter Mary, while Montague Williams 
married her sister I>>uise. 

Edward Stirling did a " Battle of Life " for the 
Surrey in January, 1847, while one was given the 
same month at the Gty of London with Mrs. Honner 
as Clemency. Charles Dickens the yoimger also 
dramatised the tale, and John Hollingshead pro- 
duced it at the Gaiety, December 23rd, 1873. 



THE BATILE OP LIPE, 

Bbn Britain . . . . Mr. J. L. Toole. 

Dr. Jbddi«br Mr. John Maclean. 

Ai^PRBD HBATmri£i«D . . . . Mr. Charles Neville. 

MirffAT^^, Warden . . Mr. Charles Harcourt. 

Snitchey Mr. Lionel Broagh. 

Craggs Mr. E. Butler. 

(Xbbiency NBWcoBiB . . Miss Nelly Pairen. 

Gracb Jbddi«br . . Miss Constance Loaeby. 

Marion Miss Carlisle. 

Mrs. Sntcchby Miss Ewell. 

Mrs. Craggs Miss Jolly. 

Aunt Martha Mis. Ball. 
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This was fairly well criticised, but did not achieve 
the position of revival. Previously, Mr. W. H. C. 
Nation produced " The Battle of Life " at Astley's 
Theatre. 

On December 6th, 1898, Walter Ellis and Percy 
Greenwood had their version played at the Royalty 
Theatre under the title of 

MARION. 

Dr. JSDDIJSR Mr. J. G. Taylor. 

Alfrsd Mr. Herbert Terry. 

MiCHABi, Warden . . Mr. J. C. Bereaford. 

Snttchby Mr. B. B. Payne. 

Ben Britain Mr. Percy Greenwood. 

Grace Miss Victoria Wright. 

Mrs. Snixchby Miss Edith MUton. 

Mrs. Craggs Miss Blanche Bversleic^. 

(Xemency Newcoice . . Miss Ruby Hallier. 

Marion Miss Sidney Crowe. 

Other plays called " The Battle of Life " were 
performed at the Adelphi, Liverpool, August 6th, 
1894, and at the Bijou, Bayswater, March, 1901. 

" La Bataille de la Vie," from " The Battle of 
Life," in three acts, by MM. Melosville and Andre de 
Goy, was presented at the Vaudeville Theatre in 
Paris, September 3rd, 1853. 

The next Christmas piece was "The Haunted 
Man," in 1848, which as a story had a large sale, 
but as a play was never particularly attractive. It 
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was dramatised and acted at the Addphi soon after 
its publication, and revived at the Adelphi, July loth, 
1863, when Mr. Toole as Tetterby was excellent. 

A writer in 1870, speaking of ''The Hannted 
Man," said: " At the Addphi and the Polytechnic 
Institute this story, by the aid of the patent 
** Pepper's Ghost apparatus," was produced some 
three or four years since, and exdted considerable 
attention, and the satisfactory result, in a monetary 
sense, was testified by the fact of the numerous 
audiences at each representation." 

In the original 1848 cast, Edward Wright and 
Mrs. Fitzwilliam were the Mr. and Mrs. Tetterby, 
and Miss Woolgar was a delightful Milly. O. Smith 
created a very weird effect as the ghost. Mark 
Lemon was responsible for the dramatisation, which 
on all hands was voted dever, and it had a fair 
success. Redlaw, the Haunted Man, is a creation of 
a sad and sombre hue. The most genial parts are 
the accounts of Tetterby, the struggling newsvendor, 
and his family, not forgetting Johnny and the 
Moloch baby, Sally. 

It was played again at Christmas, 1849. The 
Christmas number of *' Housdiold Words" entitled 
" The Seven Poor Travellers " appeared in December, 
1854. This was inspired by a visit to the cdebrated 
Watts Charity at Rochester for six poor travellers to 
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have *' Gratis for one Ni^t, Lodging, l^tertainment 
and Fourpence each." Dickens and Mark I^emon 
visited the place. May nth, 1854. ^^ seventh 
traveller was Dickens himself. He wrote the first and 
second chapters and the last one. I trace a dramatic 
version to J. B. Johnstone, author of the '' Gipsy 
Farmer," and " How we Live in the World of 
London," called by Dickens's title, and it was 
played in 1856 at the Strand Theatre. Then there 
was " The Dead Witness ; or. Sin and its Shadow," 
a drama in three acts, founded on " The Widow's 
Story," one of the chapters in the book which was 
not written by Dickens himself, although credited 
to him by the dramatist. This was first produced, 
according to the book of the play, at the Theatre 
Royal, Sheffield, under the management of Mr. 
Charles Pitt. There is no date given, but it would 
be between 1862 and 1865, when Mr. Reeve was 
manager for Mr. Pitt. It is very sensational and 
is in nine scenes. Another, "The Seven Poor 
Travellers," by C. Duval, was given at the Theatre 
Royal, Blackburn, January nth, 1869. 

" The Holly Tree " was the Christmas Story 
in "Household Words" for 1855, On Monday 
December 31st, a drama called " Holly Tree Inn," 
in one act, " adapted from Dickens by Benjamin 
Webster " was performed for the first time at the 
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Adelphi with Benjamin Webster as Cobbs, supported 
by Parselle as Geoige tlie Guest; J. G. Shore as Mr. 
Wahners, the father ; Robert Romer as Sam Tatten- 
hall, the Landlord ; Waye as Isaac the Ostler ; Pouran 
as Tom the Waiter, and Messrs. Hastings, Honey, 
and Sanders in the small parts. Harry was played 
by Master Powell, and Norah by Miss Thompson. 
I have reason to believe this was Miss Lydia 
Thompson, ' who had already appeared as a child 
dancer at Her Majesty's Theatre in 1852, and as a 
child actress at the Haymarket, 1852, in "Little 
Silverhair," and again in 1854. ^^' Tattenhall the 
Landlady, was taken by Mrs. Lelachere, and the 
Barmaid by Miss Laidlaw. In the Era for Sunday, 
January 13th, 1856, there was a criticism of the 
second play, which b^;an : " Strand — ^A new drama, 
under the designation of ' The Holly Tree Inn ' by 
Mr. J. B. Johnstone, was produced here last 
Monday." That would be the seventh. The theatre 
was under the management of Mr. T. Payne, and 
in the cast, as advertised, were Messrs. Basil Potter, 
G. Cooke, Einloch, Qarke, Hall, and Johnstone; 
Mesdames Herbert, Barrett, Somers, Stevens, and 
Master and Miss Kdouin. These were the late Willie 
Edouin and his sister who is still with us. This was 
Miss Louisa Herbert's first appearance in London. She 
was later quite a favourite actress, and for some time 
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was manageress of the St James's Theatre. Both 
plays proved bigjbly attractive to the holiday folk. 

Another ** Holly Tree Inn " was given at the 
Grecian, February 27th, 1856. 

At Terry's Theatre " The Holly Tree/' adapted 
by Mrs. Oscar Beringer, was played first on January 
15th, 1891, and revived December 28th, 1896. On 
the first occasion the parts were distributed as 
follows : Harry, Vera Beringer ; Nora, Minnie Terry, 
both delightful. The Jabez Cobb of Ernest Hendrie 
was Dickens to the life, and Mr. H. Reeves Smith 
made a capital Captain Walmers. On the occasion 
of the revival. Master Stewart-Dawson and Miss 
Valli-Valli played the two children, while George 
Belmore was Cobbs, and Miss Kate Mills, Mrs. Cobbs. 

In i860, Charles Dickens's Christmas offering 
was *' A Message from the Sea." This was really 
the joint work of Dickens and Wilkie Collins — two 
of the most dissimilar writers that ever lived — ^and 
the two authors travelled into Devonshire and 
Cornwall for local colour, the scene being laid in 
Clovelly. The greater part of the tale is decidedly 
by Dickens. One of the characters. Captain Jorgan, 
was drawn from an American seaman. Captain 
Morgan, to whom the novelist wrote : '* Here and 
there, in the description of the sea-going hero, I 
have given a touch or two of remembrance of 
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Somebody you know; very heartily desiring that 
thousands of people may have some faint reflection 
of the pleasure I have for many years derived from 
the contemplation of a most amiable natore and 
most remarkable man/' 

It was clearly Dickens's intention to collaborate 
with WiUde Collins in turning the story into a play, 
as in the British Museum there is a small eight-page 
brochure which traces the plot and action of Acts I. 
and n., and then : ** Act the Third passes in 
Tregarthen's cottage at Steepways and the story is 
unravelled as in the Christmas number of * All the 
Year Round/ embodying the scenes in Chapter V., 
' The Restitution/ and ending with the villagers all 
coming in and cheering Captain Jorgan on his de- 
parture for America as heartily as they execrated 
him in Act I/' The title page runs thus : 

A MBSSAGB FROM THB SBA 

A Drama in Tkres Acts 

by 

Chart>ks Diooms 

and 
Wn^BiB Coi«UNS 

An Outline of the Plot. 

London : Published by G. Holsworth 

At the office of " All the Year Round " 

Wellington Street, Strand. 

x86i. 
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Then the cast of the nine characters is given, 
which I reproduce as a curiosity. 

Persons of thb Drabaa. 

Captain Jorgan {part owner and commander of an American 

Liner). 
Hugh Raybrock {second mate of merchantman — supposed 

to be drowned), 
AifFRBD Raybrock {his younger brother). 
Lawrence CXissou) {supercargo of a merchantman, 

formerly in the house of the Dringxiforth Brothers), 
TregarTHEN {steward of manor rights at Steepways, for" 

merly also with Dringworth Brothers). 
Tom PErUPBR {Captain Jorgan' s steward). 
Mrs. Raybrock {mother of Hugh and Alfred), 
Margaret {married to Hugh). 
KrcTY {Tregarthen's daughter; betrothed to Alfred). 

Why this should be printed goodness only knows. 
I cannot trace the play. Nor does Forster mention 
it or even the story in his '' I^ife of Dickens.'* 

A drama, however, was constructed out of the 
plot by John Brougham. It was in four acts and 
was first performed in America in i860, and in I/>ndon 
at the Britannia Theatre in 1861, and I fancy it has 
often been revived at various outlying theatres, 
though I have no exact data to go upon. There are 
thirteen characters in John Brougham's production, 
and as many scenes. It reads well. At the 
Britannia the players were Messrs. F. Wilton, 
F. Marchant, J. Reynolds, T. G* Drummond, S. 
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Sidney, W. Crawford, M. Smythson, and D. Stewart ; 
Ifis. W. Newham, Miss E. Dayton, and Ifis. £• 
Yamold. 

Another play on the same subject was produced 
at the Prince of Wales's Theatre, Birmingham, 
August 30th, 1869. 

On February ist, 1873, "A Messi^e from the 
Sea" was presented at the Surrey Theatre. No 
author's name is given, but as Miss Virginia Black- 
wood was the manageress of the theatre, I expect it 
was the handiwork of her husband, Murray Wood. 
This was revived at Astley's Theatre, October 14th, 
1878. 



Hugh Ravbrock 

Sn^AS JORGAN . . 

Tom Pkitak kr . . 

liAWKBNCS Ci:,ISSOIJ> 
AlfFRED RaYBROCK 

Mr. Trbgarthen 
Mrs. Raybroce 
Kjtiy Trbgarthen 
Margaret Raybrock 
Mog 



Mr. Nelson Wheatcroft. 
Mr. G. Muxray Wood. 
Mr. Harry Cornwall. 
Mr. H. Monte. 
Mr. Frank Gates. 
Mr. Bdward Chamberlaine. 
Miss Fanny Wright. 
Miss Hilda Dunbar. 
Miss Bmilie Blackwood. 
Miss Virginia Blackwood* 



That exceedingly careful writer on Dickens, Mr* 
J. W. T. I^ey, says : " Of the various adaptations of 
Dickens's books in which Mr. Toole appeared, there 
is not, so far as we know, any complete list, but he 
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appeared in vetsicms of every one of the five Christ- 
mas books/' And then he names the characters^ of 
all of which I have treated. Mr. ]>y adds that 
Caleb Plommer was Mr. Toole's first departure " from 
pure comedy." Mr. I^ey means "farce." In Mr. 
Toole's " Reminiscences/' edited by Joseph Hatton, 
the late homely comedian sajrs : " I read Dickens, 
and tried at home and while about in the streets to 
put myself in the position of Caleb. I think I 
succeeded in getting inside the part. I know I felt 
for the sufferings of the poor old chap and did my 
best to make my audience feel them, and if applause 
was any criterion that I had satisfied them, I had 
plenty of it, a very hearty call at the dose, and next 
day the highest commendations of the Press." 

Several of Dickens's Christmas Books have been 
converted into cantatas and plajrs with music for 
amateur performance, but it is not always possible 
to trace these works. One very creditable piece, 
however, deserves more than passing mention. It 
is entitled ^'A Christmas Carol: Being a Ghost 
Story in Four Staves, by Charles Dickens." This 
was arranged for dramatic representation by J. 
Edward Parrott, M.A., I<L.B., with various old- 
time Christmas hymns and carols introduced at 
suitable places in the dialogue. 
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CHAPTER Xm 
^DOBIBEY AND SON^ 

TI77HEN Dickens's eldest son was attacked by 
W scarlet fever he was in charge of his grand- 
mother, Mrs. Hogarth, in Albany Street, R^ent's 
Park, and when Mr. and Mrs. Dickens went to see 
their boy a small incident occurred that is worth 
recording. An elderly charwoman employed about 
the place had shown so much sympathy in the 
family trouble, that Mrs. Hogarth specially told her 
of the approaching visit, and who it was that was 
coming to the sick-room. " Lawk, ma'am I " she said. 
''Is the young gentleman upstairs the son of the 
man that put together ' Dombey ' ? " Reassured 
upon this point, she explained her question by 
declaring that she never thought there was one man 
that could put together " Dombey." Being further 
pressed as to what her notion was of this mystery of 
a Dombey (for it was known she could not read), it 
turned out that she lodged at a snuff shop kept by 
a person named Douglas, where there were several 
other lodgers; and that on the first Monday of 
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every month there was a Tea, and the landlord read 
the month's number of *' Dombey ; " those only of 
the lodgers who subscribed to the tea partaking of 
that luxury, but all having the benefit of the reading ; 
and the impression produced on the old charwoman 
revealed itself in the remark with which she closed 
her accotmt of it. '* I^wk, ma'am ! I thought that 
three or four men at least must have put together 
* Dombey ' 1 " Dickens thought there was some- 
thing of a compliment in this, and was very 
gratified. 

It has been usually said that " Dombey and Son " 
is the least popular of the novelist's works, and it is 
generally conceded that the descriptions of high life 
are somewhat forced. To tell the truth, Dickens was 
not happy in his depictions of aristocratic people, 
and neither his men nor his women in the '^ upper 
circles " are well drawn. However, the book is full 
of admirable characters— especially the whimsical 
and extravagant. I^ittle Paul and the immortal 
Captain Cuttle — " when found make a note of " — 
are the two best characters in the book. But Mr. 
Toots is a gem, and then there arePerch the messenger 
and his prolific progeny; the terrible Mrs. Mac- 
Stinger, the delightful Susan Nipper, Major Joe 
Bagstock and many others, and the very lovable 
Florence. Carker is a villain, certainly, of the 
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deepest dye, while Dombey himself is a cruel bmte, 
detested of all. 

There was no real run on " Dombey and Son " 
for the theatre, though scrappy pieces were presented 
at Sadler's Wells, and the Surrey, the managements 
chiefly rel3ring upon the magic name of Dickens, 
in very lai^e tj^, to draw the always uncertain 
public. 

The first dramatisation of " Dombey and Son " 
was first produced at the Strand Theatre on Monday 
night, August 2nd, 1847. ^ notice of the piece 
appeared in the Theatrical Times for August 14th. 
" The prestige attached to this house, in coimexion 
with the works of Charles Dickens, dramatically 
illustrated, is of very long standing. Hammond's 
Sam Weller b still fresh in the recollection of the 
town, and ' Martin Chuzzlewit ' had a run which, 
for many weeks, sustained the falling fortunes of 
the establishment, when under the management of 
Roberts. We were not, therefore, surprised at the 
announcement made by the present indefatigable 
lessee, that ' Dombey and Son,' the latest serial by 
Boz, was about to be presented, albeit a more 
difficult story for the purposes of the playwright 
could scarcely have been selected. The most we 
can expect in a dramatised novel is to see some of 
the best and most stirring scenes taken out, and 
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the engravings realised in the shape of tableaux; 
and Dickens owes no little of his success as an author 
to the skill of the adaptors of his works." I have 
italicised the last sentence as being one of the most 
astounding and ridiculous statements ever made. 
To resume. " ' Dombey and Son ' was produced 
here on Monday. The original work not being yet 
concluded by the author, Mr. T. P. Taylor, the 
adapter, has had to exercise his ingenuity for the 
catastrophe. We will not say that he has antid* 
pated Mr. Dickens, but his concluding scenes are 
highly creditable; though we shall not trespass 
upon the time of our readers by describing the plot, 
advising them to witness and judge for themselves, 
A few remarks occur to us as to the principal 
characters : — ^Mr. C. \(^lliams made an efficient Mr. 
Dombey, and Mr. Reeves showed, by his represen- 
tation of Carker, that he was well studied in the 
character of the wily manager of Dombey and Son. 
Mr. Tyrrel was rather stiddsh, and a great deal too 
plausible as Walter Gay; Mr. Huntly is a low 
comedian of merit, but Major Bagstock is above his 
grasp ; Mr. Rogerson made the most of Captain 
Cuttle ; Solomon Gills b a part well suited to Mr. 
Ayliffe ; Mr. Richardson was created for Rob the 
Grinder. The ladies follow, and here we must pay 
a tribute to the artistic acting of Mr. Harwood 
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Cooper as Good Mrs. Brown ; it was the best sus- 
tained character in the piece* Miss Marian Atkins 
looked and played the haughty beauty, Edith 
Granger, remarkably well. Mrs. H. Heame made 
an amusing Susan Nipper ; and Florence Dombey 
found an efficient representation in Miss Coleman. 
The whole of the performers seemed to exert them- 
selves to the utmost ; and it b due to the efficient 
management of Mr. Cooper to state that the piece 
is put upon the stage with the greatest taste and care. 
The theatre is well attended. An amusing ballet, 
in which Stilt (from Sadler's Wells) appears, has 
filled the house at half-price.'' This strikes one 
as being a very good theatrical picture of the 
period. 

" Dombey's " second appearance on the I^ondon 
stage was at the Marylebone Theatre in June, 
1849. '* 'r^^ story was cleverly dramatised and well 
represented . . . and its success was in proportion 
to its merits." 

When this play was published it was called 
'* Dombey and Son; or. Good Mrs. Brown, the 
Child Stealer. A Drama in Two Acts. From the 
Pen of the inimitable Charles Dickens, Esqre. As 
performed at the Strand Theatre." There is one 
illustration to this precious fraud, depicting "Mrs. 
Brown, the Child Stealer, proving the innocence of 
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Walter Gay, and acctisiiig Carker of foigeiy," and 
many liberties were taken with Dickens's plot. 

John Brougham provided a four-act drama 
called " Dombey and Son " for Burton's Theatre, 
New York, in 1848, as soon as the work was issued 
in its completed form, and undertook the part of 
Major Bagstock and Jack Bunsby himself, while his 
wife played Susan Nipper. Mr. W. K. Burton, the 
proprietor of the theatre, was the Captain Cuttle, 
and Mis. Burton, Florence Dombey. 

Joseph Jefferson, in his " Autobiography," says : 
" The production at Burton's Theatre of ' Dombey 
and Son/ by Mr. Brot^ham, was a curious combina- 
tion of failure and success. Much was expected of 
Burton's Captain Cuttie, and to the surprise of the 
expectant critics and of Burton himself he did nothing 
with it." Many reasons are given for Burton's 
failure— and Burton was a great " star " in his day, 
who, dismayed at his own non-success, and mortified 
at young Raymond's leap forward, took the drama 
from the bills. Raymond had made his mark as 
Toots. Then he went to work to study the part 
properly and made a magnificent hit, and according 
to Jefferson he was " perfect " in a new version 
which he and Brougham concocted together. This 
version, published by French, soon got to I/mdon, 
and was acted " everywhere." Then Brougham set 
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to work and made another play which was called 
"Captain Cuttle/' a comic drama in one act, 
being more scenes from the novel of "Dombey 
and Son." This went into the bills of Burton's 
Theatre, New York, January 14th, 1850, and 
was a complete success. Different scenes were 
relied upon, and the whole of the MacStinger 
family were introduced. W. K. Burton was, of 
course. Captain Cuttle; John Brougham, Jack 
Bunsby; Mrs. Vernon, Mrs. MacStinger; Mrs. 
Brougham, The Nipper ; and Oliver Raymond in his 
creation of Toots. The late Sir Henry Irving played 
Mr. Dombey in this drama when it was first presented 
in Manchester in 1867. 

There is no gainsaying the fact that in the 
country " Dombey and Son " proved very attrac- 
tive for a long time, crude as it was. The very 
best dramatisation, however, was that arranged by 
Andrew Halliday called "Heart's Delight," and 
produced at the Globe Theatre, Newcastle Street, 
Strand, December 17th, 1873, then under the 
management of H. J. Montague. Mr. J. C. Cowper 
undertook the characters of Mr. Dombey and Jack 
Bunsby ; James Fernandez that of Carker ; H. J. 
Montague, Walter Gay and Mr. Toots ; Sam Emery, 
Captain Cuttle ; Howard, Sol Gills ; A. Deane, Rob 
the Grinder ; J. H. Allen, Brogley ; Miss Carlotta 
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Addison made a channing Fbrence; Miss Helen 
Barry a stately Edith Dombey, and Miss Maria 
Daly a quaint Susan Nipper. The best performance 
of all, however, was that of Sam Emery as Captain 
Cuttle. A critic wrote at the time : *' When Mr. 
Emery comes rolling on to the stage, made up to 
the very life after the pictures by * Phiz,' with the 
rubicund face and the bald pate, the coarse canvas 
open shirt, and the hook instead of a right hand, the 
roar that greets the favourite shows that half the 
actor's work is over. He looks the part, and there 
is no prejudice on that account." Mr. Emery's 
impersonation was one of his greatest artistic achieve- 
ments, fit to rank with his Dan'l Peggotty. Mr. 
Emery was the original Jonas Chuzzlewit, Will Fern, 
and John Peerybingle. 

From America in the fall of 1880 came Mr. 
and Mrs. W. J. Florence, who were great favourites 
in their own country, to the Gaiety, with John 
Brougham's " Captain Cuttle " and " The Mighty 
Dollar." The first-named piece was revived on 
November 20th. Mr. Florence's impersonation 
was faithful to the novel, and he exhibited no less 
humour than he did as the Hon. Bardwell Slote. 
He was well supported by an English company — 
^' John Hollingshead's own " — ^which included Charles 
Fawcett, J. L. Shine, Tom Squire^ Fred Hughes, 
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Berte Coote, Mrs. Ldgh, Myra Holme (now Lady 
Pinero), Miss Amalia and Constance Gilchrist, who 
has long been the Countess Orkney. Punch 
said of the entertainment : " * Dombey and Son * 
was reduced to Florence. Florence appeared as 
Captain Cuttle twice, and has now disappeared 
altogether." I don't understand what this means. 
But to resume. " As Cuttle he was very funny ; 
he was the well-known pictorial Cuttle down to the 
ground, and so Phiz-ically he was * Cuttle.' " Mr. 
Florence was a genial man and made himself very 
popular in the upper Bohemia of London. He died 
almost suddenly ten years after his sojourn in the 
Strand. 

On his visit to America '' Charles Dickens/' said 
the Philadelphia Morning Post, " while in this city, 
was very anxious to purchase Mr. James Hamilton's 
painting entitled ' What are the Wild Waves Say- 
ing ? ' But as this beautiful work, one of the artist's 
best, was already sold, Mr. Dickens requested that 
he might see the original sketch, with which he was 
so greatly pleased that he insisted upon buying it. 
Mr. Hamilton refused to sell the sketch, but presented 
it to Mr. Dickens. The other day, the artist re- 
ceived from Mr. Dickens an exquisite edition of his 
novels, accompanied by the following autograph : 
'Gad's-Hill Place, Highatn by Rochester, Kent, 
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Ifonday, Twenty-fifth May, 1868, to Mr. James 
Hamilton, this set of my books with thanks and 
r^ards. — Charles Dickens/ " It is certain that 
Charles Dickens's genius never suggested a more 
imaginative picture than this masterpiece, and his 
appreciation of James Hamilton could not have 
been more delicately shown. 

" What are the Wild Waves Saying ? " was written 
as a vocal duet by J. £. Carpenter, with music by 
Stephen Glover, who also composed an answer to it, 
called " A Voice from the Waves." 

I note a drama called *' Little Paul," by Walter 
Stephens (who dramatised "Edwin Drood" and 
other Dickens books), produced at the Lyceum 
Theatre, Rochester, March 6th, 1871. 

" Heart's Delight " was revived at the Crystal 
Palace, November nth, 1882, supported as below : 



Mr. Dombby 
Captain Cunxs 
Soi, GnAS 
Toots .. 
Waxtsr Gay . . 
Carkbr .. 
Jack Bxtnsby . . 
Fu>RKNC9 Dombby 
Bdith 
Susan 



Mr. Stewart Dawaon. 
Mr. B. D. Lyons. 
Mr. Laurence Grey. 
Mr. Arthur WiUiams. 
Mr. H. Reeves Smith. 
Mr. B. F. Bdgar. 
Mr. Arthur Wood. 
Miss Kate Rorke. 
Miss Sophie Byre. 
Miss Nellie Bouveiie. 



Mention must be made of ** The House of Dom- 
230 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



""Dombey and Son'' 



bey/' by Mrs. Teignmouth Shore and Mr. Walter 
Dexter, done at the Crippl^ate Institute on 
November 3rd, 1905, with considerable success. 
Then, on October 24th, 1908, when quite another 
run on Dickens took place, Mr. Charles Cartwright 
produced "Dombey and Son" at the Theatre 
Royal, Bradford. 



DOMBEY AND SON. 



Captain Cumxe 
Major Bagstock 
Mr. Toots 
Mr. Dombey 
Carkbr . . 
Wai^tbr .. 
Soi, GnAS 
Rob thb Grindbr 
Native . . 
M. BIiAMB 
Francois 
A SaiEiOR 
Mrs. Skkwton . . 

Fl«ORENCB DOMBEV 

GiPsy 

Susan Nipper . . 

Bdith Dombey 



Mr. Charles Cartwright. 
Mr. Charles CoUette. 
Mr. A. B. Tapping. 
Mr. Arthur Rqyston. 
Mr. M. A. WethereU. 
Mr. H. Warden. 
Mr. Edgar Coyne. 
Miss M. Sievier. 
Mr. C. Bigwood. 
Mr. Letchworth. 
Mr. MflH^^^<^" 
Mr. Ben Wood. 
Miss Ada Palmer. 
Miss May Yates. 
Miss H. Ftancks. 
Miss Joan Derry. 
MissB. Cartwright 



ad- 



These "Cartwright" performances were 
mirable in every sense of the word. 

" The Passing of Paul Dombey " was presented 
at the Borough Theatre, Stratford, April 22nd, 
1910. 



231 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHAPTER rXIV 
''DAVID COPPERFIELD^ 

CHARLES DICKENS confessed that this was 
his favourite amongst his own fictions — 
perhaps because there was so much of himself and 
of fact in it. ** David Copperfield " has generally 
resolved itself into two classes of plays— one dealing 
with the Micawber incidents and the other the 
pathetically domestic, with Little Em'ly and the 
rugged Peggotty as a striking background. Thack- 
eray, in his ** Sketches and Travels in London," 
gives this most delightful eulogium of this really 
autobiographical novel. ** * Have you read " David 
Copperfield/' by the way ? ' says Brown in the Club 
Library. 'How beautiful it is — ^how charmingly 
fresh and simple I In those admirable touches of 
tender humour — and I shall call humour tender. 
Bob— a mixture of love and wit — ^who can equal 
this great genius? There are little words and 
phrases in his books to hold in the affections of 
man I What an awful responsibility there is hang- 
ing over a writer I What man holding such a place, 
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and knowing that his words go forth to vast con- 
gregations of mankind — to grown folks, to their 
children, and perhaps their children's children — 
but must think of his calling with a solemn and 
humble heart. May love and truth guide such a 
man always. It is an awful prayer ; may heaven 
further its fulfilment.'" This was written over 
sixty years ago ! 

The eldest son of Charles Dickens wrote a few 
years since : " Of stage versions of ' Copperfield ' 
there appear to have been only two of any im- 
portance ; one by the customary John Brougham, 
which was played in America, and one by Andrew 
Halliday, which was first produced on the 9th 
October, 1869, by Mrs. Liston at the Oljrmpic 
Theatre with great success. This version, which 
was called 'Little Em'ly' and was a remarkably 
good adaptation in itself, enjoyed the advantage of 
being excellently played by Sam Emery as Peggotty, 
Joseph Irving, a clever young actor of character 
parts, whose premature death was a great loss to 
the stage, as Uriah Heep ; John Nelson as Ham ; 
Miss Fanny Addison as Rosa Dartle, and Miss Ewell 
as Mrs. Gmnmidge, to mention only a few names of 
an unusually competent cast. The performance 
was thoroughly satisfactory to Charles Dickens, 
whose cordial and cheery congratulations to Andrew 
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Halliday I well remember hearing." I may add to 
this by stating that George Fawcett Rowe, who 
played Micawber to the life, was an Australian 
actor who made a considerable reputation in 
America. He was also a dramatist and wrote 
amongst other pieces " Freedom/' which the late 
Sir Augustus Harris produced at Drury Lane 
Theatre, August 4th, 1883 ; but long previously to 
this, in 1877, in fact, he wrote a play called " Brass," 
with which he toured the country and also brought 
to the Haymarket, London, August 13th, 1877, after 
its initial production at the Alexandra Theatre, 
Liverpool, in the year named. He made his first 
mark in Australia as far back as 1854. In I/mdon 
his greatest hit was as Micawber in " Little Em'ly/' 
where he was surrounded by a " galaxy of talent," 
as hereunder may be judged. 

OLYMPIC THEATRE, OCTOBER 9TH, 1869. 
"LmXE Em'ItY/' by Andrew Haiwday. 



Peggotty 

MiCAWBBR 

Uriah Hebp 

WlCKFIEU) 

Traddi^bs 

StBBRFORTH 

David Copperfiew) 
Ham . • • • 
LmxE Em'i,y . . 

AGNES WiCKFIEW) 



Mr. Sam Emery. 
Mr. Geo. P. Rowe. 
Mr. Joseph Irving. 
Mr. W. Roberts. 
Mr. H. St. Maur. 
Mr. Chas. Warner. 
Mr. H. Vaughan. 
Mr. John Nelson. 
Miss Patty Josephs. 
Miss Jessie Earle. 
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Mrs. Guiomx^B 
Martha .. 
Rosa Darixb . . 
Mrs. Micawbbr 
Bbtsby Troiwood 
PBGGorry Barkis 



MissBwelL 

Miss Mattie Rdnhardt 

Miss Fanny Addison. 

Miss Lee. 

Mrs. Ppynter. 

MissGiiffith. 



A little later» H. B. Conway played the part of 
David Copperfield. " Mr. Rowe's acting had much 
to do with the undoubted success that attended 
the production of Mr. Andrew Halliday's adapta- 
tion of ' David Copperfield/ called ' Little Em'ly.' 
The excellence of Miss Emstone in the character of 
Martha on this occasion attracted the notice of 
Dickens himself, and he personally expressed his 
appreciation of it/' This latter from Mr. T. Edgar 
Pemberton's book. I find more than one reference 
to Dickens's admiration for her conception of the 
part and his general appreciation of the whole 
production. 

The eccentric character of Micawber has naturally 
been a very popular one with comedians. It has 
been quaintiy played by Edward Terry at the 
Olympic, with Mr. E. W. Royce as Uriah Heep. 
This must have been in the late seventies or early 
eighties. Mr. Terry has also played P^gotty here. 
Mr. Terry has also ever been great as Serjeant Buzfuz 
at benefit matinees. Charles CoUette, who had a play 
practically written round Micawber with which he 
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toured the provinces also did a season with it at 
the old Imperial Theatre, Westminster. David 
Fisher, James Fernandez, and the late Joseph 
Eldred, who was a trifle Micawberish in his 
make-up off the stage himself have all excelled in 
the part. Who that knew him does not remember 
Joseph Eldred and his marvellous cuffs ? In a 
short account of his life in " The Dramatic List " 
it is stated that when the Olympic Theatre was 
opened in October, 1869, with "Little Em'ly" 
*' Mr. Eldred appeared as Micawber," which is not 
correct — he did not act the part until 1873, and 
as already stated George Fawcett Rowe was the 
original. When the piece was revived in 1873 — 
March 13th — ^Mr. Eldred played Mr. Micawber, and 
Sam Emery, Dan'l Peggotty again ; William Rig- 
nold, Ham; H. B. Conway, David Copperfield; 
C. Peveril, Steerforth ; George Canninge, Traddles ; 
Mr. Graeme, Mr. Wickfield; Arthur Wood, Uriah 
Heep ; Miss Marie Dalton, Little Em'ly ; Miss C. 
Brabant, Agnes Wickfield ; Miss Griffith, Peggotty 
Barkis; Miss Davis, Mrs. Gummidge; Miss Kate 
Rivers, Martha ; Miss Fanny Addison, Rosa Dartle ; 
Miss Jane Baker, Mrs. Micawber ; and Miss Kate 
Manor, Betsey Trotwood. And of all this cast only 
one member is still alive — ^Mr. George Canninge. 
Two years later — October 30th, 1875, the drama 
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was again revived — this time at the Adelphi — ^with 
Sam Emery in his old character; W. Maclntyre, 
Ham ; H. Vaughan (his original part), David Copper- 
field; Steerforth, Philip Day; Traddles, Walter 
Everard ; Mr. Wickfield, H. Cooper ; Uriah Heep, 
John Clarke ; and Mr. Micawber, James Fernandez. 
Charming I^ydia Foote — ^what an actress she was ! — 
as Little Em'ly, and Cicely Nott as Mrs. Micawber, 
and Harriet Coveney, Betsey Trotwood. Mr. James 
Fawn, it may be noted, was plajdng in the farces — 
the performances at the theatres in 1875 began 
at seven o'clock sharp — ^not 8.30 as now — and 
the admission to the gallery was — sixpence I 

John Brougham's adaptation was presented at 
his own Lyceum Theatre, New York, January 6th, 
1851, with a comprehensive American cast. It was 
called "David Copperfidd," and Mr. Brougham 
played Micawber. 

There is one other play that owes its life to 
" David Copperfield " — indeed I have seen it re- 
ferred to as being one of the best versions, of certain 
portions, that has been done — and that is the 
" Deal Boatman," by F. C. Bumand, first produced 
at Drury Lane Theatre, September 21st, 1863. It 
is true that the scene is laid at Deal, but Jacob Vance 
b twin brother to Peggotty, Mary Vance is half- 
sister to Little Em'ly, and Matt Bramber is Ham, 
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For the rest the story is practically the same except 
that the end is different, and all is well. All the 
same, it is a good two-act drama. Clement Scott 
wrote, long after the event, " This was spoken of 
as creditable to Mr. Bumand, it being his first 
attempt at serious dramatic composition.'' George 
Belmore was the Jacob Vance — a sort of Robsonian 
character — G. Weston, Matt Bramber ; F. Charles, 
Edward Leslie ; George Barrett, Sir John Haughton ; 
Mrs. Edmmid Falconer was Mrs. Bridgitt, and Miss 
Rose Ledercq, Mary Vance. The piece was de- 
cidedly popular, and after the Drury I^ane season 
George Belmore went to the City of London Theatre 
with the " Deal Boatman " for a month. In later 
years it was revived at the Addphi, and also Sadler's 
Wells. 

To go back a bit. At the Strand Theatre, 
October 29th, 1850, George Almar's adaptation was 
acted under the title of " Bom with a Caul ; or, the 
Personal Adventures of David Copperfield." 



David Coppkrfikm> 

StEBRFORTH 
PKGGOXTY 

Ham 
murdsxone 

HURRICANS Fl^H 
WiCKFlKEJ) 

Richard Babbbruy 
Uriah Hbbp and "Mra^ Mowchbr 
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Mr. H. Butler, 
Mr. Ba^ Potter. 
Mr. James Johnstone. 
Mr. Portescue. 
Mr. J. W. Simpson. 
Mr. George Ahnar. 
Mr. Rogeraon. 
Mr. Yamold. 
Mr. W. Atwood. 
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MiCAWBBR Mr. H. J. Turner. 

Bbtsby Trotwood . . . . Mrs. Griffiths. 

Rosa Darti^b Miss Blphick. 

Agnbs MissEgan. 

^tMn,Y (sic) Miss Love. 

Mrs. Micawber . . Miss Staylin. 

Martha Miss I. Simpson 

Dora Miss Manners. 

Then at the Surrey, on the i8th of the next 
month (also at the Standard), "David Copper- 
field " with this cast was performed — 



David Copfbrpisi«d 

murdstone 

Mr. Dick 

Traddi<bs 

Pbggotty 

Ham 

Uriah Hbbp 

MiCAWBBR and Miss 

Stkukforth 

WlCKFIBU) 

BEtsBY Trotwood 
Agnbs 
Eini,Y (sic) 
Mrs. Barkis (sic) 



. . Mr. W. Montague. 
. . Mr. Charles Brille. 
. . Mr. Fitz Roy. 

Mr. John Parry. 

Mr. Thomas Mead. 
.. Mr. J. W. Corner. 
. . Mr. Bruce Norton. 
MowCHBR Mr. Henry Widdicombe. 

Mr. A. Raymond. 
. . Mr. Penton. 

Mrs. Johnstone. 

Miss Jane Coveney. 
. . Miss Harriett Coveney. 
. . Miss ha Porte. 



I give these and the many other casts before 
they are altogether lost to the theatrical world. 

Speaking of these theatrical annexations from 
"David Copperfield," Theodore Taylor said, in 
1870, in his " l4fe of Dickens " — ^the first to appear 
— ** But the most successftd of all was * The Deal 
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Boatman/ at Dniry Lane Theatre two or three 
years since, in two acts, by Mr. Bumand," which 
quite bears out what I have ahready said. 

At the Grecian Theatre on October 3rd, 1870, 
"David Copperfield," announced as an American 
dramatisation, was served up in two acts for the 
inhabitants of the City Road and neighbourhood. 
Then at the Theatre Royal, Brighton " The Ark on 
the Sands," by Charles Rennell, was acted September 
19th of the same year. " Little Em'ly's Trials," by 
E. H. Brooke, was done at Sadler's Wells, March 
4th, 1871, and on March 8th, 1873, " Lost Em'ly," 
by Murray Wood, was presented with Miss Virginia 
Blackwood in the title r6le at the Surrey Theatre. 

" Em'ly," by George Hamilton, was played at 
the Albion Theatre, April 30th, 1877, after which 
we must make a jump to 1880 when *' Little Em'ly " 
was revived at the Standard Theatre on March 2nd, 
and played by Messrs. John and Richard Douglas's 
Stock Company. In this, Mr. Charles CoUette took 
Mr. Micawber under his wing, with William Mac- 
Intjrre as Peggotty ; Charles Swan as Uriah Heep, 
and Misses Stella Brereton and Amy Steinberg as 
Little Em'ly and Martha. Afterwards the whole 
company went to the Park Theatre, Camden Town, 
a very popular house at one time. Charles Collette, 
in the spring of 1881, went on tour with a special 
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company induding the above ladies, W. Maclntyre 
and J. G. Taylor, and Miss Fanny Addison as Rosa 
Dartle. Then the indefatigable Charles Collette 
€UTanged a comic drama in five scenes which he 
christened " Micawber," and travelled through the 
provinces with it. This piece he brought to I/>ndon 
and put it on at the Imperial Theatre, Westminster, 
in May, 1881. 

A very capable combination of comedians next 
ventured a David Copperfield play — ^this, I fancy, 
was Andrew Halliday's "I^ittle Em'ly" from the 
Olympic 



David Copfbrfisu> 

TRADDI3S 

Peggoxty 
Ham 

MiCAWBBR 

Uriah Hbbp 
Stsbrforth 

WlCKFIKU> 

LtnxE Bm%y 
Agnes .. 
Martha .. 
Rosa Darixb 
Mrs. Micawbsr 
Mrs. GuBoaDGS 
Bbxsey Troxwood 

CURA PBGGOlty 



Mr. H. Reeves Smith. 
Mr. John WiUes. 
Mr. B. D. Lyons. 
Mr. Joseph Came. 
Mr. Arthur Wood. 
Mr. Arthur Williams. 
Mr. J. A. Rosier. 
Mr. Burgpyne. 
Miss Elate Rorke. 
Miss Julia Roselle. 
Miss Winified Bmery. 
Miss Sophie ^3rre. 
Miss Nellie Bouvetie. 
Miss Ada Mellon. 
Mrs. Stephenson. 
Miss B. Stannaid. 



This was done at the Crystal Palace, November 
7th, 1882. 
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" Emiy, or the Aik on the Sands/' was another 
piece quite different from the one by Charles 
Rennell ahready mentioned, which had its initial 
performance at the Qneen's Theatre, Manchester, 
March loth, 1884. 

In 1884, ^y ^^ ^^y> ^* Pi^ Storey, the finest 
Rip Van Winkle since Jefferson, went on tonr with 
a Dickens repertoire company, and midertook 
such characters as Dick Swiveller, Tackleton, 
The Dodger, Squeers, and Micawber. 

Then for a few years comes a rest — ^in London, at 
any rate, but on August ist, 1903, the man^ement 
of the Adelphi put on " Em'ly," an adaptation of 
Charles Dickens's novel "David Copperfield" in 
four acts, by T. Gideon Warren and Ben Landeck. 



Danibl PBGGOrXY 
Ham ^ 

StBBRFORTH 

David CofpsefibEiD 
Uriah Hbbp ^. 
Mr. Wickfibij) 

IjXTDfBR 

micawbsr 

Mrs. Stbbrp(»th 

Rosa Dartls . . 

CURA PBGGOlty 

Mrs. GuiooDGB 
Martha .. 
Agnbs Wickfibu> 
Bbisky TftorwooD 



Mr. Charles Cartwiight^ 
Mr. Frank Cooper. 
Mr. Ben Webster. 
Mr. Banitigton Foote, 
Mr. Robb Harwood* 
Mr. Allen Thomas. 
Mr. Philip Darwin. 
Mr. Hany NicfaoUs. 
Miss Kimberley. 
Miss Nancy Piioe. 
Miss Bessie Harxisoo. 
Miss Caroline BwelL 
Mi ff^ May Munden. 
M3ss Maade Danks. 
Miss Agnes Thomas. 
Miss Madge Lessing. 
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Unfortunately this did not have a very long mn, 
but, apparently undaunted, Mr. Charles Cartwr^t 
tried another version, this time by Mr, H. Kellett 
Chambers, and entitled " Dan'l Peggotty," at the 
King's Theatre, Hammersmith, March nth, 1907. 
In the cast were Messrs. Charles Cartwright, I^ionel 
Belmore, Gerald I^wrence, Stanley Harrison, Charles 
Collette, A. B. Tappii^, J. D. Ross, and G. De Lara. 
Mesdames £. Sarjient, C. Selwynne, Helen Vicary, 
G. Walker, Nell Douglas, B. Grosvenor, L. Cavanagh 
and Bthd Ward. 

This company went into the country with one 
or two changes, for instance Miss Edith Cartwright 
played Rosa. 

In November of the same year, Mr. Collette; 
still playing Micawber, took charge of the company 
when he assigned the part of David Copperfield to 
a lady — for the first time, I believe — ^Miss Joan 
Derry, said to be the best boy impersonator on the 
stage. A condensed version of the drama, and en- 
titled " Micawber," was produced by Mr. Collette at 
the County Theatre, Kingston, November 9th, 1908, 
which he has since played all round the provinces. 

There was a rumour that *' David Copperfield " 
was to be produced in French at the Odeon. M. 
Max Maurey, the director of the Grand Guignol, 
was travelling in Switzerland early in June, 1908, 
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reading "David Copperfidd." "I was enjoying 
Dickens's work/' said M. Maurey, '' when I suddenly 
exclaimed half jokingly : ' What a glorious play 
one could make out of such a book/ ' All right/ 
retumed Antoine, without even looking up from 
Marie Antoinette's ' Letters/ ' Write the play and 
I will bring it out next season at the Odeon/ and it 
was settled then and there/' However, up to the 
present, the play has not been done in the French 
capital. But I have since learned from Mr. John 
N. Raphael that "David Copperfield" in ten 
tableaux really will be produced at the Odeon in 
May, 191 1 — ^perhaps before. 

Mr. B. W. Matz has called my attention to the 
following astounding, if not paralysing announce- 
ment of an American play, which embellished the 
programme, sent him from Winnip^. The play 
was performed at the Oliver Theatre, Lincoln^ 
January, 1906. It is described as ''A Great 
Scenic Melodrama," "A Hail Storm of Sensation," 
and " A Cyclone of Merriment." Mr. Matz, referring 
to it in the Dickensian, says, " It's title is ' What 
Women Will Do,' and it is written by Harry 
Jackson, whoever he may be. No one else is 
given any credit whatever for the production, 
although we find that the characters in it are 
WiDdns Micawber, Daniel Teggotty, Hiram Peggotty, 
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Uriah Heep, James Steerforth, David Copper- 
field, Sherijf Dudlty, Em'ly, Rosa Dartle, Mrs. 
P^^otty, Mis. Micawber, and Wilkins Micawber, 
junr. The synopsis of the story given follows, as 
such characters must, that of Dickens's book with 
' Specialities/ introduced at a country dance and 
a scene in Em'ly's apartments in Paris. How 
Mrs. P^^otty is brought to life must be an 
American secret. The whole, on the face of it, 
suggests a * penny plain and tuppenny coloured ' 
melodrama of the direst pattern, and perhaps the 
author of it feels he cannot conscientiously associate 
Dickens with it. On the other hand, he may 
consider that it is all the fruit of his own brain and 
therefore ask, ' Why drag in Dickens ? ' which 
perhaps explains his ignoring him entirely." 

The late Wilson Barrett also prepared a ** David 
Copperfidd" play, in which he purposed playing 
Ham, but his death in July, 1904, of course, put an 
end to all the preparations. 

As recently as September, 1910, a Dutch version 
of David Copperfield was presented at Amsterdam. 
It was translated by Messrs. Schouwburg Stoel and 
Spree, and in it the twelve-year-old daughter of Heer 
Spree played David Copperfield ; Tine V. d. Werf , 
Em'ly; Heer Marius Spree, Baas P^^otty; Heer 
Riders, Ham, and Betsy Cremer, Clara Peggotty. 
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CHAPTER XV 
''BLEAK HOUSE ^ 

NATURALLY one would have thought that 
the dramatic consecutiveness and power of 
" Bleak House " would at once arrest the attention 
of the playwrights in 1852, when the story first 
b^an to appear, in the usual monthly numbers, in 
March, and continued until August, 1853. For in 
the very opening chapters there is a suggestion of 
stroo^ human interest. And on the sti^e human 
interest is the $ine qua non, if the great heart of the 
palpitatii^ public is to be touched. Yet although 
the novel was highly popular, I have been unable to 
trace any adaptation of any importance until the 
year 1874, when, travelling, so to speak, to Cali- 
fornia, I find that Miss Jennie Lee, an English 
actress, chiefly known at the Strand Theatre, London 
as a '' burlesque boy," was appea'rii^ as Jo in her 
husband's (J. P. Burnett's) adaptation of ''Bleak 
House." In August, 1875, she returned with Mr. 
Burnett to London and played at the Surrey Theatre 
in the pantomime of ''Jack the Giant Killer." 
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On November 8, " Jo " was, however, tried at the 
Prince of Wales's Theatre, Liverpool. Then at the 
Globe Theatre on Monday, February 2ist, 1876, 
she enacted in London the title rdle *' Jo " from 
Dickens's famous story. The Athenaum said that 
she acted the character with " a realism and a pathos 
difficult to surpass. A more striking revelation of 
talent has seldom been made. In get-up and in 
acting the character was thoroughly realised ; and 
the hoarse voice, the slouching, dejected gait, and 
the movement as of some hunted animal, were 
admirably exhibited." The cast is well worth 
preserving — 

JO 
Sot I#RiCB8XBR DbdIiOCK . . Mr. B. Fzice. 
Mr. Tuxjonghorn • . . . Mr. J. P. Flockton. 

Mr. Snagsby Mr. J. B. Rae. 

Mr. Chadbamd Mr. Charies Wihnot 

Mr. Gxjfpv Mr. Charles Steyne. 

Mr. Buckbt Mr. J. P. Burnett. 

Jo Miss Jennie Lee. 

Lady DbdIiOCK . . Miss Louise Hibbert 

BSIHBR Miss NeUy Hanis. 

Mrs. Rouncewbix . . Miss Robertson. 

JBNMY MissVemon. 

Rosa MiasNorris. 

GuSTBR Miss Kate I^ee. 

Mrs. Snagsby Miss Steele. 

HoRtSNSB Miss Dolores Drummond. 

This was a most excellent drama, though Mr. 
Charles Dickens the youi^er does not say much 
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about it. "This, if it did not in itself rise beyond 
the usual level of such things was remarkable for 
the thoroughly admirable and genuinely pathetic 
performance of Jo by Miss Jennie Lee, a performance 
which may take rank with the very best of the stage 
presentations of Dickens's characters; and by 
another excellent piece of work in the Hortense of 
Miss Dolores Drummond." As a matter of fact, 
this performance made Miss Drummond's reputa- 
tion as an actress to be reckoned with, as she had 
then only been on the London boards two years. 
Mr. Charles Wilmot, who played Chadband, had 
only recently come to England from Melbourne, 
where he was highly respected as a clever actor and 
manager. He leased the Occidental Tavern in 
Fountain Court, Strand (Terry's Theatre now covers 
the site), which became quite the most popular 
theatrical rendezvous in town, and which, as the 
Coal Hole, had been the favourite haunt of the great 
Edmund Kean and many other theatrical celebrities. 
Thackeray refers to the Coal House under various 
names more than once in his many books. 

" Jo " could only run a few weeks, as Miss Ada 

Cavendish was engaged by the lessee, Francis Fairlie, 

to appear in a new drama by Wilkie Collins, called 

" Miss Gwilt," on Easter Monday, April 17th. But 

' Jo " was in the bills agaia in the following 
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THEATRE, 1876. 
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September with an altered cast, and it was also 
revived at the Strand Theatre in April, 1885, after 
Miss I^ee's extended Australian tour. Of this revival 
Clement Scott said " Jennie I^ee was, perhaps, the 
very best Jo that has ever appeared on the stage. 
She was so full of humanity, and a quaint pathos, 
that few could equal. In this production, the other 
characters that deserve mention were the Mr. 
TuUdnghom of I^eslie Corcoran ; Mr. Chadband of 
Mr. Charles Wilmot, Mr. Guppy of Gerald Moore, 
Lady Dedlock of Ada Ward, Esther of Florence 
Raybum, Mrs. Snagsby of Mrs. C. H. Stephenson, 
and the Hortense of Dolores Drummond." 

On March 27th, 1876, " Bleak House; or, 'Poor 
Jo,' " a drama in four acts, by George lyander, was 
first performed at the Pavilion Theatre, in which 
J. B. Howe took Jo, and Arthur Williams, Guppy. 
Mr. English was the Chadband ; F. Thomas, Bucket ; 
George Yates, Tulkinghom. Miss Harriett Clifton 
was the Hortense, and MissM. Foster, I^dy Dedlock. 

About this time another version was given at 
the Surrey Theatre by Terry Hurst, called simply 
" Poor Jo," and, curiously enough, in September, 
1876, at the same house, appeared a musical farce 
in one act by Frank W. Green and Oswald Allan, 
entitled " Jo v. Jo," but whether in any way con- 
nected with '' Bleak House " I am unable to say. 
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I should think not. At the Theatre Royal, Green- 
wich, on April 24th of the same year, there was done 
" Joe, the Waif," a drama by Herbert Rhoyds- 

In the country, at the Alexandra Opera House, 
Sheffield, April 28th the same jrear, I note ** Bleak 
House; or Poor Jo," by Miss Eliza Thome. At 
the Park Theatre, Camden Town " Poor Little Jo " 
made an effective appeal, July 2nd, 1877. This I 
am under the impression was by G. Murray Wood, 
for Miss Virginia Blackwood undertook the part of 
Jo. In fact it rained '* Bleak House " in various 
ways through the success of the piece at the Globe. 
" Poor Jo," a drama by H. Davenport, was pro- 
duced at the Theatre Royal, Southampton, February 
25th, 1878. Mr. Edward Compton had a version also 
in which he played Bucket. In July, 1892, Mr. 
James Mortimer brought to the Lj^c, London, for 
a matinee " Move on ; or, Jo the Outcast," originally 
produced several years previously in Hull and now 
re-christened simply " Jo." This was rather a series 
of tableaux, illustrating various episodes in the lives 
of the principal characters of the story, than a well- 
constructed drama. The cast was really excellent, 
and Lydia Cowell was a truly pathetic and moving 
Jo ; Maud Milton, proud and stately as Lady 
Dedlock, while Adrienne DairoUes was well fitted 
with the part of Hortense. As Guster, Louisa 
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Gourlay was distinctly humorotis, and Fanny 
Robertson an impressive Mrs. Rouncewell. Henry 
Bedford was a capable Bucket; E. Giradot was 
capital as Mr. TuUdnghom ; Henry Crisp was a 
good Chadband, while James Welch shone as Guppy, 
together with Charles Dodsworth as Snagsby, and 
Sir I^eicester Dedlock was represented by Lawrence 
D'Orsay. 

This same play as "Move on; or, the Crossing 
Sweeper/' was previously done in I/mdon at the 
Grand Theatre Islmgton, September ist, 1883. The 
cast was exceptionally strong, and the piece enjoyed 
a considerable reputation in the provinces. Mr. 
Mortimer attached to each of the dramatis personse 
a characteristic description taken from Dickens. 

Sot I#BiCBSr6R BmwCK . . Mr. Frank Stephenson. 

Bucket Mr. R. C I^yons. 

BfR. TuifKiNGHORN . . Mr. J. Hastings Batson. 

GXTFFY ^ Mr. P. Manning. 

BfR. Snagsby Mr. Victor Liston 

Jo ^ Miss I<ydia Cowdl. 

Thb Rsv. Mr. Chadband . . Mr. G. P. Caiey. 

Krocm: Mr. James O'Brien* 

The Coronsr Mr. W. B. Lane. 

CONSXABU Mr. James. 

Sbrvamt Mr. H. Bastland. 

Th« Bbadu Mr. J. C Howard. 

I^ADY Dbdi^ock . . Miss Helen Massey. 

Mdiae. Hortbnsb Miss Dolores Dnmmiond« 

BSIH8R SummsoN ^ ^ Miss UUan Dndl^r. 
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Rosa Miss Kate O'Brien. 

Mrs. Snagsby Miss B. lyorimer. 

GusTBR Miss Alice Charteris. 

Mrs. KovNCSwmx . . Miss Annie Brophy. 

Mrs. Fifsr Miss Hastings. 

The Grand was quite a new theatre — soon to be 
burnt to the ground and rebuilt. To go back a 
bit. " Jo, the Waif ; or, the mystery of Chesney 
Wood," began a tour at the Rotunda Theatre, 
Liverpool, July, 1881. The author's name was not 
given. After this there appeared " Lady Dedlock's 
Secret," by J. Palgrave Simpson, first produced at 
the Opera House, Aberdeen, April 3rd, 1874, then by 
amateurs at the Theatre Royal Windsor, November 
28th, 1883, and then at the Opera Comique, March 
26th, 1884. Mr. Charles Dickens the younger thought 
proper to write of this production as follows : — 

''The liberties which Mr. Palgrave Simpson 
allowed himself to take with his author were really 
unjustifiable even in a play which was described as 
being founded on an episode in Charles Dickens's 
* Bleak House.' It is, perhaps, excusable that 
Xrook should have murdered Mr. TuUdi^hom 
and have been denounced by Jo, who was a witness 
of the transaction, also that Jo should, among 
many other remarkable figures of speech, describe 
Lady Dedlock as saying that she was a servant 
though not with manners to conform. But the 
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concltisioa of the play in which Lady Dedlock (out 
of her mind) is escorted back to Chesney Wood by 
Jo, and has a r^ular conventional knockabout 
stage death scene, while Jo— who like Tiny Tim 
does not die — ^weeps by her side, to form a picture^ 
is a little too much. Mr. Palgrave Simpson proved 
himself on so many other occasions so adroit a hand 
at dramatic cookery, that it is surprising that he 
should have concocted such a hash as this, while 
it is still more astonishing that anybody should 
have thought it worth serving up to the public." 

That it was well acted the cast, which I give, 
will prove. 

Sir I^acBSTBR DVdvxk • • Mr. C. W. Somerset. 

Tui^KiNGHORN Mr. Robert Pateman. 

JARNDYCS Mr. Cedl Crofton. 

GUPFY Mr. Bmest Hendrie. 

Krook Mr. Hemy Kemble. 

Bucket Mr. Howard Russell. 

Jo Mr. Charles Coote. 

HIGGINSON Mr. Walton. 

SCROGGS Mr. Ginch. 

Lady Dsdi^ock . . Lady Monckton. 

BSTHSR SUMMBRSON . . . . Mis8 Dotothy Dene. 

In any case the piece was a fair success with 
theatre-goers. Lady Monckton, who had long been 
favourably known as an experienced amateur, 
made on this occasion her professional debut. After- 
wards she went to the Haymarket Theatre to play 
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Mrs. Ralston in ''Jim the Penman" under the 
management of Sir (then Mr.) Herbert Beerbohm 
Tree. 

Mr. J. P. Burnett's " Jo " was revived at Drury 
Lane Theatre, May 13th, 1896, when Miss Jennie 
Lee reappeared in her old part of the Crossing 
Sweeper. Of this performance Mr. William Archer 
wrote : '' It is a remarkable piece of acting and 
very genuinely Dickens-ish. Of course it has not 
gained in freshness or spontaneity ; but I saw it 
again with pleasure and fully understood its abiding 
popularity. . . . There is something refreshing in 
an occasional plunge into Dickens, even in this 
violently condensed form." Playing in this revival 
were Mr. Rudge Harding as Sir Leicester Dedlock ; 
Mr. Howard Roussell, Mr. Tulkinghom ; Mr. Alfred 
Balfour, Snagsby ; Mr. Robb Harwood, Chadband ; 
Mr. Charles Stuart, Guppy ; and Mr. Frank Mac- 
Vicars, Bucket ; Miss Alma Stanley, Lady Dedlock ; 
Miss Ada Lee, Hortense ; Miss Joan Burnett, Esther ; 
Miss Fanny Robertson, Mrs. Rouncewell; Miss 
Kathleen Gordon, Rosa ; Miss Katie Lee, Guster ; 
Miss Mary Bates, Jenny ; Mrs. Vernon Paget, Mrs. 
Snagsby; and Miss Jennie Lee, the never-to-be- 
forgotten Jo. 

The last important performance of ''Bleak 
House " was so named, with the sub-title of, '' Or 
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Events in the life of Jo." A version by Oswald 
Brand, produced at the Grand Theatre, Islington, 
June 1st, 1903. 



Sir Lbicesxbr Dsdi<ock, 

BfR. BUCKBT 
BfR. JARNDYCE .. 

Mr. Tui;kinghorn 
Richard Carston 

GUPFY . . 

J0BUN6 .. 

TURVKyDROP 

Mr. Snagsby 
Mr. Chadbamd . . 

SBRG8ANT GBORGB 
A C0NSTAB13 . . 
I^ADY DBDI«0CK 
JO .. .. 

bsthbr summbrson 
Ada Cure 
Mrs. Snaosby . . 
Miss Chadband 
Miss Jbexyby . . 
Pbbfy 

GXTSIBR . • 

A Shrvanx 

HORT8NSS 



Bart. 



Mr. I^eonard Yorke. 
Mr. W. R. Sutherland. 
Mr. Lawrence Derrick. 
Mr. FredAUen. 
Mr. L. Griffin. 
Mr. J. F. EUiston. 
Mr. B. Davey. 
Mr. A. Hemsley. 
Mr. J. Wr Bradbury. 
Mr. Hal CbUier. 
Mr. B. Chandler. 
Mr. George Blliott 
Miss Helen Bancroft 
Miss Kate Brand. 
Miss Winifred I^eeson. 
Miss Dora Levis. 
Miss Ada Francis. 
Miss Nellie Garence. 
Miss Mary Hardacre. 
little Sadie Gold. 
Miss Montague. 
Miss Gibbons. 
Miss May Howard. 



Mr. Oswald Brand, who was a most enterprising 
manager, died at the early age of fifty-two in 
Angost, 1908. 

At the Margate Theatre on November 26th, 
1903, yet another adaptation of the story was 
nrranged by J. Stillwell and W. Benson. 
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CHAPTER XVI 
''HARD TIMES ^ 

I DON'T think that " Hard Times " was ever a 
really popular work. It is so ftill of the dark 
and hard side of life, and if it were not for the little 
humour introduced through Mr* Sleary, of the horse- 
riding circus there would be scarcely a gleam of 
sunshine in the whole book. Besides it was written 
with a deliberate object, as Dickens explained in 
a letter to Charles Knight, and which might 
fittingly have served as a warning preface of 
what was to come. But these things apart, there 
is real drama in the story, though seemingly it 
has not appealed very much to writers for the 
theatre. Coketown, the scene of the novel was 
intended for an outljdng district of Manchester, 
which certainly is not the most cheerful city at 
the best of times. 

''Hard Times," after running as a serial in 
'' Household Words,'' came out in volume form in 
1854, with a dedication to the Chelsea Sage, Thomas 
Carlyle. A critic, writii^ of it at the time, said« 
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''This work is treated differently to any of his 
other books, and hardly sustains his reputation, 
being the least read and admired of his numerous 
fictions. The plot is meagre and aimless. The 
persons are too often exaggerated and overdrawn ; 
the design, apparently being to place facts, figures, 
science, and political economy in anything but a 
favourable or correct light. The education received 
by the Gradgrinds is preposterous." Ruskin, too, 
found fault with Dickens over his farcical treatment 
in characterisation of Bounderby and others of 
a serious subject. 

An amusing parody or skit on the tale by Robert 
Brough appeared in " Our Miscellany," a work, the 
joint production of that gentleman and Edmund 
Yates, the founder of The World, weekly journal. 
At the Strand Theatre on August 14th, 1854, a 
version by Fox Cooper was placed on the stage, 
and was well received, all the melancholy parts 
being cut out, and all the humour heightened as 
much as possible; the denouement being quite 
different from that to be found in Dickens 1 The 
new BUI for closing the public houses creating 
great excitement and discussion at that time, Mr. 
Gradgrind was made to exhibit strong animosity and 
hostility to the proposed measure. " Hard Times " 
was well cast. 
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HARD TEMBa 



Thomas Gradgrind, Esq. {M.P. 
for the Borough of Coh0' 
town — "Inflexible, dry, and 
dictatorial ; whose head had 
scarcely warehouse room for 
the hard facts stored inside ") Ifr. R. Romer. 

Mr. Josiah Boundbrby {"A 
man who was always prO' 
claiming through a brassy 
speahing-trumpet sort of voice 
his old ignorance and his old 
poverty ") Ifr. Barrett 

jAiiBS Harthouss, Esq. {"A 
thorough gentleman, made to 
the model of the time — weary 
of everything, and puiUng no 
more faiih in anything than 
Lucifer'') 

SmPHBN Bi^CKPOOl, ("A good 
Power-loom Weaver, and a 
man of perfect integrity — 
one of the hands who has 
hnown a pech of troubles ") 

TomGradgrind 

{commonly called " the 

Whelp") 

Subsequently the '* Fast 
\ Man" and" Rous ") .. 

BiTZBR {"His shin was so un- 
wholesomely deficient in the 
natural tinge, that he looked 
as though if he were cut he 
would bleed white ") ... Mr. Sidney. 
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Mr. Bernard. 
Mr. Douglas. 



Mrs. Long. 



SiiSARY {the manager of the Circus 
— " a man never sober, and 
yet never drunk ") • . 

Dr. Somerford 

Mrs. Gradgrind {"A thin, 
white, pink-eyed bundle of 
shawls — of surpassing feeble^ 
ness, mental and bodily ") . • 

Sissy JxTPBS 

f(** A bit of unsophisHcated 

nature") MissR. 

({In afterHme "Matured 
Friend and Commise' 
rating Companion ") .. 

Mrs. Sparsit (" Of ike family 
of the * Powlers,' who could 
trace themselves so exceed- 
i^fy f^ back, that it was 
fu>t surprising if they some" 
times lost themselves ") 

Rachbi, (" The owner of a quiet 
oval face, dark and rather 
delicate, irradiated by a pair 
of very gentle eyes, and set 
off by the perfect order of 
her shining silky hair ") . . 

Mrs. FBC^St {"A mysterious 
Old Woman, in a red cloak, 
who could stand outside the 
Bank for a whole day, from 
sunrise to sunset ") 

LoxTis A Gradgrind 

I{Achildnow) 
{But, at no distant day, a 
Woman all at once) 



Bdouin. 



Miss Fanny Beaumont. 



Mrs. Laws. 



]|/Ds8 Hammond* 



Mr. Ooortney. 
^fiss Bliza Sdonin. 



Miss Harriett Gordon. 
Hands, Sbrvants, Vqj^gbrs, Consxabi^s, &c. 
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This version, which certainly is a bad cme, and 
in which the most outrageous liberties are taken 
with the novel greatly incensed Charles Dickens 
the younger, and caused him to say some very 
bitter, but just things* 

At Astley's, Westminster Bridge Road, on April 
22nd, 1867, " Under the Earth ; or. Sons of Toil," 
was given as a dramatic version of " Hard Times," 
though without any adapter's name. This reminds 
me that John Porster records that an American 
admirer accounted for the vivacity of the drcos 
scenes by declaring that Dickens had ''arranged 
with the master of Astley's Circus to spend many 
hours behind the scenes with the riders among the 
horses ; a thing just as likely as that he went into 
training as a stroller to qualify for Mr. Crummies 
in ' Nickleby.' " Dickens was, of course, familiar 
with life behind and before the scenes of both theatres 
and circuses from early boyhood. 

The cast of *' Under the Earth," is interesting. 

J08IAH BouNDSRBY . . Mr. W. H. Stephens. 

Jambs HarXBOUSB . . Mr. T. W. Richardson. 

SOTEPHSN Bi^CKPOOl, . . . . Mr. James Pemandez. 

BiTzSR Mr. Bdward Atkins. 

THOBiAS Gradgrind, MP. . . Mr. James Blphinstone. 

Tom Gradgkind . . Mr. W. Arthnr. 

Mrs. Sparsit Miss A. Richardson* 

Rachbl ^ ^ ^ ... Miss Bdith Stuart 
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Loxmk Gradgsind . • Miss Marion. 
Mrs. FBC^St Mrs. Caolfield. 

This piece was, I now learn from Mr. W. H. C. 
Nation, dramatised and produced by himself. 

*' Mr. Gradgrind's System/' was performed for 
the first time at the Prince's Theatre, I<landudno, 
July 3rd, 1906. It has not reached London yet. 
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^UTTLE DORRIT'' 

** T HAVE not been able to find any record of any 
1 dramatic version of %ittleDonit.' The boldest 
adapter m^t well shrink from the task of drama- 
tising the Circumlocution office." That is not a 
very pleasant introduction, but that is what Charles 
Dickens's son cheerfully set down in his preface to 
the Macmillan Edition. However, the book was 
dramatised and presented at the Strand Theatre, 
November 13th, 1856. E. L. Blanchard said the 
performance was "very slow," while Theodore 
Taylor observed of the novel : " The work met with 
an immense sale in the serial form, but it is not now 
(1870) so popular as some of the other works of 
Mr. Dickens. The story was dramatised, and well 
represented at the Strand Theatre." 

In the preface to the first bound edition of 
" Littie Dorrit " in 1857, Charles Dickens wrote : 
"Some of my readers may have an interest in 
being informed whether or no any portions of the 
Marshalsea Prison are yet standing. I m3rself did 
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not know until I was approaching the end of this 
story, when I went bade to look* I found the 
outer front courtyard, often mentioned here, meta- 
morphosed into a butter shop ; and I then gave up 
every brick of the jail as lost. Wandering, however, 
down a certain adjacent 'Angel Court, leading to 
Bermondsey,' I came to 'Marshalsea Place,' the 
houses in which I recognised, not only as the great 
block of the former prison, but as preserving the 
rooms that arose in my mind's eye when I became 
I^ittle Dorrit's biographer. The smallest boy I 
ever conversed with, carrying the largest baby I 
ever saw, offered a ^upematurally intelligent 
explanation of the locality in its old uses, and 
was very nearly correct. How this young Newton 
(for such I judge him to be) came by his information, 
I don't know ; he was a quarter of a century too 
young to know anything about it himself, I 
pointed to the window where I<ittle Dorrit was 
bom, and where her father lived so long, and asked 
him what was the name of the lodger who tenanted 
that apartment at present. He said, * Tom Pythick.' 
I asked him who was Tom Pythick ? and he said, 
' Joe Pythick's uncle 1 ' " 

A newspaper note in January, 1902, stated that 
" I^ittle Dorrit's playground, which has just been 
opened for children^ recalls inevitably the old 
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Marshalsea, and all it meant in the life of Dickens 
and his characters. The building that I^ittle Dorrit 
knew, itself the successor of an earlier prison, 
which in Queen Elizabeth's time ranked next to 
the Tower, had in 1842 ceased to exist as a prison. 
Since then the felons' portion has disappeared* 
Thanks, however, to its utilisation for business 
purposes, the debtors' prison remains intact. The 
Ulterior has been remodelled, but tablets have been 
placed in various parts to mark interesting spots 
referred to by Dickens." This part has been pre- 
served and still remains untouched. Dickens, as 
is well known, incorporated much of Ins own early 
life experiences in connection with the Marshalsea 
Prison in " Little Dorrit." In the Daily Chronicle 
for December ist, 1906, there appeared a " Chat 
with I<ittle Dorrit," an aged lady who was supposed 
to be the original of Charles Dickens's touching 
portraiture, but it has been proved beyond doubt 
that the old dame — she Uved at New Southgate— 
had in some way or the other misunderstood the 
facts, and her memory had played her false. 

In the course of an interesting address, delivered 
at Liverpool in November, 1908, on books and art, 
Mr. G. Bernard Shaw said, " One of the greatest 
writers ^gland ever produced was Charles Dickens, 
who had not yet been half enough read. One of 
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the greatest books ever written in the English 
language was * I^ittle Dorrit/ " I am afraid there 
are not many critical people who will subscribe to 
this opinion, although at the same time *' I^ittle 
Dorrit " is a great work, and full of real life and 
real character. 

The notice of the Strand Theatre in The Era of 
Sunday, November i6th, 1856, gives the following 
account of "Little Dorrit/' ''The slight draw- 
back that Mr. Dickens has not got more than half- 
way through his novel of ' little Dorrit ' has not 
in the slightest degree proved a barrier to the work 
being dramatised by the anticipating gentleman 
who has provided this theatre with his ' version ' 
of the story. With that easy recklessness of 
adapters generally, and with sublime indifference 
to the original author's design which has before 
now called forth the severest sarcasms from the 
writer of 'Nicholas Nickleby/ we have the plot 
capriciously twisted, turned and terminated to suit 
this stage, and forestall the others, and the un-* 
fortunate victim is mutilated on the same principle 
as that adopted by the classical robber of antiquity 
and cut down Procrastes fashion to fit the place, the 
lopping off of a head or limb producing no remorse 
with the operator. 

'' The story as we have it in the drama is limited 
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to the incarceration of the ' Father of Marshalsea/ 
and the piece ends with the restoration of Mr. 
Dorrit to his property. As the novelist especially 
contrived to render his earlier chapters as undramatic 
as possible, it will be easily imagined that the 
adaptation of them to the stage has not imparted 
to the plot the spirit that is infused into the descrip- 
tion rather than the incidents. 

''The first act hangs fire very much, and the 
humour of the Circumlocution-office requires to 
be read, rather than represented, to make it intel- 
ligible, so that with the absence of strong dramatic 
situations and the retention of long undramatic 
speeches, there is a dearth of that excitement whidi 
is the means of sustaining, as well as creating, an 
interest in the progress of the plot. The circum- 
scribed range of the story, as here told, even seems 
to have necessitated the constant reproduction of 
the same scenes, and thus the monotony is not 
even relieved by the variety of objects presented 
to the eye, which, on the special authority of Mr. 
I^indley Murray, is to be considered pleasing. The 
piece, however, has the recommendation of being 
well acted. 

" Miss Emma Wilton, who plays I^ittie Dorrit, 
exhibits no inconsiderable amount of talent, and 
her earnestness and patiios showed a power of 
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delmeation that induces a belief in a longer pro- 
fessional career than her apparent youthfulness 
would suggest. Miss Cuthbert, with an utter 
abrogation of femmme attractions that of itself 
is creditable to the judgment of the actress, makes 
up an admirable Maggie, whose devotion to her 
' little mawther ' has been so well portrayed by 
the novelist. The nearest realisation of the portraits 
drawn by the author is given by Mr. Neville, whose 
very mannerism enables him to give a closer em- 
bodiment of Mr. Dorrit's peculiarities, whilst his 
dress is so exact that Mr. Habl6t K. Browne might 
have performed himself the office of costtunier. 
The Tite Bamade of Mr. Kinlock is another happy 
personation, from its being peculiarly suited to the 
actor's style. Mr. G. I^ee caricatures honest John 
Chivery with the red nose, long-tailed coat, and 
limp hair, that have been the recognised properties 
of the ' comic lover ' from time immemorial, and 
which have all the mouldiness of provincial anti- 
quity about them, whilst Mr. J. Clarke stands pro- 
xninently forth as rendering the steaming, snorting 
Pancks a vivid, life-like character. The rest present 
no claims to remark, and when it is added that each 
tableau is marked by melodramatic music to enable 
the audience to remember that the respective 
positions of the dramatis personae are copied from 
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the monthly illustrations, and that a well-painted 
scene of Southwark Bridge is the only novelty of 
embellishment, we have said all that the public 
will care to know of the ' new and original ' (I) 
drama of 'Wttle Dorrit' {vide play bill passim) 
produced on Monday night at the Strand." 

A German theatrical craftsman has also taken the 
dramatisation of " Wttle Dorrit " in hand. I quote 
the following from the Dickensian of November, 
1905. 

" A German dramatised version of * Wttle Dorrit,' 
by Herr Franz Schoenthan, under the title of 
' Klein Dorrit,' a comedy in three acts, was pre- 
sented on October 5th at the Imperial Hofburg 
Theatre in Vienna. It was excellently mounted, 
and well received, although apparently it was not a 
very adequate representation of the original story. 
The principal characters were sustained by Herr 
Thiemig and Praulein Retty. It was stated that 
the play was to be produced simultaneously at 
forty theatres in Germany, Austria and Hungary." 
It was done at Berlin, September 15, 1906, with 
Herr Volmer as Old Dorrit, and Praulein Eschbom 
as the heroine. 
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CHAPTER XVm 
^^A TALE OF TWO CITIES^ 

THERE is a remarkable history attached both 
to the book and the plays dealing with this 
most beautiful story. John Porster wrote in regard 
to it, " The first notion occurred to him (Dickens) 
while acting with his friends and his children in the 
summer of 1857, ^ ^^* Wilkie CoUins's drama of 
' The Frozen Deep.' " But many things were dis- 
turbing Charles Dickens just then, and it was not 
until twelve months later that he set to work in 
earnest, and " A Tale of Two Cities " began to appear 
in All the Year Round, April 30th, 1859. This 
is an important date. 

When Mr. Martin Harvey produced " The Only 
Way " at the Lyceum Theatre on February i6th, 
1899, the old controversy that existed long ago 
was revived as to whether Dickens borrowed from 
Watts Phillips's " Dead Heart " or whether Watts 
Phillips was indebted to Dickens, or both to Dtunas's 
'' Chevalier de la Maison Rouge," yirhich was pro- 
duced in Paris some twelve years before either the 
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English play or the English book was bom. The 
great act of self-sacrifice exhibited both by novelist 
and dramatist, almost simultaneously in their 
works, however, had been utilised even before 
Dumas by, amongst others, Edward Bulwer Lytton, 
in his extraordinary romance of " Zanoni "—of 
which more presentiy — so that on this point there 
is no need to dwell for the moment. Dickens's 
" Tale of Two Cities " first came out, as I have 
already stated, in AU the Year Round in 1859 
as a serial, beginning in the month of April ; while 
the " Dead Heart " was produced at the Adelphi 
Theatre in the following November by Benjamin 
Webster, who had held the manuscript, however, of 
the play since the latter part of 1856. 

According to the late John Coleman, Watts 
Phillips gave this version of the matter. 

" My first play was * The Dead Heart ' ; it was 
not only my first play, but the first play of mine 
which Webster accepted, although 'Joseph Chavigny ' 
was the first play of mine he ever brought out. It 
was produced in the summer of '57. It was all 
Webster and Celeste." This piece was not a 
success. 

"But," continued Watts PhilUps, "I didn't 
believe in being beaten, so I set to woik immediately 
on ' The Poor Stroller,' never ceasing, however, to 

270 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^A Tale of Two Oties'* 

uige upon Webster the prodtiction of 'The Dead 
Heart/ Prom some tmaccountable reason he still 
held off, so I thought I'd try Phelps. I described 
the play to him, and he offered to produce it if I 
could induce Webster to give it up. I then pro- 
posed to buy it back, but he would not hear of 
that, though he still persisted in postponii^ its 
production. To mollify me, he produced 'The 
Poor Stroller ' at the b^inning of '58. It was a 
succis d'estime, and that was all ; my poor ' Dead 
Heart' was shelved for another year. Oh, that 
weary, weary waiting ; I protest I can't think of it 
now without a shudder. Hope deferred maketh the 
heart grow sick, and I was sick, sore, sorry, and 
desperately hard up besides. 

" Imagine if you can, then, my feelings when, 
in the middle of 1859, 1 ^^^ ' A Tale of Two Cities,' 
in Household Words. No, stay I It was then 
transmogrified into ' All the Year Round.' Three 
years and more I had awaited Webster's goodwill 
and pleasure, but now I raised Cain, until my poor 
play was put into rehearsal, and at length it was 
produced at the b^inning of November, 1859." 

After a night or two, the play roused the very 
heart of I/mdon, and an enormous success had been 
achieved. " But," adds John Coleman, " let me 
continue in my own way. 
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'« Charles Dickens's story aroused great entfau- 
siasm at the time of its publication and dramatisa- 
tions began to spring up everjrwhere, directly its 
immensely human story began to develop, but not 
until the ' Dead Heart ' had been done and had 

* caught on/ In justice, therefore, to the memory 
of a brilliant dramatist who gave so many excellent 
plays to the English stage, it is only fair to emphasise 
exactly how matters stood at the time when party 
feeling ran very high as to the claims of Dickens and 
Phillips. As already indicated, Phillips was urging 
Webster to put on * the Dead Heart ' all through 
1859 and for two years previously, and after he had 

* almost renounced all hope he was overjoyed to 
learn that the manager had at last made up his 
mind to bring forward the piece.' This was 
decidedly owing to the serial issue of Dickens's 
story, which, to Phillips's annoyance, seemed to 
anticipate some of his situations. Then the drama- 
tist grew happy and buoyant once more, and eagerly 
discussed by letter the casting of the play. The 
piece, excellently represented, was quite an un- 
precedented work." 

The drama was produced at the Adelphi on 
November loth, 1859. ^ give a copy of the pro- 
gramme: 
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THE DBAD HBART. 
A Drama in a Froi^ogub and Thrbb Acts. 
By Watxs Phqaifs. 
Thb Count db St. Valerie Mr. John Billington. 
The Abb£ Latour . . Mr. David Fisher. 

Robert Landry . . Mr. Benjamin Webster. 

Jacques Le Grand . . . . Mr. Stuart. 
REBOUC \ ( Mr. Paul Bedford. 

MiCHSE* [ {artisU and students) < Mr. W. H. Ebume. 
Jean ) ( Mr. Moreland. 

Pierre Mr. Conran. 

TOUPET {penuquier and coiffeur) Mr. J. L. Toole. 
JOCRISSE (owner of the cabaret 

" Us Trois Ecus ") . . Mr. C. J. Smith. 

Baptiste Duvai, . . Mr. Page. 

Fbrbras (a blacksmith) . . Mr. Aldiidge. 

Bmirean (crier) . . . . Mr. R. Romer. 

Martinet (officer of gendarmes) Mr. Howard. 
Catherine Dxtvai, . . . . Miss Woolgar. 

Cerisette Miss Kate Kelly. 

Rose MissLaidlaw. 

The majority of the critics praised the work, but 
there were several who allied that Phillips was 
indebted for his main ideas to " Monte Cristo " and 
to ''Maison Rouge/' which he promptly denied. 
Moreover, the author knew only too well that when 
he was accused of purloining from Dickens, as 
speedily happened, he had a harder task to dear 
himself. Already in the June of 1859, when "A 
Tale of Two Cities " was being eagerly read, Phillips 
reproached Webster for delaying the production* 
** Of course they will make a play of Dickens's new 
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tale. . • . And now, owing to a delay of years, 
Dickens puts into words what I had hoped long c^o 
to see put into action," wrote Phillips to Webster. 
There were several startling coincidences in the two 
works, but the part of the story in which Sydney 
Carton's heroic deed was described did not appear 
until after the play was produced. In February, 
i860, after the piece had nearly reached its hundredth 
night, and after Tom Taylor's version, prepared with 
the assistance of Dickens himself, was done at the 
Lyceum as " A Tale of Two Cities," January 30th, 
i860, Benjamin Webster had to protest c^ain — 
having already defended Phillips from the charge of 
plagiarism on several occasions — and wound up 
his letter by saying, '' It is also well known, and I 
can immediately prove it, that ' The Dead Heart ' 
was written and paid for years before * A Tale of 
Two Cities,' or the periodical in which it appeared, 
was dreamed of." The dramatist went so far as to 
say that the piece was *' seen by Dickens long ago." 
The writer of the " I,ife of Watts PhilUps," published 
in 1891, says, " It seems that when he (W. P.) first 
sent the piece to Webster, the latter took it down to 
Brighton and there read it to two or three friends, 
one of whom was the novelist." 

The closing scene of " The Dead Heart " in a 
d^ree is certainly to be found in Dumas's " Chevalier 
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de la Maison Rottge/' and Carlyle describes a similar 
incident of self-sacrifice — b, very natural one — in his 
" French Revolution." It can also be recognized, 
as I have previously said, in Lord liytUm's 
" Zanoni/' 

Mr. Justin Huntley McCarthy, at the time of 
the revival of " The Dead Heart " at the I^yceum 
Theatre, in 1889, wrote : ^' Much has been said 
about the resemblance between the sacrifice in ' The 
Dead Heart ' and the sacrifice in ' A Tale of Two 
Gties.' I have not seen it pointed out anywhere 
that a very similar sacrifice is to be found in the 
end of Dumas the Elder's brilliant revolutionary 
play, ' I^e Chevalier de la Maison Rouge,' which was 
first performed at the Theatre Historique on August 
3rd, 1847 — and some twelve years before ' The Dead 
Heart ' was produced or ' A Tale of Two Cities ' 
published." 

As a matter of fact, I pointed this out myself in 
The Era many years s%o. It is difficult, as John 
Coleman says, to realise that this coincidence should 
have escaped recognition in the very theatre where, 
six years after the production of Dumas's play, and 
exactly six years before the production of ''The 
Dead Heart," Dion Boudcault's adaptation of the 
former work—" Genevieve ; or, the Reign of Terror " 
— ^was made memorable by the genius of Madame 
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Celeste, Alfred Wigan, and Benjamin Webster in 

1853. 

John Coleman declares deliberately that "one 
thing is properly certain ; it never could have 
escaped the eagle eye of the acute manager (Webster) , 
inasmuch as he was himself the chivalrous I/)rin 
who sacrifices his own life to save that of his friend. 
It is possible, and even probable, that it was owing 
to this remarkable coincidence that Webster post- 
poned the production of ' The Dead Heart ' for so 
long a period after he had bought it." 

It has been suggested that Dumas himself was 
undoubtedly indebted to I/ord I^ytton's " Zanoni " 
for his idea va"lte Chevalier de la Maison Rouge," 
as that piece did not make its appearance until four 
years and eight months after the weird " Zanoni," 
which was published in January, 1842. Now, in 
the last chapter of the last book of Lord I^ytton's 
work (the donnSe of which is the Reign of Terror) 
occurs the sacrifice of the heroic precursor of Robert 
I^andry and Sydney Carton. Zanoni's self-im- 
molation, however, takes a nobler form, inasmuch 
as he lays down the gift of perpetual youth and 
immortal life to save the woman he loves from the 
guillotine. 

But enough of " The Dead Heart " in which, 
however. Sir Henry Irving was magnificent in 
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the Lyceum revival, September 28th, 1889. As 
was anticipated, Charles Dickens's fascinating 
romance was dramatised at once, with and without 
the author's consent being obtained, and played at 
the minor houses. 

The best version was that prepared by the skilful 
Tom Taylor, under the aegis of Charles Dickens, who 
" in the kindest manner superintended the pro- 
duction of the piece," and " A Tale of Two Gties " 
went into the evening bills at the Lyceum Theatre, 
then under the management of Madame Celeste, who 
had recently seceded from the Adelphi, January i8th, 
i860. In the cast were Madame Celeste, Walter 
Lacy, Kate SaviUe, T. Lyon, James Vining, Fred 
Villiers, James Johnstone, Rouse, Forrester and 
Sam Johnson who, by the way, played in "The 
Only Way " at the same theatre, February i6th, 
1899. The dance of the " Carmagnole," with the 
ordinal music, formed a very effective tableau, 
and the trial of Damay was also a faithful repro- 
duction. John Coleman, who was present at the 
first night of " A Tale of Two Gties," gives his 
impressions thus : " It was an admirable production 
in all respects, both as to acting and mounting. 
Certain impersonations in this drama have not been 
excelled, perhaps not equalled, in our time — ^notably 
Madame Celeste's boy in the prologue and her 
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Madame Def aige in the play ; the pathetic I^ucy 
Manette of Miss Kate Saville ; the Doctor Manette 
of James Vining ; the sympathetic Sydney Carton 
of poor Fred Villiers, and the wonderful wicked 
Marquis of Walter I^acy, The two plays ' caught 
on/ and their resemblance to each other having 
attracted universal attention, society divided itself 
into two factions — the Celestites and Dickensites, 
the Websterites and the Phillipsites. Then came 
accusations and recriminations as to coincidences 
and pk^arisms, and bad blood arose on both 
sides." But, of course, each house benefited by 
the controversy. 

On July 7th, i860, another piece entitled '* The 
Tale of Two Cities ; or, the Incarcerated Victim of 
the Bastille," by Fox Cooper, was put on at the 
Victoria Theatre, in which there were no less than 
forty-two speaking parts. This was described as 
'' An Historical drama in a prologue and four acts." 
In the cast were Messrs. Byefield, Alfred Raymond, 
W. H. Pitt, George Yamold, J. Howard, and Mrs. 
Charles Boyce and Mrs. £• F. Saville. Speaking of 
this piece, Johnnie Gideon said, " In it three parts 
stood out most conspicuously. They were the 
Solomon Barsad of Jack Bradshaw, the Vengeance 
of F. Wilton and the Miss Pross of Mrs. Isaac 
Cohen, then Miss Fanny Harrison. The character 
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of Dr. Manette was taken without acknowledgment 
by Dickens from an old Ambigu drama by MM. 
Anicet Boigeois and Ferdinand Dugue, called ' La 
Bonquetiere des Innocents/ " 

Another adaptation was prepared by an actor 
named H. J. Rivers, called "The Tale of Two 
Cities," to which I refer at the end of this chapter. 

Tom Taylor's " Tale of Two Gties " was put on 
at the Grecian Theatre for a short run, December 
9th, 1878. Mr. Frederick Dobell was the Marquis 
de St. Evremond, Mr. William James, Charles 
Damay ; Mr. A. Syms, Sydney Carton ; Mr. H. 
Parker, Dr. Manette; Mr. E. Vincent, Ernest 
Defarge; Miss A. Denvil, I^ude Manette; Miss 
Mabel Vemer, Therese De Faige ; The Vengeance, 
Miss A. Reed ; and Jerry Cruncher, Mr. Harry 
Nicholls, who, in his time, has played many Dicken- 
sian characters, such as Mr. Pang with Mr. J. 1,. 
Toole in " Oliver Twist," the Artful Dodger in the 
same play, Uriah Heep, Micawber and others. 

At the Royal Mirror (late the Holbom) Theatre, 
Holbom, on October i8th, 1875, was produced ** All 
for Her," by J. Palgrave Simpson and Herman C. 
Merivale, in which John Clayton, as the hero 
Hugh Trevor, achieved the greatest success of his 
artistic career. 

As *' All for Her " was never published, I give 
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the names of the players from the programme of the 
£rst night. 



Lord Bdbndai«b 
COLONBtr Dambr 
Hugh Trevor 
Radford 
Lindsay .. 
Morris . • 
Hamilton 
Greystonb 
Officer •• 
Crake 

Lady Marsden 
Mary Rivers 



Mr. Crauford. 
Mr. Ferrand. 
Mr. John Clayton. 
Mr. Horace Wigan. 
Mr. Laurence. 
Mr. Henry. 
Mr. Saunders. 
Mr. H. Leigh. 
Mr. Harriscm. 
Mr. G. Yamold. 
Miss Rose Coghlan. 
Miss Caroline Hill. 



The Authoni wish it to be known that the part of Hugh 
Trevor has been derived from the character of Sidney 
Carton in the "Tale of Two Cities," by the express per- 
mission of the late Charles Dickens. 

That was the note on the programme. The 
piece, which " drew all London " for many months, 
was revived at the Court Theatre, April I2th, 1883, 
when John Clayton resumed his original part, 
supported by W. H. Brougham as Lord Kdendale, 
Gilbert Farquhar as Colonel Damer, Mr. W. 
Madntosh as Radford, Mr. John Willes as Lindsay, 
Mr. T. Burnley, Crake, and Mr. Gilbert Trent as 
Greystone. Miss Marion Terry was Lady Marsden, 
and Miss Kate Rorke, Mary Rivers. 

Edgar Pemberton, writing of the piece, sajrs 
'' the authors of * All for Her ' did not announce 
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their play as an adaptation of 'A Tale of Two 
Cities/ nor were they called upon to do so, but they 
made admirable use of the Carton episodes, and in 
doing so produced a work which was ungrudgingly 
acknowledged to be the most powerful that had 
been seen on the stage for some years." Mr. 
Femberton, in his statement about the authors not 
announcing their play as being derived from 
Dickens's inspiration, as I have shown, is in- 
correct, though the " note " did not appear on 
the Court programme. 

On February 7th, 1884, " A True Story Told in 
Two Gties," by Eliot Galer, was produced by him at 
the Royal Opera House, Leicester, and then " 1790," 
a play in four acts, by Henry Hunt, taken from 
Charles Dickens's " Tale of Two Gties," was played 
at the Bath Saloon Theatre, Sheffield, on October 
29th and November ist, 1894. 

Mr. Eliot Galer's play had a considerable run at 
Leicester and round the country at the time. 

On January 2nd, 1893, T. Edgar Pemberton 
produced " Sydney Carton " in a prologue and four 
acts at the Theatre Royal, Norwich. 

Perhaps it is not generally known that Dickens 
had thoughts of creating on the stage the character 
of Sydney Carton himself. He thus distinctly 
states the fact: ''When I was acting with my 
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children and friends, in Mr. Willde CoUins's drama 
of * The Frozen Deep/ I first conceived the main 
idea of the story. A strong desire was npon me 
then to embody it in my own person ; and I traced 
out in my fancy the state of mind of which it would 
necessitate the presentation to an observant spectator 
with particular care and interest." This character 
was of course Sydney Carton. 

'' As the idea became familiar to me/' he con- 
tinues, ** it gradually shaped itself into its present 
form. Throughout its execution it had complete 
possession of me ; I have so far verified what is 
done and suffered in these pages, as that I have 
certainly done and suffered it all myself." 

He sent the proof sheets to his frigid Regnier of 
the Theatre Frangaise and wrote : " I should very 
much like to know what you think of its being 
dramatised for a French theatre." Regnier replied 
that, as he judged, such a play would be prohibited 
by the authorities. In one of his letters to Miss 
Mary Boyle, Dickens said : " I must say that I like 
my Carton, and I have a faint idea sometimes that 
if I had acted him, I could do something with his 
life and death." 

Of course " The Only Way," by Freeman Wills 
and Frederick I^angbridge, both dergym^i, by the 
way, may be considered the last word in adaptations 
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as far as "A Tale of Two Cities" is ooncemed. 
Martin Harvey's splendid perfonnance of Sydney 
Carton placed him at once in the front rank of 
romantic actors, his graceful bearing and musical 
voice greatly adding to his skill and popularity, 
while his charming wife Miss de Silva made a most 
admirable and touching Mimi. 

As a matter of record I print the full cast. 

TUB ONI^Y WAY. 

A Tai^ op Two Citibs. 

A Romantic play, in a Prologae and Pour Acts. Adapted 
by Freeman Wills from Charles Dickens's Novel. 
Produced at the Lyceum Theatre, on Thursday, 
February i6th, 1899. 

Characxbrs in the Froi^ogub. 

JBAN DSPARGB Mr. Holbrook Blimi. 

Dr. ManMTB Mr. Fred Bverill. 

Marquis db St. Bvrbmondb Mr. Acton Bond. 

VicoMTB DB St. Bvrbmondb Mr. H. Nye Chart. 

A Fbasant Mr. T. Arthur Jones. 



Charao 


tBRS IN THB FifAY. 


Sydnby Carton 




Mr. Martin Harvey. 


Qrnbst DBPARGB 




Mr. Holbrook Blinn 


Mr. Lorry 




Mr. J. G. Taylor. 


Mr. Stryvbr 




Mr. Sam Johnson. 


Dr. Manbttb . . 




Mr. Fted Bveiill. 


Ch/vrlks Darnay 




Mr. Herbert Sleath. 


Prbsidbnt 




Mr. F. Tyars. 


PUBUC Prosbcutor . 




Mr. Frank Vernon. 


COMIB DB FaUCHBT . 




Mr. Ben Webster. 
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M. DB Maury Mr. Havard Arnold. 

Marquis db BoulainviUiIBRS Mr. B. Bardley Howard. 
GabbiaB Mr. HenaoiL 



Barsad . • 
First Citizbn .. 
Sbcond CmzBN 
Pmsx Juryman 
Sbcond Juryman 
Lucy Manbttb 
Thb Vbngbancb 

A CmZBNBSS 

MDa 



Mr. A. Ungley. 
Mr. Predk. PoweU. 
Mr. Hawley Ftancks. 
Mr. Stone. 
Mr. Herbert Innes. 
Miss Grace Warner. 
Miss Marriott. 
Miss Uzzie Webster. 
Miss de Silva. 



Mr. Martin Harvey has played " The Only Way " 
throughout the country, and at the Prince of Wales's 
and Apollo Theatres, and while acting Sydney 
Carton at the Adelphi Theatre in July, 1907, " The 
Only Way " scored its thousandth representation. 
"Sydney Carton's Sacrifice" was the title of a 
sketch prepared by B. Soane Roby, and produced 
at the Camberwdl Palace, January 28th, 1907. 

On November 29th, 1909, Mr. Hayden CoflBn pro- 
duced a dramatic sketch called " Sydney Carton " 
at the Metropolitan Music Hall after which, ad- 
mirably playing the title rSU himself, he presented 
it round the country, at the Empire, I^cester 
Square, and the Coronet Theatre, Notting Hill. 

Here is a curious coincidence. Tom Taylor's 
*'A Tale of Two Cities" was produced at the 
Lyceum Theatre, January 30th, i860, Fox Cooper's 
"The Tale of Two Cities" was presented at the 
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^A Tale of Two Qties;' 

Victoria Theatre, July 7th, i860. In between these 
two pieces Davidson the publisher issued "The 
Tale of Two Cities," by Henry J. Rivers, an actor, at 
the Olympic Theatre. This play is word for word, 
and scene for scene identical with the one by Fox 
Cooper, George Daniel, who writes an eulogistic 
preface to Rivers' piece, declares that the manu- 
script was in the hands of the printers " before Mr. 
Tom Taylor's tale unfolded itself at the Lyceum." 
Was Fox Cooper also Henry J. Rivers— or, what 
happened? I have never seen H. J. Rivers' name 
down as an author, while that of Fox Cooper is well 
known* 
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CHAPTER XIX 
^ GREAT EXPECTATIONS^ 

AS in the case of " ATaleof Two Qties/' Dickens 
ran " Great Expectations," first of all through 
the columns of AU the Year Round, commencing 
with the number for December ist, i860. It was 
then published in three volumes in 1861, with 
illustrations by Marcus Stone and a dedication to 
Chauncey Hare Townshend. Speaking of the tale 
when he began its composition, Dickens said, ''I 
have made the opening, I hope in its general effect, 
very droll. I have put a child and a good-natured 
foolish man in relations that seem to me very 
funny. Of course I have got in the pivot on which 
the story will turn, too — and which, indeed, as you 
remember, was the grotesque tragi-comic conception 
that first encouraged me." 

That curiously strange personage in the tale. 
Miss Havisham, is believed to have been drawn 
from a lady who lived near Hyde Park, and who 
was burnt to death in her house. '' It is further 
conjectured," explains F. G. Kitton in his '' Life of 
Didcens" that ''for purposes of the story the 
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novelist partly availed himself of the wedding break- 
fast incident related in Household Words/m connection 
with an old and historic London tavern, known as 
' Dirty Dick's ' in Bishopi^ate Street Without." 

As already indicated, Dickens had a great 
admiration for the talents of J. L. Toole as an actor, 
and he was particularly anxious that he should play 
Joe Gargery in an adaptation of " Great Expecta- 
tions " (a part that ultimately fell into the capable 
hands of Edward R^hton), and after seeing and 
praising his excellent acting as Dick DoUand in 
H, J, Byron's " Unde Dick's Darling " at the old 
Gaiety Theatre, Strand, December 13th, 1869, 
Dickens good-humouredly asked Toole if he thought 
it possible that the dramatist had ever heard of 
another warm-hearted " cheap-jack " whose name 
was Dr. Marigold ? 

It is well-known that Didcens highly approved 
of J. L. Toole's impersonations of his creations, and 
the novelist himself declared that all the time he 
was writing '* Great Expectations " " he had the 
famous actor in his mind for the part of Joe 
Gargery." As a matter of fact, Dickens dramatised 
his own story— and this fact has only recently been 
discovered — and it was published in t86i by 
J. Holsworth at the office of "All the Year Round," 
Wellington Street, Strand. "'Great Expectations.' 
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A Drama in Three Stages. Pomidedon.andamipiled 
from, the story of that name. By Charles Dickens." 
It was entered at Stationer's Hall. The piece is most 
interesting but not dramatic, as there is scarcely 
any action. It opens, however, with great promise, 
and then resolves itself too much to mere narrations 
of scenes and incidents. In the last act there is much 
more movement, however. I believe a copy of this 
very rare play by Dickens is priced at thirty pounds. 
" Great Expectations " was not acted in 
London until it was produced at the Court Theatre 
under the management of Mr. Edward Righton, 
May 29th, 1871, when a version was written by Mr. 
(now Sir) W. S. Gilbert. 

Job Gargbry Mr. Edward Righton. 

Pip (in Act I.) Miss Jessie Powell. 

Pip (tfi Acts II. and III.) . . Miss Maggie Brennan. 

Magwixch Mr. J. C. Cowper. 

Oruck Mr. William Belford. 

Serjeant Druce . . . . Mr. T. W. Edmonds. 

JAGGBRS Mr. John Clayton. 

HERBERT Pocket . . . . Mr. R. Astley. 

Serjeant Fii<ch . . Mr. C. Parry. 

(Xerk Mr. Jarvis. 

The Avenger Master Sdmonds. 

SSTEifLA Miss ISleanor Bufton. 

Mrs. Gargery Miss Manor. 

Biddy Miss Kate Bishop. 

A year later, 1872, at Wallack's Theatre, New 
York, there was presented " My Unknown Friend/' 
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a drama in three acts by Shafto Scott, ''being a 
dramatised version of the novel ' Great Expecta- 
tions ' by the late Charles Dickens," 

GREAT EXPECTATION& 

Charactbrs m Act I. 
Pip (" My father's family name 

being Pirip, and my Chris- 
tian name Philip, my infant 

tongue could make of both 

names nothing longer or 

more explicit than ' Pip ' ") Miss I^ewis. 
Sbrgbanx Bbnson COn the 

chase in the name of the 

Queen, and wanting a black' 

smith ") 
ABSJ4 Magwtcch ("A fearful 

man, all in coarse gray, with 

a great iron on his leg") . . 
Oruck (" This man was dressed 

in coarse gray, too, and had 

a great iron on his leg — and 

was lame, and hoarse, and 

cold, and was everything that 

the other man was ") «.. Mr. Amott 
Job Gargbry (" Joe was a man 

with curls of flaxen hair on 

each side of his smooth face, 

and with eyes of such un- 

decided blue, that they seemed 

almost to have got mixed with 

their own whites. He was a 

mild dear fellow — a sort of 

Hercules in strength, and 

also in weakness ") 
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Mrs. Job Gargsry (" Was more 
than twenty years older than 
her brother Pip, and had 
established a great repuiaHon 
with herself, and the neigh' 
bours, because she had brought 
him up ' by hand ' " ^ 



Mrs. Sefton. 



Mr. H. T. Montague. 



Charactbrs in Acts n. and m. 

Pip (" In the fourth year of his 

apprenticeship Pip was re» 

moved from his present sphere 

of life, and brought up as a 

genUeman — in a word, as a 

young fellow of ' Great Ex- 
pectations '") 
Job (" Still like the steel hammer, 

that can crush a man or pat an 

egg-shell, in his combination 

of strength and gentleness ") Mr. Gark. 
Oruck (" Joe^s morose journey^ 

man was a broad-shouldered, 

loose4imbed, swarthy fellow, 

of great strength, never in a 

hurry, andalwaysslouching*') Mr. Axnott 
Thb SlRANGBR, otherwise Mag- 

WIXCH {"He was a secret- 
looking man. His head was 

all on one side, and one of his 

eyes was always half shut, as if 

he were taking aim at some- 
thing with an invisible gun") Mr. Paxselle. 
Mr. Jaggbrs {"An attorney, 

with deep-set eyes, black dots 

of beard and whisker, and 

the smell of scented soap on 

his great hands") ^ ... Mr. Gilbert 
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Mk. HKRBBRT PoCEBt (** Th$ 

pale young gentleman, who 

had a free-and-^asy way with 

him that was very taking ") Mr, Stevenson. 
Mrs. Job Gargbry ("Passion 

was no excuse for her ; but 

it is undeniable that instead 

of lapsing into passion, she 

deliberately took extraordinary 

pains to force herself into it") Mrs. Sefton« 
BSTBij^ ("A beautiful young 

lady at Miss Havisham's, 

who was dreadfully proud ") Miss Burke. 
Biddy (" She was not beautiful, 

and could not be like Estella ; 

but she was pleasant, good, 

and sweet-tempered ") . • Miss Dyas. 

I do not know who Shafto Scott was, but 
evidently an Irishman, judging from his uncommon 
Christian name. 

On January 28th, 1892, " Pip's Patron/' called 
a " dramatic version of Charles Didcens's novel," was 
acted at the Public Hall, Becdes, Mr. W. J. Riz 
being responsible for the adaptation. 

Upon the authority of Mr. Edmund Yates, the 
" Great City," by Andrew Halliday, " was partly 
plagiarised from 'Great Expectations.'" It was 
produced at Drury Lane, April 23rd, 1867. 

There is one story by Dickens which is a drama in 
itself — "Hunted Down" — ^which, I believe, has never 
been submitted for a theatrical audience's judgment. 
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CHAPTER XX 
^OUR MUTUAL FRIEND^ 

IN his " Life " of Charles Dickens, Sir Frank T. 
Marzials says: "In 'Our Mutual Friend' he 
is not at his best. It is a strangely complicated 
story that seems to have some dijficulty in un- 
ravelling itself : the story of a man who pretends to 
be dead in order that he may, under a changed 
name, investigate the character and eligibility of 
the young woman whom an erratic father has 
destined to be his bride. A golden-hearted old 
dust contractor, who hides a will that will give him 
all that erratic father's property and disinherit the 
man aforesaid, and who, to crown his virtues, pre- 
tends to be a miser in order to teach the young 
woman, also aforesaid, how bad it is to be mercenary, 
and to induce her to marry the unrecognised and 
seemingly penniless son ; they marry accordingly, 
and the poor derk turns out to be the original heir." 
This is very crudely put, but to my mind there is 
plot enough to hand in the tale for any smart 
dramatist. Moreover, I can trace at least four 
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plays on the subject. The first was '* The Golden 
Dustman," by H, B, Famie, produced at Sadler's 
Wells, June i6th, 1866— with Charles Warner as 
Bradley Headstone the schoolmaster. It was 
afterwards given at Astley's Amphitheatre and at 
the Britannia Theatre with great success. Indeed, 
in these houses and later in the cotmtry, the 
piece was always well received, and became quite 
a stock play at the minor temples of the drama. 
" Our Mutual Friend " came out in monthly parts 
from May, 1864, until November, 1865. 

Theodore Taylor, writing at a time when the 
work was, so to speak, red hot from the press, ex- 
claimed : " The plot is most ingeniously constructed, 
and each character an elaborate and highly executed 
portrait, although, perhaps, occasionally verging on 
caricature. . . • Taken as a specimen of literary 
workmanship, it is his best production since ' David 
Copperfield,' but it is not so popular with readers." 

The cast of the " Golden Dustman " is taken 
from the day bill of the time, Sadler's Wells, Jime 
i6th, 1866, under the management of Mr. W. H. C. 
Nation; 

Jomv Harmon Mr. Thos. Swinboume. 

Rogue Ridbrhood . . . . Mr. W. Mclntyre. 

Bradwy Hbadsxonb . . . . Mr. Charles Warner. 

Sii#AS WSGG Mr. George Bebnore. 

SuGSNE Wrayburn ... . . Mr. P. Barsby. 
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Mr. BoFPm Mr. Banett 

Mr. WiIiPBR Mr. W. H. Conrtley. 

I4ZZIB Hkxitam Miss Ada D^as. 

Bbjjjl Wh^pbr Miss Fanny Gwynne. 

I^viNiA WiifPBR . . Miss Ada Harland. 

Mrs. WHtFBR Mrs. Ppynter. 

Mrs. Boppin Mrs. Bishop. 

Of this production, the late Joseph Knight in 
the Sunday Times wrote that it reflected ''the 
highest credit on the discrimination and liberality 
of his (Mr. Nation's) management." During the 
same year, Mr. Nation transferred the play to 
Astley's Theatre with Mr. Edward Atkins as Bradley 
Headstone, and Mr. James Fernandez, Silas Wegg. 
The novel was also dramatised for the Britannia 
Theatre, as the " Dustman's Treasure," July 15th, 
1866, with the following cast : — 



Gapfbr TTkxham 
ridbrhood 
John Harmon . . 

BUGSNE WRAYBXntNB 

Mr. Boffin 
Headstone 
Sn^AS Wegg 
Mr. Wn^FER 
Mr. Venus 
IjtzTjn Hexham 
Mrs. Boffin .. 
Mrs. Wilfer . . 
Bee<i#a Wn<PER . . 



Mr. W. R. Craulc»d. 
Mr. Robert Bell. 
Mr. T. G. Drummond. 
Mr. R. Leslie. 
Mr. J. Parry. 
Mr. W. Morton. 
Mr. Joseph Reynolds. 
Mr. W. Newham. 
Mr. B. Harding. 
Miss Sophie Miles. 
Mrs. Newham. 
Mrs. Morton. 
Mist P. Jones. 



Another version entitled " Found Drowned ; or, 
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Our Mutual Friend," was played at the Opera Comi- 
que, December 26th, 1870, with the following cast : 

JOHNHARMON ) Mr. GeoTge P. Rowe, 

ROGTO RmKRHOOD .. / «"• ^^KC *•• xwwc, 

Silas Wbgg Mr. W. Maclntyre. 

BOPPIN Mr.SamBmery. 

BRADifBY Hbadstonb . . . . Mr. JohnNelson. 

IjzzrB Hkxham . . . . Miss Bmstone. 

Chart.tk Hkxham . . . . Miss Bmilj Pitt. 

Mrs. Bopfin Mrs. Manders. 

Bbu#a Wn<PBR Miss Rose Usle. 

I^viNiA Miss Tilly Barle. 

R. W.'s Bbttbr Hai«p . . Mrs. Holston. 

This was by George Fawcett Rowe, in which, 
it will be seen, he took the characters of John 
Harmon and Rogue Riderhood. Mr. William Mac- 
lntyre, a very firm actor, who was great as Black 
Mullins, was a capable Silas Wegg ; Mr. Sam Emery 
a droll BoflSn ; and John Nelson a powerful Bradley 
Headstone. Mr. Rowe afterwards appeared at the 
Haymarket in his own play of " Brass," already 
referred to, and at Drury Lane. He died September 
4th, 1889, after a long and painful illness. 

Another play founded on the book was per- 
formed at the Amphitheatre, I^eeds, in 1867. 

"THE GOLDBN DUSTMAN." 

Braduy Hbadstone . . . . Mr. R^^inald Moore. 
BuGBNB Wraybxtrn . . ... Mr. George Stretton. 
John Harmon Mr. W. H. Sharpe. 
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.ROCUB RXDBRHOOD 

Mr. Boffin 
Sn^AS Wegg 
Gafpbr Hexham 
Mr. Venus 
Mr. Wn^FBR 
lUZOB Hkxham 
Mrs. Boffin 
BbUiA Wh^per 
I/AVINIA Wn^PER 

Mrs. Wicj?er . 



Mr. Geo. Blythe. 
Mr. Harry Chester. 
Mr. Arthur Williams. 
Mr. Peter Bradley. 
Mr. E. W. Garden. 
Mr. Montague. 
Miss Mattie Reinhardt. 
Mrs. I^omax. 
Miss Bella Fossette. 
Miss Rosine Power. 
Mrs. G. Blythe. 



When this was brought to London, and revived 
by Mr. William Holland at the Surrey Theatre in 
1878, Mr. Arthur Williams was again the Silas 
Wegg. 

It was during the writing of " Our Mutual 
Friend " that Charles Dickens met with two really 
serious mishaps, from which he never properly re* 
covered. During the summer of 1864, ^^^ whilst on 
a trip to Paris, he had a sunstroke, which greatly 
alarmed his friends. For many hours he was in a 
state of collapse, but in due course recovered and 
returned home. On Saturday, June loth, 1865, he 
wrote to John Forster: "I was in the terrific 
Staplehurst accident, yesterday, and worked for 
hours amongst the dying and the dead. I was in 
the carriage that did not go over, but went off the 
line, and hung over the bridge in an inexplicable 
manner. No mere words can describe the scene. 
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I am away to Gads." He felt the effects of this 
experience in the railway smash for a long time, and 
there is no doubt that " Our Mutual Friend " 
suffered in skill through his illness, for the book was 
thrown back more than once, and he had to postpone 
all work for a time. Dickens spoke thus of the 
accident in his " Postscript in lieu of Preface " (dated 
September 2nd, 1865), which accompanied the last 
number of the story : " On Friday, the ninth of 
Jime, in the present year, Mr. and Mrs. BoflSn (in 
their manuscript dress of receiving Mr. and Mrs. 
Lammle at breakfast), were on the South Eastern 
Railway with me, in a terribly destructive accident. 
When I had done what I could to help others, I 
climbed back into my carriage — ^nearly turned over 
a viaduct, and caught aslant upon the turn — to 
extricate the worthy couple. They were much 
soiled, but otherwise unhurt. The same happy 
result attended Miss Bella Wilfer on her wedding- 
day and Mr. Riderhood inspecting Bradley Head- 
stone's red neckerchief as he lay asleep. I remember 
with devout thankfulness that I can never be much 
nearer parting company with my readers for ever, 
than I was then, until there shall be written against 
my life the two words with which I have this day 
closed this book— The End." 
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CHAPTER THE LAST 
♦^THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD^ 

WHEN Dickens started on his last task— the 
task that was never to be completed — ^he 
most emphatically stated that he was going to 
write the " mjrstery " of Edwin Drood and not the 
history. John Forster, in his ''Life of Charles 
Dickens/' explains that Didcens's fancy for the 
tale was expressed in a letter written in the middle 
of July, 1869. '* What should you think of the idea 
of a story b^inning this way : Two people, boy 
and girl, or very young, going apart from one 
another, pledged to be married after many years — 
at the end of the book. The interest to arise out 
of the tracing of their separate wajrs, and the impossi- 
bility of telling what will be done with that impending 
fate." This first thought was abandoned ; but it 
left a strong influence on the tale as it was begun 
afterwards. " Edwin Drood " was originally to be 
published in twelve monthly parts with illustrations. 
Unfortunately it closed with number six only 
partly written. The story to me, in the opening 

298 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



''The Mystery of Edwin Drood'' 

chapters, is not quite like the Dickens of say '' David 
Coppeifield/' The old manner of using odd and 
out-of-the-way names was still followed, but the 
style of narrative is distinctly different — though 
the power and charm remain. Longfellow wrote, 
when the news of the death of the great novelist 
was flashed all over the world, " I hope his book is 
finished. It is certainly one of the most beautiful 
works, if not the most beautiful of all. It would be 
too sad to think the pen had fallen from his hand and 
left it incomplete." 

But alas I it was left incomplete, and though 
many writers have tried to elucidate the mystery, 
nobody has done so, or ever will satisfactorily, 
for the simple reason that only Dickens himself 
knew how he intended to carry it through. A 
book was published a few years ago called " Clues 
to Dickens's 'Mystery of Edwin Drood,' " by 
Mr. J. Cuming Walters, but it was all conjecture, 
of course. 

Mr. Andrew Lang and Mr. William Archer among 
other clever writers took the matter up and gave 
their opinions on the subject in the newspapers, the 
former replying to Mr. Cuming Walters in a small 
book entitled "The Puzzle of Dickens's Lost Plot." 
Mr. Comyns Carr definitely planned, as far as 
he himself is concerned, a more or less decisive 
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conclusion in his dramatic version — ^not the first 
naturally that has been presented. This Sir Herbert 
Beerbohm Tree first produced at Cardiff, November 
2ist, 1907, and later at His Majesty's Theatre, 
January 4th, 1908. 

Before giving John Forster's version of what 
Dickens really had in his mind in regard to the 
development of the " mystery," I may state that 
there were many " endings " supplied by American 
and other writers at the time of the novelist's death. 
Here is a list of works that were issued in the States 
from 1870 until 1878, "The Cloven Foot; being 
an adaptation of the ^iglish novel, ' The Mystery 
of Edwin Drood,' to American scenes, characters, 
customs, and nomenclature," by Orpheus C. Kerr : 
New York, 1870. 

" The Mystery of Mr. E. Drood," by Orpheus 
C. Kerr. The Piccadilly Annual, December, 1870. 
This was evidently brought out in book form 
later, for we find a work with the same title, called 
" An Adaptation." " O. C. Kerr " was generally 
considered to be a humorist — ^he certainly per- 
petrated several small works of a quaint, half- 
philosophical nature — though we do not appreciate 
the idea of burlesqtdng a dead writer's unfinished 
tragedy. 

"John Jasper's Secret; A sequel to Charles 
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Dickens's unfinished novel, * The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood.' " This was issued in 1871, from a Phila- 
delphia firm. Next we have "The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood, Part the Second, by the Spirit Pen 
of Charles Dickens, etc." Brattleboro, 1873. If 
the author of this last perpetration knew how Dickens 
laughed Spiritualism, particularly the American 
brand, to scorn in the pages of Household Words, he 
would have saved himself the trouble he must have 
taken over this concoction. FinallyWe have, "A Great 
Mystery Solved ; being a sequel to " The Mystery 
of Edwin Drood," by Gillan Vase. Three volumes. 
London, 1878, which is perhaps the best of the 
series. All these were, of course, unauthorised, it 
having been distinctly stated by Messrs. Chapman 
and Hall, in a letter to the Times in the summer of 
1870, which I quote, that the book would remain 
unfinished. 

" Sir, — '* We find that erroneous reports are in 
circulation respecting 'The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood,' the novel on which Mr. Dickens was at 
work when he died. It has been suggested that 
the tale is to be finished by other hands. We hope 
you will allow us to state in your columns that Mr. 
Dickens has left three numbers complete, in addition 
to those already published, this being one-half of 
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the story as it was intended to be written. These 
numbers will be published, and the fragment will 
so remain. No other writer could be permitted by 
us to complete the work which Mr. Dickens has left." 

Although Wilkie Collins was very angry with 
John Forster for the way in which he prepared 
and wrote his " I^ife of Charles Dickens," yet we 
must remember that the two men were inseparable 
friends, and the Master almost invariably con- 
sulted Forster in his labours and frequently divulged 
his plots as he saw them in their chrysalis state 
and as they grew. 

Forster says, speaking of the last novel, '" I 
first heard of the later design (of the story) in a 
letter dated ' Friday, the 6th August 1869,' in which, 
speaking with the usual unstinted praise he bestowed 
always on what moved him in others, of a little 
tale he had received for his journal, he spoke of 
the change that had occurred to him for the new 
tale by himself. ' I laid aside the fancy I told you 
of, and have a very curious and new idea for my 
new story. Not a communicable idea (or the interest 
of the book would be gone), but a very strong one, 
though difficult to work." 

*'The story," adds Forster, "I learnt imme- 
diately afterward was to be that of the murder 
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of a nephew by his tincle» the originality of which 
was to consist in the review of the murderer's career 
by himself at the dose, when its temptations were 
to be dwelt upon as if, not the culprit, but some 
other man were the tempted. . . . The last 
chapters were to be written in the condemned cell, 
to which his wickedness, all elaborately elicited 
from him as if told of another, had brought him. 
Discovery of the murderer, of the utter usdessness 
of the murder for its object, was to follow hard 
upon the commission of the deed ; but all discovery 
of the murder was to be baffled till towards the 
dose, when by means of a gold ring, which had 
resbted the corrosive effects of lime into which he 
had thrown the body, not only the person murdered 
was to be identified, but the locality of the crime, 
and the man who committed it." 

It will be recollected that the ring taken by 
Edwin Drood to be given to his betrothed only if 
their engagement went on, was brought away by him 
at their last interview. Rosa was to marry Tartar, 
and Crisparkle the sister of Landless, who was him- 
self, it is conjectured, to have perished in assisting 
Tartar to finally unmask and seize the culprit. 

It is curious to note that in drawing up the 
agreement for publication of the novd, Mr. Ouvry, 
his sdidtor, had, by Dickens's wish, inserted a 
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dause, thought to be needless, but found to be 
sadly prophetic and pertinent. It was the first 
time such a clause had been added to any one 
of his agreements : — 

"That if the said Charles Dickens shaU die 
during the composition of the said work of The 
Mystery of Edwin Drood, or shall otherwise become 
incapable of completing the said work for publication 
in twelve monthly parts as agreed, it shall be referred 
to John Forster, Esqre., one of Her Majesty's 
Commissioners in Lunacy, or, in the case of his 
death, incapacity, or refusal to act, then to such 
person as shall be named by Her Majesty's Attorney- 
General for the time being to determine the amount 
which shall be repaid by the said Charles Dickens, 
his executors or administrators for so much of the 
said work as shall not have been completed for 
publication." 

Had some sort of premonition occurred to 
Dickens that the end was near ? 

The last page of " Edwin Drood " was written 
in the Swiss Chalet presented to Dickens by his 
friend Charles Fechter,. the great Anglo-French 
actor, in the afternoon of his last day of consciousness. 
He was late in leaving his favourite workshop, as 
he called the Chalet ; and was then very depressed, 
tired, and preoccupied. It was not," say his 
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sister-in-law and his eldest daughter in their 
volume, ' The Letters of Charles Dickens/ " until 
they were seated at the dinner-table that a striking 
change in the colour and expression of his face 
startled his sister-in-law (Miss Hogarth), and on her 
asking him if he was ill, he said, * Yes, very ill ; 
I have been very ill for the last hour/ " He would 
not have a doctor. *' No, he would go on with his 
dinner, and go afterwards to London/' 

It was so evident now that he was very 
seriously ill that Miss Hogarth begged him to lie 
down* 

" Yes, on the ground," he said, very distinctly — 
these were the last words he spoke, and he slid 
from his sister-in-law's arm and fell upon the 
floor. 

Charles Dickens remained unconscious all through 
the night of June 8th, 1870, and until ten minutes 
past six of the next day, when the watchers saw a 
shudder pass over him, heard him give a deep sigh, 
saw one tear roll down his cheek, and his soul went 
forth into eternity. 

A correspondent of T. P.'s Weekly wrote, in 
August, 1907 : 

" Seeing that anjrthing connected with Dickens 
b of interest just now, perhaps your readers might 
like to know of an interesting rencontre that I 
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had two years ago with one Geoige Belcher, who was 
Didcens's coachman at the time of the great novelist's 
deatii. He it was who pidced up ' the Master ' 
when the fatal seizure took place, and, with the 
assistance of Runt, the gardener, carried him up* 
stairs, and put tiie horse in to drive to Strood for 
the doctor. I was returning from the Li^e Exposi- 
tion at the time, and a crowded boat and a night 
passfi^e were not conducive to making the most of 
this opportunity, but one incident my fellow- 
passenger related I recall. The family were returning 
to town, and it was a question of selling one of the 
horses. Belcher had received an offer for the 
animal, and although he knew the Master did not 
like being disturbed at his work, thought it suffi- 
dentiy important to approach him in his study« 
* After vainly trying to attract his attention,' says 
Bddier, * I commenced, *' I beg your pardon, sir." 
" Wdl, what is it ? " says the Master. " Oh, it's 
about the horse, sir," ''Damn the horse," says 
he, and you may be sure I made myself scarce, 
as I knew I ought not to have disturbed him at 
his work. Next morning, when I apologised for 
disturbing him, he said, "Oh, that's all right, 
Bddier. Now, what about the horse ? " and so 
the matter was arranged.' My friend is, I believci 
stin living in the bade part of Belgium, wher^ 
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he was intending settling down to spend his 
remaining years, and I can snpply his address to 
any one connected with the Dickensonian Society 
if they think it worth while to follow up this 
'find/" 

Before going iato particulars concerning Mr. 
Comyns Carr's version of " Edwin Drood," it will 
be well to consider some earlier attempts at the 
dramatisation of the incomplete story. I have 
before me as I write a printed copy of a play by 
Walter Stephens entitled, " The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood/' published by Messrs. Chapman and Hall, 
Piccadilly. No cast of the characters is given, 
but I find that the play was produced at the 
Surrey Theatre, November 4th, 1871. The Referee 
of January 26th, 1908, speaking of this drama, 
says, ** It was a wild and whirling piece of work, 
chiefly remarkable for the fact that Henry Neville 
played John Jasper, and, if I remember rightly. 
Bob Brierly on the same evening. Jasper having 
murdered Edwin, was thenceforth shadowed by 
I^andless disguised as Datchery. After many 
alarums and excursions he finally swallowed 
cold poison and perished miserably at the feet of 
all concerned/' The theatre at the time was 
licensed to Mr. E. P. Edgar. This is in truth a very 
powerful four-act drama, and follows out Dickens's 
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suggested intentioiis, as foreshadowed above» very 
closely. 

As already stated "The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood/' was produced at the Surrey Theatre, 
November 4th, 1871, with the following cast: — 

THB MYSTERY OP BDWIN DROOD 

Bdwin Drood . . . • . . Mr. George Warde. 

John JaspbR Mr. Heniy Neville. 

NBvnxB hiJUUVBSS . . Mr. B. P. Bdgar. 

Thb Rbv. SBPtiMUS Cris- 

PARKU Mr. B. Butler. 

DURDUS Mr. John Mom^. 

Grswgious Mr. George Yamold. 

Bazzard Mr. W. Goodwin. 

Datchsry .... .. Mr. P. Paul. 

DSPimr Miss Julia Dafy. 

Rosa Bxtdd Miss Maria Jones. 

Hsms LamdiwS . . Miss M. Hayes. 

Mrs. Crt8PARKT>k . . Mrs. Bdgar. 

Mrs. Tops Mrs. Watson. 

On May ist, 2nd, and 3rd, 1876, The Wandering 
Thespians gave Mr. Walter Stephens' play at the 
Mirror Theatre, Holbom. I mention this because 
I observe that Mr. Charles G. Allan was the Ftrfltn 
Grewgious, and I fancy it is the same Mr. Allan 
who has long been favourably known on the boards 
of our West End theatres, especially at the Hay- 
market, and with Sir Herbert Tree. 

Another ''Mystery of Edwin Drood,'' was by 
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G. H. Macdermott, chiefly known to fame as the 
singer of the great war song» " We don't want to 
fight, but by Jingo if we do," It was presented 
at the Britannia Theatre on July 22nd, 1872. Of 
this the Referee also has a word to say : 

" The other Drood drama I remember was con- 
cocted by the late G. H. Macdermott, then a strug- 
gling young East-^d actor-of-all-work, filling up 
his time as a playwright, and was played at the 
Britannia. The Mystery, according to Macdermott 
panned out in this wise. Jasper, having, as he 
supposed, for ever ' removed ' Drood from his 
path, I^andless was presently accused of the murder. 
Here ended Act I. In Act 11. Grewgious's derk 
Bazzard disguised himself as a detective by the 
name of Datchery, and with the assistance of Durdles 
anon fastened the crime on Jasper, who revealed 
his guilty secret in a trance. The play ended by 
Drood turning up alive, which so astonished Jasper 
that he fell dead at his nephew's feet. Jasper was 
finely played by the ' Brit.'s ' popular tragedian, 
Joseph Reynolds ; the still-surviving G. B. Bigwood 
enacted Durdles ; and Macdermott contented him- 
self with the part of Bazzard, alias Datchery — ^a 
fine ' fat ' creation, in which the adapter had taken 
particularly good care of himself and of which, 
indeed, he was always very proud/' 
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'THE MYSTBRY OP BDWIN DROOD.' 
by 
G. H. MiiCDBRMorr. 



Britannia Theatre, 

Datchsry 
Bdwin Drood . . 
John Jaspbr 
Dban op CXoistbrham 

I^ANDI^SS . 
DURDI^ 

Dbputy .. 
Grewgious 

Rosa Budd 
Bm^ss Landi^ss 
Opium Sax, 
Mrs. CPTftPAPgT^i^ 



July 22nd, 1872. 

. Mr. G. H. Macdetmott. 

. Mr. Chas. Reeve. 

. Mr. J. Reynolds. 

. Mr. T.Hyde. 

. Mr. H. Newbotmd. 

. Mr. G. B. Bigwood. 

. Miss Julia Summers. 

Mr. John Parry. 

. Mr.W.H.Pitt. 

. Miss M. A. BeUair. 
Miss Jane Coveney. 
. Miss 1,. Rayner. 



Another drama was consummated, called *' Alive 
or Dead," at the Park Theatre, Camden Town, by 
Robert Hall, May 3rd, 1880. 



Bdwin Drood . . 
Grewgious 
John Jasper .. 

DURDI3S 

Crisparku 

IiANDUSS 

Deputy . . 
Justice SEtn^BBf 
Rosa Budd 

HBCiEN LANDI3SS 

Opium Sai« 



Mr. W. HoweU. 
Mr. P. C. Kirk. 
Mr. George Byrne. 
Mr. C. Cruikshanks. 
Mr. W. Vincent. 
Mr. J. C. Smmerson. 
Mr. H. Selby. 
Mr. Keefe. 
Miss Stella Brereton. 
Miss Alice Raynor. 
Miss Bella Cuthbert 



I repeat a statement I have seen in print more 
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than once, which is to the effect that "Edwin 
Drood " was dramatised by the late Charles Dickens 
junior (eldest son of the great novelist), and the late 
Joseph Hatton. The story was concluded on the 
authority of Charles Dickens himself, who before 
his death discussed the relation of the mystery with 
his son. The forecast of the conclusion, more or less 
communicated to Mr. Luke Fildes, R.A., for the 
purpose of illustration, agreed with the dinouement 
of the piece. The manuscript of this play still exists 
in the family, and it was at one time hoped that 
the late Charles Warner would have taken the 
character of Jasper. The piece was paragraphed 
as the next production at the Princess's Theatre 
as far back as March, 1880, in the Theatre Magazine, 
but somehow arrangements all fell through. The 
play was advertised as by Charles Dickens and 
Joseph Hatton. 

When the " Mjrstery of Edwin Drood " was an- 
nounced for performance at His Majesty's Theatre, 
a regular controversy arose over the points which the 
torso of the novel leaves uncertain. There was 
quite a small literature on the subject, and in 
addition to the publications I have mentioned there 
were " Did Jasper kill Drood ? " and " Who was 
Datchery ? " but perhaps the most important were 
Mr. Cuming Walter's "Clues to the Mystery of 
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Edwin Drood/' which caused a great sensation at 
the time, and Mr. Andrew I^ang's reply to it, called; 
" The Puzzle of Dickens's Last Plot," also " Keys to 
the Drood Mystery," by Mr. Edwin Charles. Of 
course each writer solves the " mystery " according 
to his own taste, belief, and inclination. All these 
books were published before Sir Herbert's pro* 
duction, and doubtless suggested the play. 

In the Daily Chronicle, during December, 1907, 
there was much discussion on the subject, and one 
of the writers on the paper thus expressed himself 
in r^ardto the " Mystery of Edwin Drood." " So 
far as tbe absolutely certain points are concerned, 
one may recall that John Jasper, choir-master of 
Cloisterham Cathedral, and addicted to opitmi 
smoking, did obviously in Dickens's narrative intend 
to murder his own nephew, Edwin Dn>od. It was 
practically stated that this intention was the result 
of Jasper's fierce and hopeless passion for sweet 
young Rosa Bud, to whom Edwin was betrothed. 

''In the same way no one has doubted that Jasper 
is supposed to have prepared for the murder by a 
certain strange tour of the cathedral vaults by 
night witb old Durdles, the stonemason, from whom 
he learned all about the action of quicklime, which 
would destroy everything but metal.' It is 
evident also that on a fateful Christmas Eve Jasper 
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fomented a quarrel between Edwin and Neville 
I^andless — ^an excellent yoting fellow — so that if 
the murder came off suspicion should rest on 
Neville, 

" On that very night, it will be remembered, in 
the midst of a wild storm, Edwin Drood vanished, 
after leaving Jasper's rooms in company with 
Neville. Jasper, stranger in manner than ever, 
and sinking deeper and deeper in his opium habits, 
does all he can to incriminate Neville. Then 
Edwin Brood's watch and chain are found in the 
river. Helena Landless, Neville's * gypsy-like ' 
sister, believes defiantly in her brother's innocence. 
Neville is arrested, tried, acquitted, and reads law 
in London. 

"There now arrived at Cloisterham a quaint old 
person called Datchery, apparently some one in 
disguise, who announces himself as a ' single buffer 
living on his means,' and shows a curious interest 
in Jasper. At this tantalising point the story 
abruptly finishes, cut short by Dickens's own death. 

'' Such is a rough outline of the main points of 
evidence. Did Jasper murder Edwin Drood ? As 
showing the baffling confiict of possibilities, it may 
be noted that volume upon volume has already 
been issued putting forward more or less feasible 
theories/' 
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That the unsolved " Mystery of Edwin Drood '* 
should have created such a stir on the death of 
Dickens was only natural, seeing that the well- 
beloved novelist had become a personal part of 
the readers of the reading world. Ever since the 
issue of the last fragment written by the novelist on 
the day of his fatal seizure, speculation has been 
rife as to the probable trend the story was to have 
taken in Dickens's mind. Says an authority on fhe 
matter, " Shortly after the death of Dickens rumour 
had it that WiUde Collins had been asked to complete 
the book, and that he had promised to do so. So 
persbtent did thiis rumour become that Messrs. 
Chapman and Hall, fhe publishers of the story, 
found it necessary to state publicly in fhe 
Times that the statement was without founda- 
tion." This letter I have already given in ex- 
tenso. I^ter, WiUde Collins issued a manifesto to 
the same effect. WiUde Collins never attempted to 
finish the story, jret notwithstanding his avowed 
determination^ an edition of the sequel, entitled, 
" John Jasper's Secret," is still current in America, 
bearing on the title-page the names of Wilkie 
Collins and Charles Dickens the younger, and on 
the back of the volume an embossed portrait 
of the author of "A Woman in White*" As a 
matter of fact, " John Jasper's Secret, a Sequel to 
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Charles Dickens's unfinished novel 'The Mystery 
of Edwin Drood/ " to give its full title, was written 
by a New York journalist, Henry Morford, with the 
assistance of his wife, both of whom visited England 
for the purpose. There were eighteen illustrations to 
this precious fraud, and the work duly appeared in 
book form in Philadelphia, and in I<ondon, but with 
no statement as to authorship. Subsequent editions 
appeared, bearing the names of Wilkie Collins and 
Charles Dickens the younger, as already stated. 
That this is a shameful falsehood, \(^lkie CoUins's 
letter in 1878, in which he said, ** I was asked to 
finish the story, and positively refused," sufficiently 



Apart from the deliberate continuations there 
have been several attempts by inference. Pro- 
minent among these must figure that by the late 
R. A. Proctor, the astronomer: "Watched by 
the Dead : A I<oving Study of Dickens's Half-told 
Tale," the purport of which is sufficiently indicated 
in the title. 

How all these solutions and completions differ 
from each other may be gathered from the following 
summary in the Chronicle : — 

" By the authors of ' John Jasper's Secret ' — 
that Jasper threw Edwin down from the cathedral 
tower, that Edwin was found alive at the bottom 
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by Durdles, and that Helena Landless, disgtiised 
as a boy went to the opium-den in I<ondonfrequented 
by Jasper, and overheard his confession. 

"By R. A. Proctor— that Jasper partially 
strangled Edwin, and put him with quick-Ume into 
a vault, and that Edwin was rescued afterwards by 
Durdles. 

"By J. C. Walters — that Jasper did murder 
Edwin, and that his guilt was exposed by Helena 
Landless, disguised as Datchery. 

"By Andrew I^ang — that Jasper attempted 
the murder, but 'bungled it/ and that Edwin 
escaped, retummg di%;uised as Datchery. [This, 
as I have already intimated, was a rejoinder to 
Mr. Walter's work.] 

" It is in the face of all these efforts on the part 
of dose and keen students of Dickens that one 
may recognise the extreme devemess of Mr. Comyns 
Carr's solution in the play at His Majesty's Theatre. 
It is, of course, that Jasper did not even attempt 
the murder, but went through the whole intended 
business in an opium trance, and afterwards thought 
he had actually done it, Edwin Drood having over- 
heard his ravings and escaped. 

" This, in any case, as Mr. Carr in all modesty 
daimed, is the only theory yet advanced that 
answers every requirement of the murder part of the 
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stoiy. Thus it is on record that Dickens himself 
described the design of the story as 'new and 
incommunicable/ and that he commissioned Mr. 
(now Sir) Lnke Fildes, who illustrated the book, to 
sketch the condemned cell at Maidstone, where it 
was understood Jasper was to confess the crime/' 
As may be seen, Mn Carr's notion allows both for 
a new and interesting psychological study, and for 
Jasper's self-condemnation. 

Appended is the full cast of Mr. J. Comyns Carr's 
new play, " The Mystery of Edwin Drood," founded 
on Charles Dickens's unfinished novel of that name, 
at His Majesty's Theatre, Saturday, January 4th, 
1908. 

THE MYSTERY OP EDWIN DROOD. 

Jom^ JASPSR (Lay Precmtor of 

the Cathedfol) .. .. Mr. Ttee. 
Edwin Drood (his nephew and 

ward) Mr. BasU Gill. 

Mr. Grkwgious (Rosa Bud's 

guardian) Mr. William Havilatid. 

Mr. Crisparkia {Minor Canon 

of the Cathedral) .. .. Mr. Qaade Flemming. 

NBvniLB Landi^sss {his pupil) Mr. Charles Quartermain 

Ths Dban op CXoistsrham . . Mr. Robert H. Atkins. 

DURDUS Mr. G. W. Anaon. 

Ths DSPUTY Mr. Frank Stanmore. 

A I#ASCAR Mr. Heniy Moirell. 

Congo Jack Mr. Thomas Weguelin. 

A Sailor .. Mr. A. Omuqt Grain. 

Rosa Bud {Mr. Grewgious' warOfJ^Waa Adrienne Augatde. 

317 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Dickens and the Drama 

HsucNA LANDU89 « . • . Ifiss Coostaiice Collier. 
Mrs. Crtopahkt^k (Mother of the 

Minor Canon) •• .. Ifisa Cioefy Richaids. 
Miss Twimki^eion (a School- 

Mistress) Mias Marid Alexander. 

Princbss Puppsr {Proprietress 

of an Opium Den) .. .. Bfiss Lydia Rachd. 

Mrs. Tope Miss Augtista Haviland. 

Servant to Mrs. Crisparku Miss Hilda Moore. 

Act I. — ^Tableau i. An o^tim den in the Bast Snd of 
London. Tableau 2. The Cloisters of Qoisterham 
Cathedral. Tableau 3. A room at Mr. Jasper's. 

Act n.— Tableau i. Outside the Cathedral. Tableau 2. 
A room at Mr. Jasper's (six months elapse). 

Act m.— Tableau i. A room at Mr. Crisparkle's. Tablea« 
2. The crypt of Qoisterham Cathedral. Tableau 3. 
A room at Mr. Crisparkle's. 

Act IV. — ^A room in the infirmary of the county gaoL 

Unfortunatdy the piece failed to attract the 
public, although it was a magnificent production, 
and magnificently acted. Indeed, I do not think 
Sir Herbert Tree ever acted better in his life. It 
was the weirdest of weird performances and posi- 
tivdy thrilling in its intensity and dramatic 
power. The stofy^ too, as set forth was distinctly 
and decidedly interesting, and the experiment was 
well worth the labour and the art spent upon it. 

As a matter of record I give the plot from the 
circular handed to each Press representative on the 
memorable night of the fascinating performance. 
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Some Notes on the Pi^at. 
Mr. Carr's play opens, as Charles Dickens' 
novel, with a scene in fhe East End opium den. 
John Jasper is discovered in the company of opium- 
sodden lascars and others. With familiarity to his 
environment he takes a pipe from the opium hag. 
Princess Puffer. He dreams and talks in his dreams. 
His dreams tell secrets. He talks of * Ned ' and 
* Cloisterham ' and ' Rosa.' The hag listens intently 
and stores in her memory the words which so fre- 
quently recur in his dream wanderings. The uneasy 
dreams merge into sparkling opium visions of sultans 
and their palaces, of dancing girls and flashing 
scimitars, and then slowly he comes back to the 
wakeful world again. The hag tells him that he 
has talked in his sleep of his visions, but says no 
word of his first uneasy mutterings. He leaves her, 
and the curtain falls on the hag muttering to herself 
the words ' Ned, Cloisterham, Rosa.' 

*' The second scene takes places before the Cathe- 
dral at Cloisterham. The service is just over, and 
the congregation is scattering. Edwin Drood is 
seen with Rosa Bud, his fiancee, Neville and Helena 
Landless, Minor Canon Crisparkle, the Dean and 
others. We learn of the engagement of Edwin and 
Rosa Bud, and that they are chafing under the fact 
tiiat the engagement had been imposed on them 
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' by will and bequest ' and their coming separation 
is foreshadowed. We learn also of the sombre 
passion of Jasper for Rosa, of her shuddering di^ust 
at his presence, and that his mind is obsessed by 
the intention of Drood's murder. From Durdles' 
garrulous chatter we see him learning the means 
by which he shall do his work and hide it. 

*' The intense interest in the drama begins in the 
second act. Jasper, Drood and Neville Landless sup 
together on that wild eventful Christmas Eve. All 
seem good-will and good-fellowship between them. 
Then Jasper, slipping aside, pours some powerful 
powdered drt^ into his brew of mulled port and 
ladles it out with eager nervous haste into the others' 
glasses. A quarrel follows between Drood and 
I<andless— the quarrel over Rosa's picture — and 
presently the two, reconciled in their half-drugged 
state, go out to watch the storm upon the river, 
I^andless is seen no more upon that night, but Jasper, 
brooding over the foul deed he means to do, is 
startled by Drood's return alone. While the lad 
sits in a drowsy sleep he steels his nerves to strangle 
him. He. loops lus woollen scarf all ready, but 
resolution fails him. Drood awakes and goes to 
his bed. Jasper returns to the fire to brood again 
on his intended crime. The opium hag steals in. 
She had traced him from London. Jasper again 
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takes the drt^ and in a delirious dream again, as 
so often before, enacts by himself an imagined 
murder of Drood. His cries awake the sleeping 
lad, who stealing down, to his inexpressible horror, 
sees and hears enough. He feels they must never 
meet again. He stealthily goes out. Jasper awakes 
at dawn with all the horror of the dream upon him, 
he finds the watch and chain — ^the metal that lime 
could not destroy — ^in the place where, having stolen 
them from Drood's sleeping body, he has put them 
till the morning. Uncertain yet whether he dreams 
or not, he hastens to the bedroom, finds that Drpod 
is not there, and then, convinced of his crime, 
rushes down, pale and nerve-shattered, to meet 
Mr. Crisparkle, and tries to throw suspicion on the 
luckless Landless. 

'' Suspicion upon Landless grows, and it is only 
Mr. Grewgious who scents the true trail. He tells 
Jasper of the ring which Drood returned to him 
on the night of his supposed murder, and he frightens 
Jasper into believing that this ring must be amongst 
the dust in the vault where Drood's body in his 
dream was cast into lime. Surprising Jasper coming 
out of the vault he holds up the ring, and Jasper 
taking it for the last evidence of his guilt, falls in a 
faint. In the next scene he confesses the murder, 
and finally is found, a dying man, in the Infirmary 
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of the County gaol. There again, in delirium, he 
is dreaming and shuddering at his crime. Mr. 
Crisparkle is comforting his last moments, when, as 
an apparition to him, comes Drood in the flesh. 
Jasper, with enough return to consciousness to see 
Drood and Rosa brought to each other again before 
him, dies, and the curtain falls with these two in 
forgiveness mourning him." 

In conclusion I may state that, almost without 
exception, the London press hailed the play, if not 
as a masterpiece, at any rate as a wonderful achieve- 
ment, and a great success for all concerned. And 
yet it only ran a little over one month. 
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